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BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBLTC SERVTCE COMMTSSTON

In the Matter of the
Nebraska Public Service
Commission, on its own
Motion, to administer the
Universal Service Fund High-
Cost Program: WindsLream
Nebraska Inc., Broadband
Grant Request.

Application No. NUSF-99 .35

GRÃNTED

Entered: .January 15, 2OLg

BY THE COMMTSSTON:

OPTNION AND FINDTNGS

By Application filed December 6, 2018, Windstream
Nebraska fnc., (V'Iindstream) seeks high-cost support from the
Nebraska Universal Service Fund (NUSF). Notice of the
application appeared in The Daily Record, Omaha, Nebraska and
in the Hastings Tribune on December 12, 2018. No protests or
intêrveffi;therefore,theCommissionprocessed
this appficat.ion pursuant to it.s Rule of Modified procedure.

Windstream seeks support in the amount of four hundred
fj-ve thousand five hundled fifty-nine dollars ($405{559) for
the construction of facilities to the southwestern area of
the Hastings, Nebraska IT,EC exchange. According to
Iatrindstream, this area of the Hastings Exchange is not

address t,hese customers and others along the route by placing
fiber fed. DSr,AMs within an appropriate distance to provide a
minimum of 1-0 Mbps up to 100 Mbps download speeds. windstream
will place a DST,AM site at a remote l-ocation approximately 1-o

miles southwest of the central office along with fiber cable
placed from the nearesL available existing fiber splice.

vrlindstneam proj ects the t.otal- deployment cost for the
project'is $405,559 and is seeking NUSF support for that
amount. windst,ream is request.ing thaL the funding for this
project be applied against the remaining 2or7 funds allotted
to Windstream.

Windstream estimates t.he proj ect will be complet.ed
within 180 days of application approval. If the project. is
approved, lVindstream will commit to providi_ng broadband
service to all househol-ds in the project area for a minimum
of five years.
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The Commission staff conducted an analysis of,the census
blocks submitted and compared the information against. the
connect America Fund phase rr eligible areas. The commission
staff also reviewed the census bl-ock information and compared
it. to it.s wireline Broadband Mapping data, which uses Fcc
Form 4'7'7 deploymenL data col-l.ected by the FCC biannually. The
commission finds support should be grant,ed in the amount of
$405,559 as reguested by V,Iindstream.

Reguests for Reimburs ement:

lvindstream must first. make t.he j-nvestment and then may
file a request for reimbursement with the NUSF Department.
Windstream does not need to complet.e the construction process
prior to seeki-ng reimbursemenL; rather, it may \^¡ork with the
NUSF Department to develop intervals at which reimbursement
can be sought,. The NUSF Depart.ment will reimburse Windstream
for capital improvement costs made relative to and as
included in the appl j-cation f iled by t.he company for theprojects approved in this order. once the i.nvestment is made,
wj-ncistream shail- file a request for support, provide the NUSF
Department with documentation consisLent wit,h Department.
policy and shall- certify to the Department that it had made
the described investment for the provision, maintenance and
upgrading of facilities and services in the'described rurar
areas.

Report ing Requirements:

windstream shall f il-e, on an annuar basis , consist.ent
with federally designated eligible telecommunicat,ions
carriers (ETCs) , the informati-on required by the commission, s
Telecommunications Rures pertaining to ETCs and Lhe
investment information required by the commission, s order in
Docket NUSF-66. The report should make clear to the
Commission that Windstream will not request reimbursemenL for
equipment where grant money was also received from another
source. windstream shal-l file its annual report on or before
,.Tune 1 of each year

rn addition, the Applicant shall be required to complet.e-
the approved projects within two (2)'years from the date of
this order unless good cause is shown.for a later completion
date. !

I

:'
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Broadband CommitmenLs :

The Commission mai-ntains broadband availability data and
updates that information on at. l-east an annual basis. As a
condition of this support, Vüindstream must report broadband
avail-ability to the Commission u"Oon request. Windstream musL
also confirm that it will not seek duplicative support.
through the FCÒ's funding mechanisms.

ORDER

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Public Service
Commission that the above-captioned application submitted by
Vtindst.ream be and it is hereby granLed as described herein.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED t.hat Windstream shal-l- be subject
to all terms and conditions adopted in this Order.

ENTERED A}TD MADE EFFECTIVE
1-5t.h day of .Ianuary , 20L9.

at ]-,incoln, Nebraska, this

NEBRASKA PUBLTC SERVTCE COMMTSSÏON

COMMIS CONCURRING:

.^Mfu*
ATTEST:

ttr:,¿44 4v
Executive DirecLor*


