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BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBI-.,TC SERV]CE COMMISSION

In Lhe Matter of the
Nebraska Public Service
Commission, ,on its own
Motion, Lo administer the
Universal Service Fund High-
Cost Program: WindsLream
Nebraska Inc., Broadband
Grant RequesL.

BY THE COMMISSION¡

OPIN]ON A

By Application filed

Application No. NUSF-99 .23

GRANTED

Entered: JanuarY B, 20L9

ND FTND]NGS

November J, 201-8, V'Iindstream
high-cost support from

(NUSF) . Notice of the
Nebraska Inc., (Windstream) seeks
the Nebraska Universal Service Fund
application appeared in The Dailv Record, Omaha, Nebraska
on November !6, 2OIB. No protests or interventlons \^/ere

filed; t.herefore, the Commission processed this application
pursuant Lo it.s Rul-e of Modified Procedure

Windstream seeks supporL in the amounL of one hundred
and eight thousand four hundred fifLy-five dol1ars
($1-08 ,455) for the construction of f acil-ities to the
northern area of the Bruno, Nebraska II-,EC Exchange .

Windstream sLates t.he Abie communiLy north of the Bruno
Exchange is not currently offered broadband services. This
project intends to address these customers by placing a

fiber fed DST-.,AM within an appropriat.e distance to provide a

minimum of 1-O Mbps up to 100 Mbps download speeds. The
proj ect will place one DST-,AM site at a remote l-ocation
ápproximately 3 . 5 mil-es north of the Central- Of f ice.

lvindstream projec|s t.he tot,al. deployment cost for the
project is çL74,186 but seeks parLial support. of the total
estimated deployment cost at the amount of $l-08,455. The

difference between the cost and the requesLed funding is
due to the fact t,hat Windstream is not seeking funding for
the areas funded by t.he Federal Communications Commission's
(FCC, s) Connect America Fund Phase II program and where
there is a wireline compeLitor. TVindstream is requesting
that the funding for this project be applied against the
remaining 2Ol7 funds allotted to lVindstream
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Vrlindstream estimates the proj ect wil_l- bewithin 1-80 days of application approval. Tf theapproved, TVindstream will commit to providing
servi-ce to all- households in the project area forof five years.

/

The commission staff conducted an analysis of thecensus blocks submitted and compared the informationagainst the connect America Fund phase rr eligible areas.The commission staff also reviewed lhe census b]ockinformation and compared it to its wireline BroadbandMapping data, which uses FCc Form 4tr7 deployment datacollected by the FCc biannually. The commisåion findssupport shoul-d be granted in the amount of gi_og ,4s5 asrequested by Windstream.

Requests for Reimbursement:

vrlindst.ream must, first make the investment and then mayfile a request for reimbursemenL -with Lhe NUSF oepartment-.
vüindstream does not need to complete the .orrãtr.rct ionprocess pri-or to seeking reimbursemenL; rather, it may workwith the NUSF Department t.o develop interval_s at whichreimbursement can be sought. The NUSF Department willreimburse vrlindst.ream f or capital j_mprovement cosLs maderelative to and as included in the application filed by the
company for the projects approved in this order. once theinvestment is made, windstream shall file a request, forsupport, ,provide the NUSF Department wit.h documentation
consistent. with Depart.ment policy and shall cert.ify t.o theDepartment that it had made the described lnvestment forthe provision, maint,enance and upgrading of facilities andservices in the described rural_ areas.

Reportinq RequiremenL,s:

windstream shall file, on an annual basis, consl-stentwit.h federally designated erigible telecommunicationscarriers (ETCs), the informat.ion required by thecommission's Telecommunications Rules pertaining to ETCs
and the investment information required by the commission, sorder in 'Docket NUSF-66. The report shoul_d make cl-ear t.ot.he Commission that V,Iindstream will not request
reimbursement for equipment. where grant money rüas al_soreceived from anothèr source. windsLream shall file iLsannual report on or bef ore ,June 1 of each year.

completed
project is

broadband
a mi-ni-mum
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ïn addition, the Applicant shall- be required to
complete the approved projects within two (2) years from
the date of this Order unless good cause is shown for a
later completion date

Broadband Commitment.s :

The Commissioh maintains broadband avail-ability dat.a
and. updates that. information on at least an annual basis.
As a condition of this support, WindsLream musL report
broadband availability t.o the Commission upon request..
Windstream musL al-so conf irm that it. wil-l not seek
duplicative support through the FCC's funding mechanisms.

ORDER

' IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Public Service
Commission that the above-capLioned application submitted
by V'Iindstream be and it. is hereby granted as described

:herein.

, IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Windstream shall be subject
:: le rtt terms and condit.ions adopted in this Order.

ENTERED AND MADE EFFECTIVE
8t.h day of .Tanuary, 2019.

at, Lincol-n, Nebraska, this

NEBRASKA PUBL]C SERVICE COMMTSS]ON

PÅÅ"JCOMM]SSONERS CONCURRING :

Ch

ATTEST:

ryat_r

ExecuLive Director


