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BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBL]C SERVICE COMMISSTON

In the Mat.ter of the
Nebraska Public, Service
Commission, on its oü/n
Motion, to administer the
Universal Service Fund High-
Cost Program: Windstream
Nebraska, Inc. Broadband
Grant Request.

Application No. NUSF-99.29

GRÃNTED

Entered: April 9, 20L9

BY THE COMMÏSSION:

OPINION AND FTNDTNGS

By Application filed November 1-3, 20L8, fVindstream
Nebraska, Inc. (lüindstream) seeks high-cosL support from the
Nebraska Universal Service Fund (NUSF). Notice of the
application appeared in The Daily Record, Omaha, Nebraska, on
November t9, 201-8. No prot.ests or int.erventions welîe f iled;
accordingly, the Commission processes t.his application
pursuant to it.s Rule of Modified Procedure.

Vüindstream seeks support in the amount of seventy-one
thousand seventy-seven dollars (ç7A,077. 00) for install-ation
of a new DSLAM to serve a portion of the Northeast,ern area of
the Fairbury, Nebraska, ILEC Exchange. Aft.er the project is
complete Windstream expect.s Lo provide broadband at speeds of
up to l-00 Mbps. The speeds will depend on the location of the
subscriber. T¡'tindst.ream estimates t.hat this proj ect, will
resul-t in at least 1-8 new broadband subscribers.

Windstream filed this applicat.ion with qne other project
providing service upgrades affecting the SoutheasLern area of
the Fairbury Exchange. In total, Windstream seeks
#266,827 .OO. The estimat.ed cost of the project serving the
Northeastern area of the Fairbury Exchange is ç71-,077.00.

üüj-ndst.ream estimates the proj ect, will be completed
within L5O days of applicat,ion approval. If the project. is
approved, lrli-ndstream will commíL to providing broadband
service to all households in the project area for a minimum
of five years.

the Commission staff conducted an analysis of the census
blocks submitted and compared the information against the
ConnecL America Fund Phase II eligible areas. The Commission
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staff also reviewed the census block information and compared
it to its wireline Broadband Mapping data, which uses FCC
ñ^--- Â-- l^-f ^---^-! l^L^ ^^a I ^-L-l L-- LL^ Li ------11-- ñL^El-)Lt.t +, t t (JSI,J-(JylllerrL (JclLcr uuJ- JeuLerJ rJy Lrre rç\- J.)J-cr.rrllLrctJ-r-y. J-Irc
Commission finds support shouLd be granted as requested by
Vlindstream.

RequesLs for Reimbursement:

lVindstream must first make the investment and then may
file a request for reimbursement wit.h the NUSF Department.
llindstream does not need to complete the construction process
prior to seeking reimbursemenL; rat,her, it may work with the
NUSF Department to develop intervals at which reimbursement
can be sought. The NUSF Department. will reimburse Windstream
fnr r.¡ni l-¡'l i mrrrrrrramonl- r'nel-c mada ra] ¡l i rra l-.ì ¡n¡l .âc!*...1-.

included in the application filed by the company for the
plojects approved in this Order. Once t,he i-nvestment. is made,
Windstream shall- file a request for support, provide the NUSF
Department. wit,h documentation consistent with Department
policy and shall certify to the Department t.hat it had made
Lhe deseribed invesLment for the prowision, mainLenanee and
upgrading of facilities and services in the described rural
areas

Reporting RequiremenLs :

Wi.ndstream shal1 f i1e, ofr an annual basis, cons j-stent
with federally designated eligible telecommunications
carriers (ETCs) , the information required by the Commission's
Telecommunications Rules pertaining to ETCs and the
investment information required by the Commission's Order in
Docket NUSF-66. The report should make clear to the
Commission that, WindsLieam will not request reimbursement for
equipment, where grant money was also received from anot,her
source. VüindsLream shal-L file its annual report on or before
,June l- of each year.

In addiLion, the Applicant shal] be requi-red Lo complete
the approved projects within two (2) years from Lhe date of
this Order unless good cause is shown for a later completion
date

Broadband Commitments :

The Commission maintai-ns broadband availability data and
updates that information on at least an annual basis. As a
condition of this support, ïüindstream must report broadband
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availability to the Commission upon request. lrlindstream must
aiso confirm that it wÍI1 not seek duplicat.ive support
f-hrnr"^l.r l-1-ra Étf\a1 t ã f",*1.: *- 

-^-L--'u¡¡ivugii Li¡e E vL- tr J_ UíÌCij-iÌg meC¡iAïjj_SmS .

ORDER

rr rs THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska public service
commission that the above-captioned application submitted by
vrlindstream be and it is hereby grantea-ãs described herein.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED t,hat Uindstream shall be subj ect.
to alL terms and conditions adopted in this Order.

ENTERED A}üD
9th day of Apri1,

MADE F:FFE:CT]\"/E
20t9

.ât. T.i nan] n lrTahraaLa {-}..is¿¿¡vv¿¡¡, iïuj.jl-ctÞJ!d., LIiJ_s

NEBRASKA PUBIJTC SERVTCE COMMISSTON

COMMISSONERS CONCURRTNG : 7ry1F'-r¿*
Chaír I

ATTEST:

Execut.ive Director


