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BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBL]C SERV]CE COMMISSION

In the Matter of the
Nebraska Publíc Service
Commission, on iLs own
Motion, t.o administ.er the
Universal Service Fund High-
Cost, Program: Windstream
Nebraska Inc., Broadband
Grant Request.

Applicat.ion No. NUSF- 99 .32

GRANTED

Ent.ered: .TanuarY 8, 20L9

project will be comPleted
approval. If Lhe Project is

BY THE COMMTSSÏON:

OPINTON AND FTNDINGS

By Applicat ion f iled November 29 , 2018, V'Ij-ndsLream
Nebraska Inc., (Windstream) seeks high-cost support from
the Nebraska Universal Service Fund (NUSF). Notice of the
application appeared in The Dailv Record, Omaha, Nebraska
and t.he Geneva Nebraska Sígnal News, Geneva, Nebraska on
December 4, 2018. No protests or j-nterventions were f il-ed;
therefore, the Commission processed this application
pursuant to its Rule of Modified Procedure.

Vüindstream seeks support in the amount of thirteen
thousand f ive hundred dollars ($l-3,500) for the
construction of facilities to the southern area of the
Geneva, Nebraskâ ILEC Exchange. According to Windstream,
the communi-ty of Slrang in t.he Geneva Exchange is not
currently offered broadband service. This project int.ends
to address these customers by placing a fiber fed DSLAM

within an appropriate distance to provide a minimum of l-0

Mbps up to l-00 Mbps download speeds. Windstream will place
two DSLAM sites at remote locat.ions approximately 7.8 miles
south of the central- office, along with fiber câble placed
to the nearesL available connection on an existing fiber
route

Windst.ream proj ects the total- deployment cost f or the
proj ect is $1-3 , 500 and is seeking NUSF support, f or t.hat
amount. Windst.ream is requesLing that the funding for this
project be applied against. the remaining 2017 funds
allot,Led to V{indstream

Windstream
within 180 days

estímates the
of application
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approved-, v[indst,ream will commit to providing broadbandservice to all households in the project. area for a minimumof five years.

The cornm,ission staf f conductecl an analysis of thecensus blocks submitted and compared the informat.ionagainst the connecL America Fund phase rr eligíble areas.The commission st.af f al-so reviewed the census bl_ockinformation and compared it to its wirel-ine er""ãbã"äMapping data, which uses FCC Form 477 deployment dalacollected by the Fcc biannually. The comirisåion findåsupport shoul-d be granted in the amounL of gi_3,500 asrequested by Vrlindstream.

Resuests f or Reimbursement.:

?rlindstream musL, first make t,he i-nvestment and then mayfile a request for reimbursement with the NUSF Department.windstream does not need to complete the 
"orrãtrrr"tionprocess prior to seeking reimbursemenL; rather, it may workwith the NUSF Depart,ment to develop intervals at whichreimbursement can be sought. The musF Department willreimburse vrlindstream for capital improvement, costs maderelative to and as incl-uded in the application filed by t.he

company for the projects approved in this order. once theinvestment is made, windstream shal-l- fil_e a request forsupport., provide the NUSF Department with documentation
consist,ent with Department policy and sharl certify to theDepartment that it had made the described investment forthe provj-sion, maj-ntenance and.upgrading of facilities andservices in the described rural areas.

Reporting Requirement.s:

windstream shall fi1e, orì an annual_ basis, consi-stentwith federally designated eligible telecommunicat.ions
carriers (ETCs), the informat,ion required by thecommission's TeLecommunications Rules pertaining to ETCsand the investment information required by the commission, sorder in Docket NUSF-66. The repãrt should make cl_ear toLhe commission Lhat windst="r* will noL request
reimbursement for equipment where grant money was alsorecei-ved from another source. windstream snalt file its
annual re¡iort on or bef ore .Tune 1 of each year.
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In addition, the Applicant shall be required Lo
complete the approved projects within two (2) years from
the date of t.his Order unless good cause is shown for a
later completion date.

Broadband Commitments :

The Commission maintains broadband avail-ability data
and updates that information on at l-east an annual basis.
As a condition "of this support, WJ-ndstream must report
broadband availability to t.he Commission upon request.
Vùindstream must also confirm that. it wi]1 not seek
duplicative support. through t.he FCC's funding mechanisms.

ORDER

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by t.he Nebraska Public service
Commission that the above-captioned application submitted
by Windstream be and it is hereby granted as described
herein

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that. V'Iindstream shall be subject
to all terms and conditj-ons adopted in this Order.

. ENTERED AND MADE EFFECT]VE At'
Bth day of ,-TanuarY, 2019.

Lincoln, Nebraska, this

NEBRASKA PUBLTC SERV]CE COMM]SSION

COMMISS þ;"t^t

ATTEST

Executive Direct T


