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BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBT,IC SERVTCE COMM]SSION

In the Matter of Lhe
Commíssion, on its own motion,
regarding t.he regulation of
Green Acres MHP, LLC.

Application No. W-014 /Pt-zzl'

ORDER OPENING
]NVESTTGATORY DOCKET

Ent ered : September 25 , 2 01-8
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)

)

)

)
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BY THE COMM]SSION;

The Nebraska Public Service Commission (Commission), on its
own motion, opens the present docket to determine whether Green
Acres MHP, LLC (Respondent) is a private waLer company subject Lo
Commission regulation, and, if so, Lo determine what steps
Respondent must take to come ínt.o compliance wlt.h Commission
requirements

Pursuant Lo the Water Service Regulation Act, Néb. Rev. Stat..
SS 75-l-001 1-012, âs wel-1 as 291' Neb. Admin. Code, ChapLer 6 ,
private waLer companies' rates and charges are regulated by the
Commíssion. The Commission is authorized Lo access aIl- books,
records, and other information of a private water company which
may be necessary for Lhe Conrmission to exercise it.s regulatory
authority. Neb. Rev. SLat. S 75-1004.

Based upon information provided to Lhe Commission by
Respondent, it is t.he understanding of the Commission that
Respondent is a privately owned ent.ity, which has been providing
waLer t.o approximately Lwelve privat.e residences within the SLate
of Nebraska, in the city of Nickerson, Nebraska. The Commission
further understands that Respondent has been providing waLer t.o
these residences since the year 1-998 , or t.hereabouts.

Under Neb. Rev. St.aL . S 75 - 10 02 (2) , a private water company
is defined as "a privaLely owned entiLy oiganized for the purpose
of furnishing wat.er for domesLic use or sewer. services or boLh to
the public, cit.ies, vi-llages, special dist.ricts, or oLher
polit.ical subdivisions. " As part. of its regulatory authority and
pursuant t,o Neb. Rev. -St.aL. S 75-l-003 and 29I Neb. Admin. Code S

6-002.0l-, the Commission, Lhrough its Water DeparLmenL, requires
private waLer companies Lo file a schedule of it,s rates and charges
wiLh the Commj-ssion before.Tuly 1of each calendar year, and to
certify to the Commission the number of cusLomers it. serves.
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The Commission further requires any private water company who
proposes to change any of 1ts rates or charges to provide sixty
(60) days' notice to its customers and to the Commission of the
proposed rates and charges. 291- Neb. Admin. Code S 6-002.05.

fhe Water Department of the Commission has never received
from Respondent an annual report stating its current rates and
charges for water provided to private residences as required by
Commission statutes a-nd regulations. Respondent, has al-so never
notified the Commission of any proposed changes to 1ts rates and
charges for water provided to private residences.

The Cor¡.mÍss ion herebi.' f inds that it is appropriate t,o
investigate wl'rether Respondent is a privaL.e water compan)¡ subject
to Commission jurisdiction, and, if so, what rates and charges
Respondent may set for its customers.

Accordingly, pursuant to the Commission,s power, authority,
and jurisdiction to regulate the rates and charges of private water
companies under Neb. Rev. Stat. S 75-1003, and such other authority
as may become relevant during the course of this inquiry, the
Commission is initiating this investigation to gather inf,ormation
concerning the nature of the business conducted by Respondent. In
furtherance of this investigation, Respondent will be required to
submit written ans\^/ers to the f ollowing questions:

Does Respondent furnish water for domestic use,
sewer services, or both, to the public or any other
districts or subdivisions, other than a mobile home
park?

How many customers in total does Respondent serve?
Of these customers,. how many reside in a mobile
home park, and how many are other types of
customers?

1

2

3

4

5

Does Respondent believe it
exception to the Commissiorì, s
private water companies? If so,
for that belief?

fal1s under an
jurisdiction over
what is the basis

Vrlho,
that

or what entity, o\^/ns the title to the wells
serve Respondents' customers?

What. are the current rates and charges for water
received by the customers served by Respondent?
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What. voice or voting rights do Respondent's
cusLomers have regarding service and maintenance of
Lhe welfs, and regarding charges and fees for the
water?

How have the currenL rates and charges for waler
provided by Respondent, been set? What costs have
been taken into accounL when calculating the
current raLes and charges?

Is there any other information the Commission and
other int,erested parties shoul-d consider in their
review of t.his matLer? If so, please provide an
explanation and supporting documentation.

The
Respondent

Commission hereby requires a written response from
addressing each issue addressed above, accompanied by

6

7

I

supporting
Commission

document.at.ion. The wri-tten
by OcËober L2, 20L8, ât 5:00

responses are due to
p.m. CDT. Service of

the
the

responses may be accomplished by sending an elecLronic copy of the
filing via electronj-c mail to susan. þornGnebraska. gov and
sallie.dietrich@nebraska.gov, so long as all parties are served
via el-ecLronic ma1l contemporaneously with the ema il filing and a

paper copy of t.he filing is received by the Commission wiLhin three
(3) days of the electronic filing.

The Commission furLher finds Lhat a hearing in this matter
should be seL for october 30, 2018, ât 1:00 P:m. cÐT in Lhe

Commission Hearing Room at 3OO The Atrium, 1-200 N Street, Lincoln,
Nebraska. Respondent should be prepared !o answer questions from
the Commission and any other parLies at this Lime.

If auxiliary aids or reasonabl-e accommodat.ions are needed for
atLendance at t.he hearing, parLies are ad.vised call the Commission
aL (402) 47I-3101-. For people with hearing/speech impaírments,
pfease call the Commission at Ø02) 47l--021-3 (TDD) or t.he Nebraska
ReIay System at. (S00) 833-7352 (TDD) or (800) 833*0920 (Voice).
Advance not.ice of aL least seven days is needed when requesting an
int.erpreter.

The Commission hereby advises that if any member of the public
wi-shes to partícipate as a party in this proceeding, a Petition of
Formal InLervention musL be filed with the Commission within Lhirty
(30) days of publicaLion of t,his order. Interested part.ies are
counseled to review the Commission rules of probbdure, found in
2 91- Neb. AdmÍn. Code, ChaPLer f . i
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OR.DER

TT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Public Service Com-
mission that the above-captioned docket, be and is hereby, opened
to determine whether Respondent is a private water company subject
t.o regulation by the commission, and, if so, to determine what.
steps Respondent must take to come into compliance with Commission
requirements.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that consistent with the terms of this
order, Respondent file with the Commission no later than October
L2, 20L8, ât 5:00 p.m. cDT, a written statement. setLing forth a
rôên^nêô l-n a=¡1. ^F +L¡ -L^*-^ 'l .l ^r^l --.^^L ": ^-- ^r ^---- --i Lr- - a auv eqe¡r v! LrrE quvvç--LIÞt.C(l L¿LIC¡TLIUII¡', d.J-QIIg Wf LII a-L-L
necessal-y supporting documentation. R.espondent is hereby aOvised
and counseled to consult with Commission staff in order to
facilitate the sharing of information and determine appropriate
next steps.

ïT rs FURTHER ORDERED that a copy of this order shaIl be
mailed to each residential customer receiving water service from
Respondent via first-class mail.

ÏT IS FINALLY ORDERED that a hearing in this matter will beheld on october 30, 2oL8, ât 1:00 p.m. cDr in the commission
Hearing Room at 300'The Atrj-um, r2oo N street,, Lincoln, Nebraska.

ENTERED AND MADE EFFECTIVE
day of September, 201-8.

at L1-ncoln, Nebraska, this 25th

NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVTCE COMMTSSTON

COMMTSS]ONERS CONCURR]NG :

{

W1tz4*
Chair

ATTEST

4:p

//s//Erank E. Landis
//s//Ylaxy Ridder

Executive Director


