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In the Mat,ter of the APPlication
of Alford oil ComPanY dba
Embassy lrimo, Omaha, Nebraska,
seeking to acquire, through
transfer, the authority as a
common carrier granted to
Embassy Limousine, Inc., in
Certificate c_-L392.

Appearances

For the APPIicant:
Geoffrey Hal1
PO Box 2l-6
B1air, NE 68008

For Protestant Omaha Ï-.,imousine
Patrick Sullivan
L246 Golden Gate Drive
Suite 1-

Papillion, NE 68046

For the Commission:
Laura DavenPort
300 The At.rium
1,200 N Street
Lincoln, NE 68508

BY THE COMMISSTON

By aPPlication filed JulY
dba EmbassY Limo (Alford Oil),
granted to EmbassY T-,imousine,
1392, which Provides:

Notice
Record ,Ju1Y

APPLICATTON NO. B-1590

GRÀNTED AS MODIFIED

Entered: Oct,ober 29, 2002

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

5, 2002, A1ford OiI ComPanY, Inc'
seeks to transfer the authoritY

Inc. , (EmbassY) in Certificate B-

Passengers and their baggage by luxury sedan

limousines between points in lrlashington, Sarpy,
Douglas and. Cass counties. Supp. l-: Passengers and

their baggage by luxury sedan, lj-mousine ' and

passenger vans between points in Nebraska'
RESTRICTION: The transportation of railroad train
crews and their baggage 1s not authorized. The use of
rate meters is not authorized'

of this application was published in the Daily
9, 2002.
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Applicant sought temporary
granted on .Tuly 23, 2002, for a
Neb. Rev. Stat. S 75-319.

authority, which
90 days, pursuant

operating
period of

PAGE 2

was
to

By amendment noted at. hearing
October 2L, 2002, Afford Oil seeks
authority as follows:

subsequently filed on
further restrict said

and
to

RESTRICTION
Depart,ment
authori zed.

of
The transportation of clients
Healt,h and Human Services

of
is

the
not

Protests were timely filed on behalf of Omaha Limousine,
inc., by and through its attorney Pat,rick Sullivan; Richard
Dinovo; ,Joe Higgíns; and Prince of the Road, by and through its
attorney ,John Boehm. The protest of Omaha Limousine was
subsequently withdrawn.

A hearing was held in this matter
l-0 :00 am in the Commission Hearing Room,

on October 10, 2002, ât
Lincoln, Nebraska.

EVÏDENCE

Mr. Bill Alford testified first on behalf of t.he applicant.
Mr. A1ford is a shareholder of Alford Oil, and has been the
president of the company for l-5 years. The limousine service
portion of the company would be under Alford OiI, Inc. Mr.
Alford testified that he entered into a purchase agreement with
Embassy Limousine for purchase of the authority. Mr. Alford
testified that he woul-d be responsible for the management and
operation of the l-imousine company he seeks to acquire. He
t,estified that during the time that Alford Oil held temporary
operating authority, it has purchased nehr vehicl-es. The company
currently has six vehicles tota1. Alford Oil has provided
service to the public, and has had most of its vehicles booked
on weekends.

Mr. Alford furt,her ' testif ied that protestant Joe Higgins
hras formerly employed by Alford oiI, and that the company owes
Mr. Higgins money that it is willing to repay. Mr. Alford
stated that Mr. Higgins has keys and a cell phone belonging to
the company, and that Mr. Alford has requested that said
property be returned. He further testified that a dispute
regarding payment of the cell phone bill exists. He stated that
he has had difficul-ty contacting Mr. Higgins to attempt to
resolve these issues, but is willing to work toward resolutíon.

I
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Exhibit 2, the application of Alford Oi1, shows that Alford
Oil has a net worth of ç426,965.

Mr. Gary Vecchio testified next on behalf of the applicant.
Mr. Vecchio is the current owner of Embassy, and seeks to
complete the sale of his company to Alford Oil. He testified
that he would serve as a consultant to Alford Oil for a period
of 48 months after the transfer was completed. He further
testified that while under temporary authority, Alford Oil has
operated its business honestly and in a safe and 1aw-abiding
manner.

upon questioning by commission counsel, Mr. Vecchio
testified that he is aware of an outstanding complaint by a
person named Darrell Rutherford for refund of pa)¡ment for a ride
arranged by Embassy. Mr. Vecchio testified that he would repay
Mr. Rutherford. upon receipt of copies of a cancelled check from
Mr. Rutherford.

Mr. ,Toe Higgins testified as a protestant. Mr. Higgins was

a manager for Embassy, and. driver for A1ford Oi1 after it
obtained temporary operating authority. Mr. Higgins testified
that he and other employees are owed money from Embassy and
Alford Oil. Mr. Higgins testified that he is holding some of
Alford Oj-I's property that needs to be retu::ned, and that he is
willing to return the items.

OPINION AND FINDINGS

Transfer of a
necessity and other
governed by Neb. Rev.

certificate of public convenience and
properties of a regulated motor carrj-er is
SÈat. S ?5-3L8. After notice and hearing:

If. . .the commission finds that the transacti-on
proposed will be consistent with the public interest
and does not unduly restrict competition and that the
applicant is fit, willitg, and able to properly
perform the proposed servj-ce, it may enter an order
approving and auth.grizing such consolidation, merger,
purchase, Iease, operating contract, or acquisition of
control of the properties, or any part thereof, or
certificates or permits of the whol-e, ot any part
thereof, upon such terms and conditions as it deems
just and reasonable.

Thus, there are two factors that the Commission must
consider in its analysis: (1) whether the proposed transaction
is consistent wit,h the public interest and does not unduly
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restrict competition; and (2) whether the applicant is fit to
properly perform the proposed service.

The Commission finds that the proposed transaction is
consistent with the public interest. The evidencc shows that
Alford Oi1 will provide adequate service to the public
consistent with the statutes and rules and regulations governing
regulated passenger carriers. Furthermore, the Lransaction does
not unduly restrict, competition. Alford Oil was not in the
limousÍne business prior to the proposed transfer, and the
Commission has no reason to believe that the transfer would have
a negative impact on competition in the limousine market in the
proposed service area.

The Commission further finds that the applicant is fit,
wilIing, and able to properly perform t,he proposed service. The
applícant presented credible evidence as to both the fj-tness of
his character, fj-nancial fitness and fitness of his business
acumen. He presented knowledge of the industry and Commission
requirements. Although Mr. Higgins testified that he is owed
money from Embassy Limousine and Alford Oil, the evidence is
unclear in this regard, as it appears Mr. Higgins is retaining
property of Alford Oil. Thus, such evidence does not cause the
Commission to find AIford. Oil unfit.

Finally, the Commission finds that
transferor,' Certificate B-J'392, should be

the authority of the
cancelled as required

by Neb. Rev. Stat. S 75-31-B

ORDER

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Public Servj-ce
Commission that Application B-1-590 be, and it is hereby,
granted; and that upon compliance with the terms and conditj-ons
set forth in this Order, a CertifÍcate of Public Convenience and
Necessity shall be issued to Alford Oil Company, Inc., dba
Embassy Limo, in Application B-1-590, authorizing the operatíons
set, fort,h in the f oregoing f indings; and that, t,o avoid a lapse
of aut.hority, t,he Certif icate of Public Convenience and.
Necessity issued in Application B-L392, shal1 be revoked and
cancel-Led simultaneously with the issuance of a Certificate of
Public Convenience and Necessity in Application B-l-590.

IT fS FURTHER ORÐERED that applicant shaI1 not, be j-ssued
the Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity authorized
by the Commission unless and until applicant has fully complied,
within a reasonable time from the effect,ive date of this Order,
with Neb. Rev. Stat. sections 75-305 (fees), 75-307 (insurance),
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and 75-3OB (rates) (Reissue 1996), and with the rules and
regulations of the Commission, and. if upon expiration of such
time applicant has not complied with such terms and conditions,
this Order shall-, after reasonable notice to applicant, be of no
further force and effect.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the operations authorized herein
sha1l be subject to the terms, conditions, and limitations which
have been, or may hereafter be prescribed by the Commission.

MADE ArüD ENTERED at l-,inco]n, Nebragka, this 29Lh day of
October, 2002.

NEBR.ASKA PUBLTC SERVICE COMMISSION

SI NG

Chair

IT TS FURTHER ORDERED IhAT
operations until a Certificate
Necessity is issued.

ATTEST:

//s/l\nne C. B 0y e

applicant shall not conduct
of Public Convenience and

W
Executive Director
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