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BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Application No. PT-20IIn the Matter .of the Nebraska
Public Service Commission, on
its own motion, to investigate
the blocking of rail-road
crossings in Nebraska.

ORDBR RELEASTNG FTNDINGS
AND CLOSING DOCKET

Entered: September 27, 20L6

BY THE COMMISSION:

On October 6, 20!5, the Nebraska Public Service Commission
("Commission") opened the above-captioned investigation into the
blocking of railroad crossings in Nebraska. The Commissj-on
sought written comment on questions related to single entry,/exit
railroad crossings, pubJ-ic complaints about blockages, and any
efforts to address blocked crossings across the state.

Vüritten comments \^rere received f rom BNSF Railway Company
("BNSF-) and Union Pacific Railroad Company (*UPRR"). The
Commission also rece j-ved written comment and telephone call-s
from members of the public to express concerns regarding blocked
crossings in various areas of the state, including areas of
Lincoln, Crete, Fairmont, Pl-attsmouth, and Denton.

In j-ts comments, BNSF stated that it attempts to l-imit the
amount of time that its trains block rail-road crossíngs.
However, BNSF noted that certain conditions might necessj-tate a
stopped train, such as equipment mal-functions, track defects,
traj-n traffic, and weather conditions. BNSF stated that breaking
a train to create an opening for road traffic at the crossing
could extend the amount of time that the train woul-d be stopped
at the crossing due the amount of time needed to perform
required inspections after recoupling and before departure.

UPRR al-so submitted written comments. UPRR stated that
whil-e its operating rul-es f orbid blocking road crossings if a
train is being laid down or secured for an extended period of
time, there are circumstanÇes related to safety, regulator,
network or operational issues which may resul-t in a blocked
crossing. As with BNSF, UPRR stated that decoupling a train into
segments is feasibl-e if the train wil-l- block the crossing for an
extended period of time. According to UPRR, breaking the train
apart can take a minimum of an hour and rejoini-ng the train can
take at l-east another hour due to thre i-nspections and tests that
must be performed before the train can depart. UPRR commented
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that it analyzes train movements to ensure safety and network
efficiency. UPRR al-so works with states'Roads departments and
local municipal-ities on grade crossing j_ssues.

OPINIONS AND FTNDTNGS

The commission recognizes the jurisdiction of both the
Nebraska Department of Roads (*NDOR") and the Federat Railroad
Administratj-on ("FRA") in the area of rairroad grade crossings.
Although the Commission has limited jurisdiction in the area of
rail-road safety, the Commission is concerned about the potential
safety risks associated with long blockages of railroad
crossings over roads that serve as tn'e only road to enter or
exit residential or busj-ness areas. The Commission appreciates
the co¡nqnents of BNSF and UPRR and their willingness to engage j-n
dialogue with the Commission regarding complaints and concerns
rece j-ved f rom the public regarding these single entry,/exit
crossangs.

The commission flnds that a joint effort is necessary in
order to reduce the frequen.cy and duration of bl_ocked cross j_ngs.
The Commission witl continue to monitor these blockages as they
occur, and wilI work in partnership with the NDOR, FRA and
rail-road companies to f ind meaningful sol-utions whenever
possible

In addition, the Commission will engage with the public
regarding blockages. The Commiss'i on recommenrJs the fottowinþ:

1. Vühen a railroad crossing is blocked, the pubtic should use
the Emergency Notification Number l_ocated on the
notifj-cation sign posted at every at-grade crossing ín the
state. Make note of the date, time, and locomotive or
crossing number, if possible, for the emergency number
operator. This j-nf ormation is helpful j-n pinpointing the
location being blocked

2. Members of the public may contact the Commissj_on or the
Nebraska Department of Roads. Each agency has certain areas
of jurísdiction, and may be able to rotÈ together with the
industry to resol-ve issues

The Commission is committed to doing what it can to
j-ncrease public ar¡¡areness of what one shoul-d or shoutd not do
when a train approaches a crossing or when a train seems to be
stopped and is blocking a crossing
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Based on the above, the commissj-on fínds that this
investigation should be cl-osed.

IT IS THEREFORE
Commission that the
hereby, cl-osed.

ORDER
ORDERED by the

above-captioned
Nebraska Public

investigation be,
Service
and is

ENTBRED AND MADE BFFECTIVE
day of Septemb-er, 2076.

at Lincoln, Nebraska, this 2'lth

NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

COMMISSIONERS CONCURRING :

//s//rr Landis
//s//rL¡n schram ,i

/ /si/i/ cxvstal- Rhoades

I

Char_rman

ATTEST:

M4K"
uty Director
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