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Application No. NUSF-99.28In the Mat.ter of the
Nebraska Public Service
Commission, on its own
Motion, to administer the
Universal Service Fund High-
Cost Program: Vüindstream
Nebraska Inc., Broadband
Grant Request.

BY THE COMMISSION:

OPINTON A

By Application filed

on November 16, 2018.
filed; therefore, the

GRANTED

Entered: 'JanuarY B, 20]-9

ND FTNDTNGS

November 9, 2OIB, Windstream
Nebraska Irtc. , (Windstream) seeks high-cost
the Nebraska Universal Service Fund (NUSF) '

support from
Not.ice of the

Commj-ssion processed this application

application appeared in The Daily Record, Omaha, Nebraska
No protests or inLervenLions were

pursuant to it.s Rule of Modified Procedure'

vüindst.ream seeks support in the amounL of two hundred
thirteen thousand seven hundred d'ol}ars ($21-3 ,700) for the
construction of facilities to the southeastern area of the
Beatrice, Nebraska ILEC Exchange. The Holmesville community
southeast of Lhe Beatrice Exchange is not currenLly offered
broadband service. Wind.stream states Lhis projecL intends
to address t.hese customers by placing a f iber f ed Dsl,AM

within an appropriate distance to provide a minímum of 10

Mbps up Lo 1oo Mbps download speeds. windstream will place
one DSLAM sit,e at a remote location approximately 6.5 miles
southeast of the CenLral Office, along with fiber cable
placed to t.he nearesL availabfe connection on an existing
fiber route.

windstream projects the Lotal deployment cosL for the
project is $2L3,ZOO and is seeking NUSF support for that
ãmount. Vüindstream is request.ing t.hat the funding for this
project be applied against Lhe remaining 20:-7 funds
allotted t,o WindsLream.

lVindstream esL j-mates the proj ect will be

within]-BOdaysofapplicat'ionapproval.Ifthe
approved, Wj-ndstream wil-l commit to providing

complet.ed
project is

broadband
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service to a.l_l- househol_ds
of five years.

Page 2

in the project area for a minimum

The commission staff conducted an analysis of thecensus blocks submitted and compared t.he informationagainst the connect America Fund phase rr eligible areas.The commission staff al-so reviewed the census blockinformation and compared it. to 1ts wirer-ine BroadbandMapping dat,a, which. uses Fcc Form 477 deployment datacollected by the FCc biannually. The commi_ssion findssupport should be granted in the amount of ç2r3,700 asrequested by Vüindst.ream.

Reguests for Reimbursement:

lrlindstream musL, first make the investment and then mayfile a request for reimbursement with the NUSF Department.lvindstream does not need to complete t.he constructionprocess prior to seeking reimbursement; rather, iL may workwith the NUSF Department to develop intervals at whichreimbursement can be sought.. The ñUSF Department. willreimburse windstream for capital i-mprovement costs maderelative to and as included in the application filed by the
company for the projects approved in this order. once theinvestment is made, windstream shalr- file a request forsupport, provide the NUSF Department. with documenLationconsistent with Department policy and shal_l certi-fy to t.heDepartment Lhat it had made þhe descri_bed investment forthe provisi-on, maintenance and upgrading of facilities andservices in the described rural areas.

Report i-nq Requirements

vüindstream shall file, on an annuar basis, consistentwith federally designated eligible telecommunications
carriers (ercs¡, the information required by thecommission's Telecommunicat.ions Rul-es pertaining to ETCs
and the investment information required by the commission, sorder in Docket, NUSF*66. The report should make cl_ear tothe commission thaL windst.ream will not request
reimbursement for eguipment where grant money was al_soreceived from another source. windst,ream shall file Ítsannual report on or bef ore ,June 1 of each year.

fn
compleLe

addition, the Applicant shal_1 be required tothe approved proj ects within th/o (2) years f rom
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the date of t.his Order unless good cause is shown for a

later completion daLe

Broadband Commi-tments :

The Commission maintains broadband avail-ability data
and updates that information on at least an annual basis'
As a condition of this support, windstream must report
broadband availability to the Commission upon request'
I¡rlindstream must also conf irm that it wi]l not seek
duplicaLive support through t.he FCC's funding mechanisms'

ORDER

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Public Service
commission that the above-captioned application submitted
by WindsÈream be and it is hereby granted as described
herein.

' IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that. windstream shall be subject
t.o all terms and conditions adopted in this order.

ENTERED AND MADE EFFECTTVE AT ],1NCO1N, NCbTASKA, IhiS
Bth day of .TanuarY, 20L9.

NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

COMMTSSONERS CONCURRING :

Ì

ØrÅÅ-/

r_r

ATTES

ExecuLi-ve Dire


