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BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERV]CE COMMISSTON

In Lhe Matter of the Nebraska
Public Service Commission, ofl
its own moLion, seeking to
determine Lhe necessiLy of
addítional classificaLions of
passenger carrj-ers to
accommodate current and future
carriers in the markeL.

BY THE COMMISSION:

Docket No. PI-21-2

ORDER ON WORKSHOP AND
CLOSING DOCKET

Ent.ered: December 4, 20Lg

OPIN]ON AND FIND]NGS

On March 2Q, 20L8, the Nebraska Public Service Commission
(Commission) opened the above-caþtioned docket, oû its own
motion, Lo investigate whether addiLional passenger carrier
classificatj-ons should be added to exist.ing Commission rufes and
regulations to accommodaLe new carrier Lypes thaL expressed
interest in entering t.he market using vehicles which would be
classif ied as low-speed vehicles under Neb. Rev. St.at. S 60-501.
LB LA49 amended the sLaLute to incl-ud.e three-wheeled moLor
vehicles whose maximum at.tainable speed is no more't.han 25 miles
per hour and whose gross weíght. rat.ing is less than 3000 pounds
and is equipped wiLh a windshield and occupant protecLion
system. 1

During the February L2, 2018, TransportaLion and
TelecommunicaLions Committee hearing on the bill, tesLimony was
provided regarding vehicles called Tuk Tuks. In other sLaLes,
these vehicles provide limiLed passenger transportation in
entert.ainmenL districLs as prearranged Lour Lype services, oû
demand short. distance services, ar scheduled short distance
rouLes.

PursuanL to Neb. Rev. SLat. S75-304, Lhe Commissj-on has Lhe
authoriLy to esLablish just and reasonable service
classifications for passenger carriers based upon the special
nature of the services performed by such carriers. The
Commission has created four service classificatÍons fc¡r
passenger carriers under Tit.le 29L Neb. Admin. Code S003.01- bus
service, limousine service / open class service, and taxicab
service. Commission rule 003.01 requires all applicants for
common or conLract transportation to select a service
classif icaLion f rom t.he 'classes idenLif ied in SS003.01(A) - (E) .

If ". Tuk, Tuk carrier v/ere to seek entry Lo the markeL, Lhe
carrier may not meeL t.he requirements of Lhe individual service

1 See Neb. Rev. Stat. S 6O-501 (Effective April 12, 2018)
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classifications that current-ly exigt in Cbmmission rules and
regulations.

On Apríl 10, 201-8, a workshop was held at the Commission to
discuss LB LA49 and the possibl-e regulatory issues assöciat.ed
r^¡ì j-h 'l ¡r^¡-cnaarl rralri ¡l oe rrcarl ^c mnrlae nf nâaqênõêr

I,9pÚu]a:Ul

transportation. There was much discussion on possible
classification categories, insurance, service terriLory, and
proposed application processes. On April 11, 2OLB, LB 1049, âs
i-ncorporated into LB 909, was passed and signed into law.

Since the workshop, the Commission has sought to determine
the best process for car,riers utilizing low-speed vehícles to
enter into the market. The Commission anticípat.es opening a
docket to begin the formal ruLe and regulation proÕess to codify
the new se::vice classificati'on. In the meanLime, the Commission
believes that it is necessary to provide guidance for those low*
speed vehicle carriers wishing to enter the market pending t.he
adoption of final rules and regulatiòns

Alt prospective low-speed vehicle carriers that would be
símilar t.o t.hose dÍscussed above must comp lete the standard
process to apply for either common or contract carrier status as
def ined by Nebraska st.atute. The application f orm must l:,e
complete with all relevant information as well as any supporting
documentation and the appropriate filing fee. The applícation
will be processed pursuant to Commission rules and policies
governing applications for authority.

1\s previously noted, carriers seeking to ut.ílize low-speed
vehicles such as Tuk Tuks are unable to select a service
classification as required by Commi-ssion Rule 003.01.
Transportation services as discussed during the Legíslative
hearing Õn f-,8 l-049 do not match any of the four exist.ing service
classif icatíons identif ied in Rule 003.0f- (A) - (E) . As the
Commission determines the most appropriate cl-assification Lo
create for these new carriers, âoy applicaLions submitted by
such carriers should clearly identify as a 1ow-speed vehicte
operator on its application for authority.

Any applicaLions received by these types of carriers will
be processed as set forth above pending adoption of rules and
regulations. Because a permanent servj-ce cl-assif ication would
need to be created through the rule and regulat.ion process, ãtrV
further action will occur in the future rule and regulation
docket. Therefore, this investigation should be cl-osed.
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IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by Lhe Nebraska Public Service Com-
mission that any applicaLions for authorit.y received by a

carrier ut.ilizing vehicles def ined by Neb.. Rev. Stat. S 60-501
shaÏl be processed pursuant to t.he guidance seL forth above.

]T ]S FURTHER ORDERED
'and iL is hereby, closed.

that the above-capLioned docket be,

ENTERED AND MADE EFFECTIVE at Lincoln, Nebraska, this 4th of
December, 2018.
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