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BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBLTC SERV]CE COMMISSION

Application No. NUSF-99.19fn the Matter of the Nebraska
Public Service Commission, oh
its own Motion, to administer
the Universal Service Fund
High-Cost. Program:
Windstream Nebraska Inc. ,

Broadband Grant Request.

BY THE COMM]SSION:

GRÄNTED

Entered: December 18, 2018

October 4, 2018, WindsLream
seeks high-cosL support from the

Fund (NUSF). NoLice of the
Daily Record, Omaha, Nebraska,

OPINTON AND F]NDINGS

By Application filed
Nebraska Inc. , (Windstream)
Nebraska Universal Service
applicat.ion appeared ín The
orr October 10, 20IB. No protests or intervenLions were
f iled; theref ore, t.he Commission processed this applicat.ion
pursuant to its Rule of Modified Procedure.

Windstream seeks support in the amount of Lwo hundred
sevenLeen t.housand eight hundred and sixty-two dollars
(ç2I1, 862 . 00 ) f or t.he consLruct.ion of f ixed wiref ess
faciliLies t.o serve the Northern and Western side of the
Hansen, Nebraska ILEC Exchanges. The Central Office for this
exchange is currently connected with interoffice fiber
facilities, Customers within reach of the office may be able
to receive 4 Mbps down/1 Mbps upload or better depending on
the copper loop length'from the equipmenL '

According t.o WindsLream, this proj ect intends to
address t.hose cusLomers in the WesLern area of bhe exchange
that have excepLionally long toop lengths. The project will
place 3 sit.es, one aL the Central Office and 2 other remoLe
Base StaLions, one approximately 4 miles norLhwest of t.he
Central office and another approximat.ely 10.5 miles West. of
the Cent.ral Of f ice. The remoLe Base Stat.ions will provide
t.he broadhand connecLion t.o the cusLomers, and have wireless
backhaul to Lhe Central Office location. Windstream further
sLates Lhe upgrades will enable a neLwork capable of 10 Mbps
download and 1 Mbps upload for all impacled cusLomers, and
depending on thb distance from the remoLe Base Station, much
fasLer speeds of up to 1-00Mbps will be available.
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Windstream projects the total deployment cost for the
project is #228,166.00 but seeks parLial support of the
total estimated deployment cost at. the amount of
#2L7 ,862 . A0 . The difference between the cost and t.he
requested funding is due to the fact that Windstream is not
seeking funding for the areas funded by the Federal
Communications Commission's (FCC's) Connect America Fund
Phase IT program and where there is a wíreline competitor.
WindsLream is requesting that the funding for t,his project
be applied against the remaining 2AL6 funds altoLted to
V'lindstream.

I¡lindstream estimates the proj ect will be completed
within l-80 days of application approval. If the project is
approved, WindsLream will commít to províding broadband
service to all households in the project area for â minimum
of five years.

The Commissiön staff conducted an analysis of the
cênsus blocks submítted gnd compared the information against
the Connect America Fund Phase TI eligible areas. The
Commission staff also reviewed t.he census block information
and compared it to its wíreline Broadband Mappíng data,
which uses FCC Form 477 deployment data collected by Lhe FCC
biannually. The Commission finds support should be granted
in the amount of #2I7,862.00 as requested by Windstream.

Request.s f or Reimbursement:

Wíndstream must first make the i-nvestment. and then may
file a request for reimbursemenb with the NUSF Department.
windstream does noL need to complete the construction
process prior to seeking reimbursement; rather, it may work
with the NUSF Department to develop intervals at which
reimbursement' can be sought. The NUSF Department will
reimburse Windstream for capital improvement costs made
relative to and as included ín the application filed by the
company for thê projects approved in this Order. Once the
investment is' made, WindsLream shall fite a request for
support, provide the NUSF DeparLment with documentation
consistenL with Department policy and shall certífy to the
Department that it had made the described investment for the
provision, maintenance and upgrading of facilities and
services in the described rural areas.

Reporting Requirements :

Windstream shal1 file,
with federally designated

an annual basis, consistenL
eligible telecommunications

Õn
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carriers (nrcs¡, the information required by Lhe
Commission's Telecommunications Rules perLaining to ETCs and
the invesLment information required by Lhe Commission's
Order in Docket. NUSF-66. The report should make clear to the
Commission that WindsLream will not request reimbursemenL
for equipment where grant money was also received from
another source. Winds|ream shalt file its annual report on
or before June 1 of each Year.

In addition, the APPIicant shall
compleLe the approved projects within two
dat.e of Lhis Order unf ess good cause is
complet ion dat.e .

be required to
(2) years from the
shown for a later

Broadband CommiLmenLs

The Commissj-on maintains broadband availability data
and updates that information on at leasL an annual basis. As

a condit.ion of Lhis support, WindsLream musL reporL
bfoadband availability to the Commission upon reguesL.
WindsLream musL also confirm thaL it will not seek
duplicaLive support. th::ough t.he FCC's funding mechanisms.

ORDER

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Publíc Service
Commission that the above-captioned application submitLed by
Windstream be and iL is hereby granted as described herein'

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED Lhat WindsLream shall be
to all terms and conditions adopted in Lhis Order.

subj ect.

ENTERED AND MADE EFFBCTIVE at Lincoln, Nebraska, this
l-Bth dày of December , 20L8.

NEBRASKA PUB],IC SERV]CE COMMISSION

fu*COMM] SSONERS CONCURRING :

//s//îxank E. Landis
//s//tttary Ridder

Chair

ATTEST:

Executive Director


