
SECRETARY'S RECORD, NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

In the Matter of t.he
Nebraska Public Service
Conìmission, on its own
Motion, to administer t.he
Universal Service Fund High-
Cost Program: Wíndstream
Nebraska Inc., Broadband
Grant Request.

Application No. NUSF-99.20

GRANTED

Entered: January B, 201-9

BY THE COMMISSTON:

OPTN]ON AND FINDINGS

By Application f iled Oct.ober 26, 20L8, lVíndstream
Nebraska Inc., (Vüindstream) seeks high-cosL support from
t.he Nebraska universal- Service Fund (NUSF) - Not.ice of the
application appeared in The Daily Record, Omaha, Nebraska,
on November 1, 2Ol8 and in The Vüahoo Newspaper on November
B, 20L8. No prot.ests or interventíons were f iled;
theref ore, Lhe Commission processed t,his applicatíon
pursuant to its Rul-e of Modj"fied Procedure.

Windstream,seeks support in t.he amounL of eighty-seven
thousand seven hundred seventy-seven dollars ($87, 777 .00)
for t.he construction of facil-ities in the T^¡estern side of
the Cedar Bl-uf f s and Colon, Nebraska II-,EC Exchanges.
Windstream states the Central Offices for these exchanges
are currently connected wit.h interoffice fiber facilities.
Customers may currentl-y be able Lo receive 4 Mbps down/t
Mbps upload or bet.ter depending on the copper loop length
from the equipment. This project will place 2 sites, one at
the Cedar Bluffs Central Office and another remote Base
Station approximately 4 miles southwest of the Cedar Bluffs
Central Office. These network upgrades will enable a
net.work capable of minimum speeds of l-0 Mbps download and 1

Mbps upload, and depending upon the distance from the
remote Base Station, much faster speeds will be available.

Windst.ream projects t.he total deployment cosL for the
project is $l-56 ,4!5 but seeks partial support of the total
estimated deployment cost at the amount of #87,777. The
difference between the cost and the requested funding is
due to the fact that Windstream is not seeking funding for
the areas funded by the Federal- Communications Cornmission's
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(FCC's) connect. America Fund phase rr program and wherethere is a wireline competitor. I¡üind.stream is requesting
that t,he funding for this proj ect be applied agaiãst theremaining 20l-6 funds allotted to Windstream

windstream estimaLes the project will- be completedwithin 180 days of application approval. rf t.he project isapproved, lvindstream will commit. to providing bràadbandservice to all households in the project area for a minimumof five years

The commission staff conducted an analysis of thecensus blocks submitted and compared the information
against the connect America Fund phase rr eligible areas.The commission staff arso reviewed the census bl_ockinformation and compared it to its wirel_ine Broadband
Mapping data, which uses Fcc Form 477 deployment datacollected by the FCC biannually. The commission find.ssupport shoul-d be granted in the amount of #87,7i7 as
requested by Wrndstream.

Reguests for Reimbursement:

windstream must first make t.he investment and then mayfile a request for rej-mbursement with the NUSF Department.
ltTindstream does not. need t.o complete the const,ruct ionprocess prior Lo seeking reimbursement; rather, iL may workwith the NUSF Department Eo cievelop intervals at which
reimbursemenL, can be sought. The NUSF D'epartment wirlreimburse vüindstream for capital improvement costs maderelative to and as included in the application filed by the
company for the projects approved in thls order. once the
investment. is made, wj-ndstream shal-l f ile a. request f orsupport, provide t,he NUSF DeparLment with documentatÍon
consistent with Department policy and shal1 certify to the
Department that it had made the described investment forthq provision, maintenance and upgrading of facilit.ies andservices in the described rural_ areas

Reporti ng Requirements;

windstream shall fire, on an annual basis, consistent
with federally designated eligible telecommunications
carriers lnrcs), the information required by the
commission's Telecommunications Rules pertaining to ETCs
and the investment information required by the commission, sorder in Docket NUSF-66. The reporL shoul_d make clear tothe commission that windstream wirl not request
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reifibursement for equipment where grant money
received from another source. lVindstream shall
annual report. on or before .June 1 of each year.

was also
file its

In addit.ion, the Applicant shall- be required to
complete t.he approved proj ects within two (2) years f rom .

the date of this Order unless good cause is shown for a

later completion date

Broadband Commitments:

The Commission maintains broadband availability data
and updates that, informat.ion on at least an annual basis.
As a condition of this support, Vüi-ndstream must report
broadband availabí1ity to the Commission upon request.
I¡üindst.ream must al-so conf irm that it will not seek
duplicative support through the FCC's funding mechanísms.

ORDER

IT TS THEREFORE ORDERED by Lhe Nebraska Public Service
Commission that the above-captioned application submitted
by Vüindstream be and it is hereby granted as described
herein.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Windst,ream shal-l be subject
to all terms and condít.ions adopLed in this Order.

, ENTERED AND MADE EFFECTIVE AT

Bth day of .IanuarY , 201-9.
Lincoln, Nebraska, this

NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERV]CE COMM]SSÏON

COMMIS ryF"ZZ<'
Chair

ATTEST

Executive Director


