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Application No. NUSF-99 .34In the Matter of the
Nebraska Public Service
Commission, on its orr,ln

Motion, to administer the
Universal Service Fund High-
Cost. Program: V{indsLream
Nebraska Inc., Broadband
Grant Request.

GRANTED

Entered: March t2 , 201-9

BY THE COMMTSSÏON:

OPTNTON AND FINDINGS

By Application filed December 6, 2OIB, Vlindstream
Nebraska Inc., (Windstream) seeks high-cost support from the
Nebraska Universal Service Fund (NUSF). Notice of the
application appeared in The Daily Record, Omaha, Nebraska, on
December !2, 2018 and in the Hastinq Tribune on December 13,
20L8. No protesLs or interventions were filed; therefore, the
Commission processed this application pursuant to its Rule of
Modified Procedure.

?üindstream seeks support in the amount of t.hree hundred
eighty-four thousand one hundred twenty-nine dollars
t$àa¿ ,l2g.oo) for the construction of facilities in the
southwestern area of the Glenvi1, Nebraska ILEC Exchange.
Íüindstream st.at.es it does not. currently of f er broadband
service to the community of Paul-ine in the G}envil Exchange.
This project woul-d address Ehese customers and others along
the route by placing four fiber fed DSLAMs within an
appropriate distance to provide a mj-nimum of 10 Mbps up to
1-00 Mbps download speeds

Windstream projecLs the total deployment cost for the
project j,s #446,268.00 but seeks partial support of the total
estimated deployment cost at the amount of $384 ,129.00. The
difference between the cost and the request.ed funding is due
to the fact that Windstream is not seeking funding for the
areas funded by Lhe Federal Communications Commission's
(FCC's) Connect America Fund Phase II program and where there
is a wireline competitor. Windstream is requesting that the
funding for this project. be applied agai-nst the remaining
20]-7 funds allotted to Windstream.
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I¡lindstream estimat.es the proj ect will bewithin 1-80 days of application approval. rf theapproved, Ii'Iindst.ream will commit to providing
servi-ce to all households in t.he project area forof five years.

Page 2

completed
project is

broadband
a minimum

The commi-ssion staff conducted an analysis of the censusblocks submitted and compared the informãtion agaj_nst theconnect America Fund phase rr eligible areas. The commi-ssionstaff also reviewed the census block information and comparedit to its wireline Broadband Mapping data, which uses FCC
Form 4'77 deployment data collected by the Fcc biannually. The
commission finds support should be granted in the amount of
$384 ,l29.OO as requested by Windstream.

Requests for Reimbursement,:

I¡üindstream must first make the investment, and' then mayfile a request for reimbursement with the NUSF Depart.ment.
lvindstream does not need. to complete the const,ruction processprior to seeking reimbursement; rather, it may work with the
NUSF Department to develop intervals at which reimbursemen¡
can be sought. The NUSF Department will reimburse wj-ndstreamfor capital improvement costs made relative to and asincluded in the application fired by the company for theprojects approved in this order. once the investmenl is made,
vrlindstream shal-l file a request for support, provide the NUSFDeparlment with documentation consistent with Depart.mentpolicy and shall certify t.o the Department t.hat it had mad.ethe described investment for the provision, maintenance andupgrading of facilities and services in t.he described rural
areas.

Report inq Requj-rements:

lrlindstream shall- f i1e, on an annuar basi_s, consistentwíth federally designated eligible teLecommunications
carriers (ETcs) , the information required by the commission, s
Tel-ecommuni-cations Rules pertaining to ETCs and theinvestment infòrmat,ion required by th; commission, s order inDocket NUSF-66. The report sÈourd make clear to the
Commissi-on that t'lindstream will not request reimbursement for
equipment where 'grant money rnras also received from anothersource. I¡'Tindstream shal-l file its annuar report on or before
,June 1 of each year.
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In additíon, the Applicant shall be required to complete
the approved projects within two (2) years from the date of
t.his Order unl-ess good ,cause is shown for a later completion
date

Broadband Commitments :

The Commission maintains broadband availability data and
updates. that information on at least an annual basis. As a
condition of this support, Tr'Iindstream must report broadband
availability to the Commission upon request. Windstream must
also confirm that it will noL seek duplicat.ive support
through the FCC's funding mechanisms.

ORDER

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Public Service
Commission that the above-captioned application submitted by
T¡'Iindstream be and it ís hereby granted as described herein.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Vfindstream sha1l be subject
!o all terms and conditions adopted in this Order.

ENTERED AT{D IVIADE EFFECTTVE aI T,inco1n, NebrasKa, This
L2th day of March, 20L9.
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COMMÏ SSONERS CONCURRTNG : T/WF*ra^t
Chair
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Executive Director
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