
SECRETARY'S RECORD, NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

In the Matter of the
Prescription of Reasonable Rates
and Charges for Motor Carriers
Passengers and Property for Hire
Subject to the Provisions of
Neb. Rev. Stat. (Reissue 2006),
Chapter 75, Articles 1 and 3.

BY THE COMMISSTON:

APPL]CATION NO. LR_282

GRANTED AS AMENDED

BNTERED: OCTOBBR 2, 2007

OPTNIONS AND FINDINGS

On July 23, 2007, VIP Li-mobus , L.. L. C. , Omaha, Nebraska
f1led an application for authority to estabrish open cl-ass-
shared ride rates as follows:

Shared Rlde Shuttle Service Between Airport and:

Omaha:

Zone First Passenger Each Addt'l- Passenger in same partv

Note 1:
will be

çL2
$16
ç20
Ç2q
ç28

Passengers
charged the

l-
2
3

4
EJ

$e
$e
$10
ç12
$14

originating or terminating outside of Zone 5
Hourly Rate.

Note 2: Baggage charge in excess of two pieces of stowed
baggage and one piece of carry-on baggage per person wirr be
assessed a rate of $5.00 per pj_ece

Note 3: Passenger departing airports, scheduled or non-
scheduled, between the hours of L2:00 a.m. and 4:00 a.m. wirr be
assessed an additional_ $10.00 plus an additional_ $15.00 per hour
($¡.15 per quarter hour) while waiting for passengers to arrive.
Note 4z Passengers cancelj-ng the reservation l-ess than'two (2)
hours prior to the requested pick-up time wil-r be charged the
standard Zone Rate.

Van Shuttle Service between Zones exclusive of

Se,inr"o *irn 
"ov 

ink on recycled pap€rå

Airport:
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Passengers traveling between zones charged the difference in
zones travel-ed (e.g. Travel from a point 1n Zone 2 to Zone 4

would be charged a Zone 2 price).

Passengers originating or terminating outsi-de of Zone 5 will be
charged the Hourly Rate

Omaha Zones:

Zone l-:

Zone 4:
681_L7 , 68L07, 68151, 68L47, 69005

Zone 5: Zip Codes 68113, 68L23, 681-33, 68L28, 681-38, 68L36,
68135, 68130, 68118, 6gLt6

Lincoln Zones:

Zone 1: Zip Codes 68524t 68531, 68521, 68508, 68528

Zone 2z Zip Codes 68532, 68522, 68502, 68503, 68510, 68506,
68504, 6851,4, 68517, 69507

Zone 3: Zip Codes 68527, 68520, 68526, 68516, 68512, 68523

Outsj-de Zone 3 for Lincotn ritt n. charged the hourly rate.

Fuel Surcharge: :

Zone 2:

Zone 3:

Gas per Ga1lon
$0.01.00
$1. 00-1.2s
çr.25-1. s0
$1. sr_-1.7s
$1. r 6.2.00
$2.0t-2 .2s
ç2 .26-2 .50
$2.s1-2.7s
ç2.'t 6-3.00
$3.0L-3.25

Zip Codes 681i-0,

Zip Codes 68104,

Zip Codes 68L12,

Zip Codes 68L42,

68L02,68111

68132, 68!06, 6g105, 6810g

68L52, 68!34, 6}tt4, 681,24, 68L22

68L64, 69L54, 6BtL4, 6g:-37, 69t27,

Surcharge
03
1%

2Z
3å
4Z
5å
6Z
7%

83
9Z

@llnt"d *ltn.oy inr on recyctea paper$
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Surcharge to increase L% for each additionat ç0.25 increase on
gas price.

Emergency action was denj-ed on August 1-, 2007.

l-: 30
v/as

A hearing on this matter was held on September 18, 2001, ât
p.m. in the Commission Hearing Room. Notice of the hearing

sent to all interested parties on September IO, 2007

EVIDENCE

one wltness \^ras called by the Applicant. wirlj-am Alford is
president and o\^/ner of vrP Limobus, L.L.c. He stated that the
proposed rates would be used in his open class,/shared ride
service that is designed primarily to serve the local hotels in
airport transportation. Mr. Alford stated that many hotels are
in support of his service as some do not currently provide the
service and some other hotels want to dlscontinue service that
they currently provide.

The rates are based in amount and in area on those charged
by a simil-ar provider, A & B shuttte, in omaha, according to Mr.
Afford. The 'proposed rates use zrp codes rather than a
geographic area f or ease in on-1j,ne reservations r âs wel-l as
ease in calculation of the amount of the trip. Mr. Alford
stated the design of the service is that all trips would be
prearranged via the internet and paid'by credit card.

After questioning that detailed the proposed rates for
Omaha and Li-ncolnr Mr. Alford stated that he believed that the
rates as proposed \^/ere in the public interest. He also
represented to the Commission that the rates r¡¡ere compensable
for VIP Li-mobus.

upon cross-examination by commj-ssioner schram, Mr. Arford
stated that incoming passengers would not be taken from an
airport to a hotel-. The system is designed for prearranged,
credit card payment transportation only, and to provide a cash
payment option could be a violation of its authorlty.

. upon cross-examination by commissioner Landis, Mr. Alford
detailed that all reservations were to be made on-fine via the
internet.. The reservation system woul-d present the passenger
with a summary of his total charge for the transportation,
including a specific detail of the fuel surcharge in place at
the time of the booking.

@e.'nt"C *itn soy ìnk on recycled paperå
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Mr. Al-ford also stated that the areas set
are essentially the same in time and duration
trip on Omaha.

PAGE FOUR

forth for
as for a

Lincoln
simil-ar

Upon cross-examination by Cornmission staf f , Mr. Al-f ord
stated that his system is proactj-ve in its handling of ai-rline
canceÌlations. Passengers that have f J-ights cancelled wíl-l- not
be subject to a cancel-fation charge if the passenger is not able
to be picked up as prearranged due to a fliqht cancell-ation.

Upon review by the Applicant, it \^ras presented to the
Commission that an inadvertent error had been made in the filing
regarding transportation charges for passengers outside of Zone
5 in Omaha and Zone 3 in Lincol-n. The Applicant requested that
the Application be amended to show a $29.50 charge in Note 1
instead of the hourly rate charge as in the application.

OPTNION AND FINDINGS

The Applicant is a certificated common carrier which hol-ds
Certificate B-1647, which authorizes in the supplement relevant
to this proceeding the transportation of passengers in open
class service by 1"2 passenger or larger bus between points in
Nebraska oveJ irregular rout.es. RBSTRICTIONS: The
tr.ansportation of railroad train cre\^/s and their baggage is riot
authorized. The transportation of passengers by l-imousine is not
authorized.

The service that is the subject of this application is a
nei^/ one for the Applicant. The Applicant stated to the
Commission that hotels have indicated that the shared ride
portlon addressed here is urqently needed. The Applicant states
that the general public will be provi-ded with a shared ride
shuttfe service that is needed.

The Commission finds that the rates and services as amended
are reasonabl-e and competitive with those already in use by
services that are similar to those to be provided by the
Applicant. The Commission further finds that the rates are
compensatory for the Applicant and should provide a reasonable
rate of return for the Applicant to institute and continue to
provide the service.

Upon consideration of the application and being ful1y
advised in the premises, the Commission is of the opinion and
finds that the application should be granted as amended
effective October Ll, 2007

@ erint"o *itn soy int on recycteo paper$
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ORDER

fT IS, THEREFORE' ORDERED by the Nebraska Public Servj-ce
commission that ef fective october 1r, 200i, vrp Li-mobus, L.L. c. ,
ornaha, Nebraska, be, and it is hereby, authorlzed to establish
open class rates for its use as follows:

Shared Ride Shuttle Service Between Airport and:

Omaha:

Zone First Passenger Each Addt'1 Passenger ín same partv
1

2

3

4

5

ç12
$16
ç20
$2q
ç28

$6
$8
$10
çL2
$14

Note 1:
will be

PassenEers originating or terminating outside of zone 5
charged $29.50.

Note 2: Baggage charge in excess of tow pieces of stowed
baggage and one piece of carry-on baggage peï person will be
assessed a rate of $5.00 per piece.

Note 3: Passenger departing airports, schedul-ed or non-
scheduled, between the hours of 1,2200 a.m. and 4:00 a.m. wil_l be
assessed an additional $10.00 pJ_us an additional $15.00 per hour
($3.75 per quarter hour) whire waitì-ng for passengers to arrive.

Note 4: Passengers canceling the reservation less than two (2)
hours prior to the requested pick-up time will_ be charged the
standard Zone Rate.

Van Shuttle Service between Zones exclusive of Airport:

Passengers. traveling between zones
zones traveled (e.q. Travel from a
woul-d be charged a Zone 2 price) .

charged the difference in
point in Zone 2 Lo Zone 4

Passengers originating or
charged the Hourly Rate.

terminating outside of Zone 5 will be

Omaha Zones:

Zone 1: Zip Codes 68110, 68102, 68111

@erint"o "itn 
soy ink on recycled paperê
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Zone 2: Zíp Codes 68104, 681'32, 68L06, 68105' 68108

Zip Codes 681-L2, 68152, 68L34, 6Bt!4, 68124, 681,22

Zip Code s 68L42, 68164, 68t54, 68i-, 68137, 6BL2l ,
6B t-O? , 68151 , 6BL4'7, 68 005

Zone 3:

Zone 4z

681,L7 ,

PAGE SIX

Zone 5: Zip Codes 68113, 68L23, 68133, 68L28, 68138, 68136'
68135, 68130, 68118, 68]-L6

Lincoln Zones:

Zone 1: Zip Codes 68524, 68531, 6852L, 68508, 68528

Zone 2z Zip Code s 685.32, 68522, 68502, 68503, 68510, 68506,
68504, 68514 , 68517, 68507

Zone 3: Zip Codes 68521 , 68520, 68526, 68516, 6851'2, 68523

Outside Zone 3 for Lincoln will be charged $29-50

Fuel Surcharge:

Gas per Gallon
$0. 01-.00
$1. 00-l-.25
$1.2s-1.50
$1. s1-1.7s
$1.76-2.00
$2.01"-2.25
ç2 .26-2 .50
ç2.51,-2 .15
ç2 .'t 6-3 . 00
$3.07-3.25

Surcharge
0%

tz
2%

3å
4%

53
6Z
7Z
B%

9Z

Surcharqe to increase l-3 for each additional $0.25 j-ncrease on
gas price
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MADE AND ENTERED at Lincoln, Nebraska, this 2nd of October,
2o01

NEBRASKA PUBLTC SERVICE COMMISSION

COMMTSSIONERS CONCURRING:

Chai

ATTEST:
,,L ta/ /s/ / Rod Johnson

/ /s/ / Frank g. Landis Deputy Director
A-

)

$crlntea wlrn eol lnr on recyoieo paper$


