
SECRETARY'S RECORD, NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

In the Matter of the
Prescrj-ption of Reasonabfe Rates
and Charges for Motor Carriers
Passenqers and Property for Hire
subject to the Provisions of
Neb. Rev. Stat. (Reíssue 1996),
Chapter 75, Articles 1 and 3.

APPLICATION NO. BR-301

GRANTED ON AN EMERGENCY
BASIS

ENTERED: APRIL 19, 2005

BY THE COMM]SSION:

OPINION AND FINDINGS

On April 14, 2005, Laidl-aw Transit, Inc., Omaha, Nebraska,
filed an amendment to its application for authority to amend its
charter bus rates for its use as follows:

Description Current Proposed
1

2
3

Per hour charge or
Per Mile (Loaded or unloaded)
Minimum Charge

$32. s0
$1. Bs
s97.50

93s. 00
$1.9s
$10s.00

Note: Charges are based on either the miJ-eage or the hourly
rate, whichever is greater.

Emergency action i-s requested.

AppJ-icant is a certificated conmon carrier which holds
CertificaLe B-I2'75. The certificate authorizes the
transportation of passengers and t.heir baggage between points in
Nebraska over irregular routes. The transportatíon of railroad
train crehrs and their bagqaqe is not authorized.

2003.
The Applicant last received a rate increase in October of

The increase at that time averaged approximately 5.5?.

According to the Applicant, the proposed rates are based on
increasing costs such as vehicle maintenance, facilities and
utilities. These costs have increased around 2.5% over the past
year.

The applicant has al-so had to expend more to recruit, hire
and retain employees. Its labor costs have increased for
maintenance and staffing ürages 2.5%, and driver hrages up to 5.3%.
The Applicant states that the l-abor market in Omaha requires that
these r¡rages be paid in order to attract and maintain a qood work
force -
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The third factor cited by the Applicant for its request for
an increase is the cost of fuel.' The cost of fuel_ is stated to
be 43,'22 in:.giher than it was last year.

The proposed rates represent, an increase in the hourry rate
and the minimum charge of 1.7%, and an increase in the per mile
rate of 5.4% .

The commission j-s aware of several of the factors cited by
the applicant in its request for an emergency rate increase. The
costs of gasoline have increased substantially in the past few
weeks to over ç2.20 per galron. The amount of this increase in
the cost of fuel is creating economic issues for the entire
industry and must be addressed quickly to prevent inlury to
carri-ers.

The rates as proposed are competitive with the rates on
fire for other carriers providing a similar service. The
application is filed in complj-ance with sections 75-308 (Rates)
and 75-72r (Emerqency Rate orders) R.R.s. 2003 and the commission
rules. .

Upon consideration of the application and being fully
advj-sed in the premises, the commission is of the opinion and
finds that the application should be granted effective April 21,
2005.

ORDER

IT IS, THEREFORE, ORDERED by the Nebraska public
service commission that effective Aprir 21, 2oost Laidlaw
Transit, rnc., omaha, Nebraska, be, and it is hereby, authorized
to establish charter bus rates for its use as follows:

Description Rates

1

2
3

Per hour charge or
Per Mile
Minimum Charge

$32.50
$1. Bs
$97. s0

$3s.00
$1.9s
$10s.00

rT IS
Commission

FURTHER ORDERED by the Nebraska public Service
that public notice of this action be publlshed in TheDaily Record, Omaha, Nebraska pursuant to the provisj-ons of

Section 15-1,2L. R.R.S . 2004, and the Commi-ssion,s rules
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MADE AND ENTERED at T,incoln, Nebraska, this 19th day of
Apri1, 2005

NEBR]\SKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMTSSION

COMMISSTONERS CONCURRING :

4ézL Chairman

ATTES'&,t>
Elecutive DiW

//s// Frank andis
//s// Gerald L. vap

@Print"c *iln 
"oy 

int on recyctec paper$


