
SECRETARY'S RECORD, NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMM]SSION

In the Matter of the
Prescription of Reasonable Rates
and Charges for Motor Carriers
Passengers and ProPertY for Hire
subject to the Provisions of
Neb. Rev. Stat. (Reissue L996),
Chapter 75, Articles 1 and 3.

APPLICATION NO. LR-261

GRANTED AS MODIFIED

ENTERED: DECEMBER 13 ' 2005

BY THE COMMISSION:

OPINION AND FTNDINGS

On September 19, 2005, American Ambul-ance Service, Omaha,

Nebraska filed an application for authority to amend its transportation
rates as follows:

Description
Current
Rates

Proposed
Rates

I Transportation Rates:
A. Between points within the immediate omaha area (includes:

Bellevue, LaVista, Ralston, Papillion, and Millard)
1. One-way $34 $36
2. Round-trip (Same DaY) $65 $70

B. BeLween points in Omaha and points beyond thê immediate Omaha

area:
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e: First 14 miles
-'74
and beyond
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$2.50/mi.
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. 00 /mi
.00/mi
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No
No

ïï Ancillary Rates:
A. Extra Technician $15 $15
B. Vlaiting Time (See Notes 1 & 2) $35/hour $4O/hour
C. Weekend,/Holiday Service No extra charge
D. If patient uses own oxygen No extra charge

If patient uses Omaha Ambulance oxygen n/c $l-0

Note 1: Immediate area incl-udes Omaha, Council Bluffs. Bellevue'
LaVista. Ralston, Papillion and Millard.
Waiting time defined as when vehicle is out of service.
First 15 minutes no charge. After first fifteen minutes,
waiting time charged at $40.00 per hour in one-half hour
increments.

Notíce of the application was published in The Dail-y Record'
Omaha, Nebraska on September 27, 2OO5¡ pursuant io the Commission
rules. There were no protests filed.

The Applicant is a certificated comnon carrier which holds
Certificate B-L246. The certificate authorizes the transportation as a

limousine conmon carríer of handicapped. physically limited and elderly
who do not need nor expect to need medical assistance in route in
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vehicfes specialÌy designed for the accommódation of wheelchairs, on ademancl or advance reservation basis, between points in Nebraska overirregular routes

According to the Appìicant, a rate increasc ic necessaryprimari-ì-y due to the increased costs of fuel-. The Applicant has alsoexperienced increased costs in its insurance programs, emproyee
compensation and other costs associated with òperating 

" Ë,r"ir""".
After consultation with Commission staff, one adjustment was madeto the proposed rate structure. The rates as applied for ca]ledrequested a sixty percent increase 1n the mileage rate for mi]es 15through 74. The rate adjustmenL reduces this amount from g2.00 permile to $1.50 per mi.le, a twenty percent j-ncrease rather than the sixtypercent proposed.

Applicant's current rates were last authorized in 2003. Theproposed rates range from 7 percent to 20 percent. With the costs ofgasoline, even at the current levels, having risen wefl over fiftypercent since 2003, and the consumer price index rising somewhat overfive percent during that time, the prãposed rates do appear to beappropriate' Appticant's proposed rates are competitive with the rateson file for other carriers provlding simil_ar seivices in the omahametropolitan area.

upon consideration of the application and being fulJ-y advised inthe premises. r-lie commission is of the oplnion and finds that theappJ-ication should be granted.

ORDER

rr rs' THERBFORE, ORDERED by the Nebraska public service
commi-ssion that omaha Ambulance service, rnc., omaha, Nebraska, be, andit is hereby, authorized to amend its transportation rates as fo1lows:

Description Ratesï. Transportation Rates:
A. Between points within the immedlate omaha area (includes:

Be11evue, LaVista, Ralston, papilJ_ion, and Mil-lard)1. One-way $362. Round-trip (Same Day) $70B' Between points in omaha and points beyond the immediate omahaarea:
Base rate: Fi-rst 14 mil_es
Mile 15 - 74
Mile 75 and beyond

TÏ Ancillary Rates:
A. Extra Technician
B. üIaiting Tlme (See Notes I e 2)
C. hÌeekend,/Hollday Service
D. If patient uses own oxygen

ff patient uses Omaha AmbuÌance oxygen
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Note 1: Immediate area includes Omaha, Council Bl-uffs, Bellevue,
LaVista, Ralston, Papillion and Millard'

Note 2: Waiting time defined as.when vehicl-e is out of service.

Note 3: First 15 minutes no charge. After first fifteen minutes,
waiting time charged at $40.00 per hour in one-half hour
increments.

MADE AND ENTERED at Lincoln, Nebraska, this 13th day of
becember. 2005.
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