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BEFORE THE NEBR.A.SKA PUBI,IC SERVICE COMMTSSION

In the Matter of the
Nebraska Public Service
Commission, on its own
Motion, to administ.er the
Universal Service Fund High-
Cost Program: Windstream
Nebraska Tnc., Broadband
Grant Request..

BY THE COMMTSS]ON:

OPINT

By Application
Nebraska
Nebraska

Applicêtion No. NUSF-99 .22

GRANTED

Entered: March 5, 2OL9

ON AND FINDTNGS

filed November 7, 20L8, Windstream
Tnc. , (Vfindstream) seeks high-cost support from the
Universal Service Fund (NUSF). Notice of the

application appeared in The Dail Record, Omaha, Nebraska, on
November L6, 2018. No Protests or interventions were filed;
therefore, the Commission processed this
to iüs Rule of Modified Procedure

application pursuant

Windstream seeks supporL in the amount of sixty-four
thousand four hundred ninety dollars. (ç64,490.00) for t'he
consLruction of facilities in the Murray, Nebraska ILEC

Exchange. Windstream states this exchange currently has
limited broadband service. Customers wiÚhin reach of existing
service received 1-.5 Mbps up t.o very few 25 Mbps speeds
depending on t.he copper loop length from the equipment. This
prãject will place one DSLAM site at a remote location
ãpprox:-mately one mil-e west of t.he Central Office, along with
fiÈer cable placed to the nearest avail.able connection on 'an

exist,ing f iber route. These network upgrades will enable a

network capable of minimum speeds of 25 Mbps up to 1-00 Mbps

download speeds

Windstream projects the total deployment cost for the
proj ect is $81-, 21-O . 0O but seeks partial support of the total
ãstimated d.eployment cost at the amount of ç64,490.00. The

difference between the .cost and the requested funding is due

to the f act that Wind.stream j-s not seeking funding for the
areas funded. by the Federal Communications Commission's
(FCC, s) Connect America Fund Phase II program and where there
is a wireline competitor. v'lindst,ream is requesting that the
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funding for this project be applíed
201,7 funds allott.ed to Windstream.
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complet,ed
project is

broadband
a miniñrum

Windstream estimates t.he proj ect wil_I bewiLhin i_80 days of application ãppiovaf . ïf t,heapproved, windstream will .o**iC to providingservice to alr househords in the projã.t area forof five years.

' The commission staff conducted an analysis of the censusblocks submiËted .ld compared the information against t.heconnect America Fund phase rr eligible areas. The co**i==io'staff also reviewed the census urocr information and comparedit to its wírer-ine Broadband Mapping data, which uses FCCForm 477 deployment data corlecteå-nv the Fcc biannually. Thecommission finds support should be lranted in the amount ofç64,490.00 as requested by Windstream.

windstream must first, make the investment and then mayfile a request for reimbursement with the NUSF Department.windstream does not need to compiete the consLruction processprior to seeking reimbursemenL; rat.her, it may work with theNUSF Depart,ment to develop interwars at which reimbursementcan be sought. The NUSF Depart,ment will reimburse Vrlindstreamfor capitar improvement costs made relative--a"-'ä";-";;íncl-uded in the application fired by the company for theprojects approved in this order. once the investmenl i" .*"ã;,vrlindstream sha]L fire a request for support, provide the NUSFDepartment with documentation consiãlent with Departmentpolicy and shall certify to the Department that it had madethe described investment f or t.he p-rovision, maintenance andupgrading of facilit.ies and services in the described ruralareas

Reguests for Reimbursement:

Report, inq Reguiremenls:

windstream sharr file, or an annual basís, consistentwith federally designated eligible telecommunicationscarriers (ntcs) , the information required by Lhe commission, sTel-ecommunications Rul-es pertaining to ETCs and theinvestment, information requiied by Lh; commission, s order inDocket NU'F-66. The report should make cr-ear to thecommission that windstream wil-l- not request rei-mbursemenL forequípment where grant money hras also received from another
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source.. Windstream shall file 1ts annual report on or before
.Tune l- of each year.

In addition, the Applicant shall be required to complete
the approved projects within two (2) years from the date of
this Order unless good cause is shown for a later compleLion
date.

Broadband Commitments :

The Commission maintains broadband availabilíty data iand
updates that information on at least an annual basis- As a

condition of t.his support, Vüindstream must report broadband
availability to the Commission upon request. V'Iindstream must
also confirm t.hat it will not seek duplicative support
through t.he FCC's funding mechanisms.

ORDER

, IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Publ-ic service
Commissio4 that the above-captioned application submitted by

. trVindstream be and iL is hereby granted as described herein.

.,, IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that l¡üindstream shall
Lo all terms and conditions adopted in this Order.

be subject

ENTERED AND
5th day of March,

COMMISSONERS CONCURRING :

MADE EFFECTIVE
20l.9

ATTEST

at Lincoln, Nebraska, this

NEBRASKA PUB],TC SERVICE COMMISSION

ry
Chair t

--(pt/,¿

G/ /.{v
Executive Director


