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BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUB],IC SERVICE COMM]SSION

In the Mat.t.er of the
Nebraska Public Service
Commission, on its o\^rn

Motion, to administer the
Universal- Service Fund High-
Cost. Program: V'Iindstream
Nebraska Inc., Broadband
Grant Request.

Application No. NUSF-99.30

GRANTED

Entered: January 8, 20L9

BY THE COMMTSSION:

OPIN]ON AND FINDINGS

By Application filed November L3, 2018, WindsLream
Nebraska Inc. , (V{indstream) seeks high-cosL support. from
t.he Nebraska Universal Service Fund (NUSF) . Notice of the
application appeared in The Daily Record, Omaha, Nebraska
on November L9, 20L8. No Protests or i-nterventions \ÀIere

filed; therefore, the Commission processed this application
pursuant to its Rule of Modified Procedure.

Windstream seeks support in the amount of two hundred
Lhirt.y-four t,housand six hundred and len dollars G234,61-0)
for the construction of facilities in the eastern area of
the Fairbury, Nebraska ILEC Exchange. According to
Windstream, this area east of the Fairbury Exchange is no|
currently offered broadband service above 4 Mbps. This
project intends to add.ress these. customers by placing fiber
fed DSLAMs wiLhin an appropriate distance to provide a

minimum of 1-o Mbps up to 100 Mbps download speeds.
Windst.ream will place 2 DSLAM sites at remoLe locations
along a shared new f iber route startJ-ng f rom Lhe central-
office, extending east Lo Lhe exchange boundary'

windstream projects the total deployment. cost for the
project is ç242,700 but is seeking partial NUSF support in
the amount of ç234,610 for this project. The dífference
between the cost and the requesLed funding is due to the
fact thaL Windstream is not seeking funding for the areas
funded by the Federal Communications Commission' s (pCC's)

Connect. America Fund Phase IT program and where there is a

wireline coppetitor. Vlindstream is requesting that the
funding for this project be applied against' the remainj-ng
201-7 funds allotted to Windstream
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vüindstream estimates the project wi11. be completedwithin r-80 davs or appiicarion åppJovar. i;-rhe niJj"", isapproved, windstream wilr "o**iJ to- 
-providing 

broadbandservice to arr- househords in trtu-pr"iã.t area for a minimumof five years.

The commission staff conducted an analysis of thecensus bl0cks submitted and compared the informationagainst the connect America Fund phase rr eligible areas.The' commission staff ar-so reviewed the census blockinformation and compared ir -;"--;;J 
wirer.ine BroadbandMapping data, which uses FCC Form 477 deployment datacol-lected by the Fcc biannualry. The commission findssupport should be granted in th; amounL of ç234,6'0 asrequested by Vrlindstream.

Requests for Re imbursement:

Reporti Requi rements:

windstream must first make the investment and then mayfile a request for reimbursement with the NUSF Department.T¡rlindstream does not neecl- to complete the constructionprocess prior to seeking reimburs"*.ìt,. rather, it may workwith the NUSF Departmãnt to aã""i"p' i.rrt.r.rrr* at whichreimbursement can .be sought. The mus' Department wirlreimburse windstream for capital improvement cosLs maderelative to and. as incr-uded iã the app'rication filed by thecompany f or the proj ect,s approved in t.his order. once Lheinvestment is made, windstream shalr- file a request forsupport, provide the NUSF Department with documentationconsistenL wit.h Department, policy and shar-l certify to theDepartment that ít had made th¿ described investment forthe provisíon, maintenance and upgrading of facirities andservices in the described rural areas.

windstream shalr file, oo an annuar basis, consistentwith federar-ly designated eligible Ler_ecommunicationscarriers (ETCs), the informaiion ,ãã;;;ä"'*To rhecommission's Telecommunications RuJes, p.;Ë;;;, ;" ETCsand the i-nvestment information requi;;'d by the commission, sorder in Docket, NUSF-66. The replrt shour.d make crear tothe commi-ssion rhar windsrrèam ;iii- ;; "?"qrrurt
reimbursement. f or equipment where grant money \^¡as al-soreceived from another source. windsL,ream sharr-. f ire itsannual report on or before .Tûne 1 of each year.
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In addition, the APP1icant sha1l
complete the approved projects within two
Lhe date of t.his Order unless good cause
later completion date.
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be required to
(2) years from

is shown for a

Broadband Commitments :

The Commisbion maíntains broadband availability daLa

and updates that information on at least an annual basis'
As a condition of this support, windstream must report'
broadband availability, Lo the commission upon request'
windstream must also confirm Lhat it will not seek

duplicaLive support. t.hrough t.he FCC',s funding mechanisms.

ORDER

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Public Service
commission t.hat the above-capt.ioned application submiLted
by windstream be and it is hereby granted as described
herein.

TT TS FURTHER ORDERED ThAT V'TiNdSI CAM ShA1l bC SUbJCCL

to all terms and conditions adopted in'this order.

ENTERED AND MADE EFFECTÏVE
Bth day of ,IanuarY, 201-9.

at Lincoln, Nebraska, this

NEBRASKA PUBL]C SERVICE COMMTSSION

COMMISSONERS CONCURRING : p*{¿-J

Chair

ATTES T

ry

Executive DirecLor


