
SECRETARY'S RECORD, NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBLTC SERVICE COMMTSSTON

fn the Matter of t.he )
Nebraska Public Service )
Commission, on its otnrn )
Motion, to administer the )
Universal Service Fund High- )
Cost Program: Windstream )
Nebraska Inc., Broadband )
Grant Request ) Entered: lJanuary 8, 20lg

BY THE COMMISSTON:

OPTNTON A

By Application fited

ND FTNDTNGS

November 9, 2018, Wi_ndstream
Nebraska f nc. , (Windst,ream) seeks high_cost
the Nebraska Universal_ Service Fund. (NUSF).

support from
Notice of the

Application No. NUSF- 99.25

GRANTED

application appeared in The Daily Record, Omaha, Nebraska
46, 2OLB. No protests or interventions hrere
ore, the Commission processed this application
ts Rule of Modified procedure.

on November
filed; theref
pursuant to i

vrlindst.ream seeks support. in t.he amount of one hundredthirty-six thousand sevent.y-five dorl_ars (g136 ,07s) for theconstruction of facilities to the norL,hern area of Lhecortland, Nebraska ILEC Exchange. lvindstream states thearea of the north cortland Exchange is not currentlyoffered broadband servíce above 4 Mbps. This project
int,ends t.o address these customers by placing f iber f ed
DSLAMs within an appropriate distance to provide a minimumof 10 Mbps up to 100 Mbps down]oad speeds. vüindstream willplace 3 DSLAM sites at remote locations along a shared ne\^/fiber route, starting approximat.ely 2.5 miles north of thecentral of f ice extending north to t,he communi-ty ofPrinceton.

windst.ream projects the total deployment cosL for theproject is ç214,580 but seeks partial support of the totalestimated deployment cost at the amount oî g136,ojs. Thedifference between the cost and the requested funding is
due to the fact that vrlindstream is not seeking funding forthe areas funded by the Federal- communj-cations commission, s(rcc's) connect America Fund phase rr program and where
there is a wireline competitor. I¡rlindstream is requesting
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that. the funding for t.his project be applied against the
remaining 2OI7 funds allotted to Windstream.

windstream estimates t.he project will be completed
within 1-BO days of application approval. If the project is
approved, V,IindsLream will commit to providing broadband
service to all households in the project area for a minimum
of five years.

The Commission st.aff conducted an analysis of the
census blocks submitted and compared the information
against the Connect America Fund Phase II eligible areag.
The Commi-ssion staff also reviewed the census block
informãtion and compared it to its wireline Broadband
Mapping data, which uses Fcc Form 477 deployment data
col-l-ected by the FCC biannually. The Commission f inds
support should be granted in the amount of $136,075 as
requested by Vüindstream.

Reque sts for Reimbursement:

Windstream musL first make the investment and then may

file a request for reimbursement with the NUSF Department.
Vüindstream does noL need to complete the construction
process prior to seeking reimbursemenL; rather, it may work
t"i-tft the NUSF DeparLment t,o develop inter-val-s at which
reimbursement can be sought. The NUSF Department will
reimburse Vüindstream for capital improvemenL cosLs made

relative to and as included in the application filed by the
company for Lhe projects approved in this Order. Once the
j-nvestment is made, lVindstream sha11 f i]e, a request f or
support, provide t.he NUSF Department with documentation
conãistent with Department, policy and shaff certify to the
Department that ít had made the described investment for
thã provision, main|enance and upgrading of facilities and

services in the described rural areas.

Reportinq ReguiremenLs:

Windstream shall- file, ofl an annual basis, consigtent
with federally designated eligible telecommunications
carriers (ETCs), the information required by the
Commission' s Telecommunications Rules pertaining to ETCs

and the invesLmenL j-nformation required by the Commission' s

Order in Docket NUSF-66. The report shoul-d make clear to
the commission that windstream will not request
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reimbursement for equipment where grant money
received from another source. Windstream shall
annual report on or bef ore ,June 1- of each year -

In addition, Lhe Applicant. shalI. be required to
complete the approved projects within two (2) years from
the date of this Order unless good cause is shown for a
later completion date.

Broadband Commitments :

The Commission maintains broadband availability data
and updates that information on at least. an annuaf basis.
As a condition of this support, Windstream must report
broadband availability Lo the Commission upon request.
Vüindstream musL also conf i-rm that it wil-l not seek
duplicative support t.hrough the FCC's funding mechanisms.

ORDER

. IT TS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Public Servj-ce

.,Commission that the above-capt.ioned appfication submitted
.by Vüindstream be and it is hereby granted as described
herein.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Windstream shall be subject
to all- terms and conditions adopted in this Order.

ENTERED AND MADE EFFECÎTVE
Bth day of 'January, 201'9.

at Lincoln, Nebraska, this

NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

was also
file its

COMMTSSONERS CONCURRING :

e¿d¿¿á-4-Ø, .n^rK
ATTEST:

ExecuLive Di recto


