
SECRETARY'S RECORD, NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVTCE COMMISSTON

In the Matter of the Nebraska
Public Service Commj-ssionr ofl
its own motion, to investigate
the blocking of rail-road
crossings in eastern Cass
County, Nebraska

Application No. PI-200

ORDER RELBASING FINDINGS
AND CLOSING DOCKET

Entered: September 2J, 20L6

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

BY THE COMMISSION:

On September 29, 2015, the Nebraska Publ-ic Service
Commission ("Commission") ope¡red the above-captioned
J-nvestigation into the btocking of railroad crossings in eastern
Cass County, Nebraska. The Commission sought written comment on
questions rel-ated to single entry/exit railroad crossings,
public complaints about blockages, and any efforts to address
blockecl crossings across the state. The Commission afso sought
additional information regarding an August 22, 2015, railroad
crossing blockage at Treasure Istand Road near Plattsmouth,
Nebraska.

Written comments were received from BNSF Railway Company
(*BNSF-) and Union Pacific Railroad Company (*UPRR"). The
Commission also received. written comment and telephone cal-l-s
from members of the pubJ-ic to express concerns regarding bl-ocked
crossings j-n various. areas of the state, including areas of
T,incof n, Crete, Fai-rmont, Plattsmouth, and Denton .

fn its comments/ BNSF stated that it attempts to limit the
amount of time that its trains block rail road crossings.
However, BNSF noted that certain conditions might necessítate a
stopped train, such as equipment malfunctions, track defects,
train traffic, and weather conditions. BNSF stated that breaking
a train to create an openíng for road traffic at the crossing
could extend the amount of time that the train would be stopped
at the crossing due the arRount of time needed to perform
required inspections after recoupling and before departure.

' UPRR afso submitted wrítten comments. UPRR stated that
whil-e its operating rules forbid blocking road crossings, íf a
train is being laid down or secured for an extended perd-od of
time, there are circumstances rel-ated to safety, regulator,
network or operational issues which may result in a bl-ocked
crossing. As with BNSF, UPRR stated that decoupling a train into
segments is feasibl-e if the train wil-l block the crossing for an
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extended period of. time. According to upRR, breaking the train
apart can take a minimum of an hour and rejoi-ning the train can
take at l-east another hour due to the Ínspections and tests that
must be performed before the trai-n can depart. UPRR commented
that it analyzes train movements to ensure s.afety and netw-ork
efficiency. UPRR also works with states/ Roads departments and
local municipal-ities on grade crossing issues.

BNSF worked with UPRR to resolve the frequency and duration
of bl-ocked crossings near oreapolis, Nebraska, which has been an
area of concern for residents near and around. Plattsmouth,
Louisville, and south Bend, Nebraska. BNSF made- capital
investments to install an enhanced signal system, which has
reduced the number of trains stopping and urtimatety blocking
the crossings in question. AdditionalÌy, BNSF and upRR are
working together to share capital maintenance plans and notify
each other regarding track work prior to the commencement of
that work

OPINIONS AND FINDINGS

The commission recognizes the jurisdiction of both the
Nebraska Department of Roads (*NDOR") and the Federar Raílroad
Administration ("FRA") in the area of railroad grade crossings.
Although the Commission has l-imited jurisdiction in the area of
railroad safety, the Commission is concerned. about the potential
safety risks associated wíthr long blockages of rail-road
crossings over roads that serve as the only road to enter or
exit residentj-al or business areas. The Commission appreciates
the comments of BNSF and UPRR and their willingness to engage in
dialogue with the Commission regarding complaints and concerns
recej-ved from the public regarding these single entry/exit
crossings ..

fn regards to the August 22, 2015 blockage at Treasure
Isl-and Road, the Commission received information from the
industry as to what occurred that evening. on the night of
August 22, a storm came through the area which struck down trees
onto a nearby single-J-ine track west of Oreapolis, Nebraska.
Around 7:30 pm, a train struck the downed trees. Trains \^/ere
rerouted untif the trees could be cleared and the stopped train
inspected. As a resul-t, âD empty coal car train \^ras re-routed
onto a side track which crosses Treasure fsland Road for about

'two hours to al-low the passage of a \\Ztt train, which is a train
which carries high-priority goods. As soon as the single track
was cl-ear, the empty coal train was moved.
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Although this particular incident was the spark of this
investigation, the Commission received reports of other
instances where crossings in the area similar to the single
entry/exit crossing at Treasure Island Road are blocked for
vari uS reasons for varylng tengths of time. The Commission
apprecj-ates the efforts of BNSF and UPRR in the development and
implementation of operational changes and a new sígnalj-ng
solutj-on at Oreapolis. HopefulIy, these improvements wiIl help
the flow of railroad traffic in the area and reduce the number
of blockages. The Commission wil-l- cont j-nue to monitor this area
and work in conjunction with the Nebraska Department of Roads,
the Federal Rai]road Administration, BNSF, and UPRR should any
future issues arise

'public regarding
f oJ-lowing:
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1. Vúhen a.railroad crossing is blocked, the pubiic should use
'the Emergency Notification Number l-ocated on the
notification sign posted at every at-grade crossing in the
state. Make note of the date, time, and l-ocomotíve or
cros.sing number, if possible, for the emergency 'number
operator. This information is helpful in pinpointinq the
l-ocation being bl-ocked

2. Members of the public may contact the
Nebraska Department of Roads. Each agency
of jurisdiction, and may be able to work
industrlz to resolve issues.

Commission or the
has certain areas
together with the

The Conunission is committed to doing what it can to
increase publíc ar^raîeness of what oné should or shoul-d not do
when a train approaches a' crossing or when a train Seems to be
stopped and is - lotocking a crossing. Based on the above, the
Commissíon finds that this investigation should be closed

ORDER

ORDERED by the
above-captioned

Nebraska Public
investigation be,

Service
and is

MADE EFFECTIVE at,Linco1n, Nebraska, this 2'lth
2076
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NBBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSTON

COMMISSIONERS CONCURR]NG :

Cha rrman

f

#þ
ATTEST:

SÚ//u,þÑr
Deputy Director
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Commissioner Rhoades, concurring:

f concur with the Commission's decísion to close thís
j-nvesti-gation. However, I have additional- comments which f woul-d
like to put into the record about the blocked crossing issue in
Cass County.

The Commission and the Publ-ic Safety Answerihg Point (PSAP)
in Cass County received complaints on multiple occasions about
trains blocking single ingress/egress access points for the
communities of Buccaneer Bay and Linder Lakes. Blockages I^/ere
varíable and unpredictable, and the duration varied from a few
minutes to several hours. Complainants reported that they \^Iere
unable to report to work and school-, could not return home to
obtaj-n needed medication, and at least one person reported missing
a flight as a result of a train blocking a crossing.

Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) and Union Pacific (UP)
acknowl-edged there had been prolonged blockages at those
l-ocations. The companies worked collaboratively to address the
frequent blockages. While there has been a substantial- reduction
in the number of incidents and the duration of the blockages, the
companies coul-d not guarantee such blockages woul-d not occur in
the future. The public and the Commission should continue to
monitor these crossings and seek to find additional remedies should
additi-onal situations arise.

(' ssr_oner Crystal Rhoades
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