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APPLICATION NO. TR-187In the Matter of the Commission
On its own motion, seeking to
address an emergent issue
regarding the closing of Abbott
Drive in Omaha due to flooding.

GRANTED ON AN
EMERGENCY BASIS

BNTERED: JUNB 2L, 2OLI

OPINTON AND FINDINGS

coMES NOW the commission, on its own motion, seeking
to address an emergent issue regarding the potentíal
closing of Abbott Drive in omaha, Nebraska, due to
flooding. It is predicted that the f]-ooding that has
occurred al-ong the Missouri River may affect Abbott Drive
for a period'of time in the very near future. Abbott Drive
woul-d be closed for an undetermined length of time under
this scenario.

The closing of Abbott Drive would impact numerous
operations in the city of omaha. one such area of
operations effected would be the transportation of
passengers to and from Eppley Airfield and l-ocal hotels.
The Commission developed and ordered the use of flat rates
to and from the Airfield and the hotels in order to make

certain and uniform the cost of transportation for
passengers between the hotels and the airport. The closing
of Abbott Drive would materially impact the routes that
would normafly be used for this transportation.

commissj_on staff has made an investigation of
alternate routes for use by the cab compani-es in Omaha to
transport passengers out of BppJ-ey Airfield. Since the
investigation, alternate routes investigated have been
subject to flooding due to a backup and overfl-ow of water
from the sewer system. There does not appear to be a

method to determine which alternate route may be availabl-e
at any time. The flooding does not appear to be

determinable as the flooding can occur not only from the
Missouri River but also from drainage and sewer systems in
Omaha.

The commission believes that the most effective way to
deal- with thls si-tuation ís to enter an order that would
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temporarily suspend the hotel flat rates in omaha in the
event of Abbot Drive closing due to flooding. Thls
temporary suspensì-on of the flat rates i s reasonable anrl
will provide the drivers with compensation for the detours
that they would be forced to use in that event.

The taxi companies in omaha will charge the meter rate
over the most direct route avairable. Transportation of
passengers that does not forlow the most direct route
availabl-e will- be dealt with by the commission and al-so,
where appropriate, criminal- prosecution.

The commission further finds that the suspension of
the omaha hotel- frat rates should only occur if Abbott
Dri-ve does in fact flood to the point of being non-passabre
and only during any time period when the road is crosed,
with such status being determined by the appropriate local_
authority. rf the flooding does not occur as predicted then
the fl-at rates would remain at their current fevels. rf
the rates are suspended to flooding, the rates would
immedíate1y return to pre-f J-oocl l er¡ef s upon the reopening
of Abbott Drive to traffic by the appropriate local-
authority.

The commission enters this order on an emergency basis
as it is not known when or if the frooding may occur, and
the drivers would be placed in a disadvantaged situation
immediately upon the closing of Abbott Drive by the
appropriate l-ocal authority.

ORDER

rr rs, THEREFORE, ORDRED by the commission that the
omaha area hotel flat rates will be suspended in the event
that Abbott Drive is fl-ooded and not passable for passenger
transportation. This order shall- take effect immediately
upon any closing, by the appropriate local authority, of
Abbott Drive due to ftooding.

rr rs FURTHBR ORDERED by the commission that any
suspension of the hotel- flat rates instituted by this order
shafl remain in effect only so long as Abbott Drive remains
impas sabl-e, and that omaha area hotel f lat rates shall-
return to pre-flood charges immediately upon the reopening,
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by the appropriate local- authority, of Abbott Drive to
passenger transPortation.

IT IS FURTHBR ORDERED that notice of this action shall
be published in The Daily Record pursuant to commission
rules.

MADE AND BNTBRBD at Lincoln, Nebraska, this ZIsL day

of June , 20\t.

NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVTCE COMMTSSTON

COMMISSTONBRS CONCURRING :
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