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Applicat.ion No. NUSF- 99 .L5In the Matt.er of the
Nebraska PubIic Service
Commission, on ils own
Motion, Lo administer the
Universal Service Fund High-
Cost Program: WindsLream
Nebraska Inc. , Broadband
Grani Request.

BY THE COMMISSION:

GRANTED

Entered: December 18, 20LB

OPINION AND F]N,D]NGS

By Applicat.ion filed October 4, 2018, WindsLream
Nebraska Inc. , (WindsLream) seeks high-cost support from
the Nebraska -Universal Service Fund (NUSF) . Notice of the
applicat.ion appeared in The naily Record, Omaha, Nebraska,
on October 10, ,2018. No protests or interventions were
filed; t.herefore, the Commission processed this application
pursuant to its Rule of Modified Procedure '

WindsLream seeks support in Lhe amount of sixty-one
dollars five hundred t.hirty-six dollars ($61,536.00) for
the construction of faciliLies in t.he norLhern area of the
Ashland, Nebraska ILEC Exchange. Windstream states that it
is filing six applications for projecLs lhat are alI going
to be deployed in the Ashland Exchange. This parLicular
application seeks funding for a fíber fed DSLAM at a remoLe
location approximately 6.2 miles north of the Central
Offíce, along with fiber cable placed to the nearesL
available connection on an exist.ing fiber roule ' WindsLream
sLaLed Lhis area is not currently offered broadband
service. This project will reach cusLomers within an
appropriat.e disLance to provtde a mínimum of 10 Mbps up to
100 Mbps download sPeeds.

vtindstream projecLs the Lotal deployment. cosL for the
project is $130,765.00 but. seeks partial support of Lhe
tot.al_ est.imated deployment. cost at the amounL of
$61, 536 . 00 . The differeryce beLween the cost and t.he
request.ed funding is due to the fact t.hat Windstream is noL
seeking funding for Lhe areas funded by the Federal
CommunicaLions Commission¡ s (fCC's) ConnecL America Fund
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Phase Tr program and where there is a wireline competitor.
I¡'lindstream is requesting that the funding for this project
be applied against the remaining 2AL6 funds allotted t.o
Windstream.

' Windstream est.imaLes the project wilt be compleLed
within 180 days of application approval. If the project ís
approved, llindstreäm will commit to providing broadband
service to all households in t.he project area for a minimum
of five years.

The Commission staff conducted an analysis of the
census blocks submitted and compared the j-nformation
against the connect America Fund Phase TT eligible areas.
The commission staff also revíewed the census block
information and compared it to its wireline Broadband
Mapping daLa, which uses FCC Form 477 deployment data
collected by the FCc biannually. The commission finds
support should be granted in the amount of $61,536.00 as
requested by WindsLream.

Requests for Reimbursement:

Windstream must first. make the investment and then may
file a request. for reimbursement wit.h the NUSF Department.
l¡,lindstream . does not need to complete the congtruction
process prior to seeking reimbursement; rather, iL may work
with the NUSF Department to develop intervals at which
reimbursement can be sought. The NUSF Department will
reimburse windstream for capital improvement costs made
relative to and ä.s included in t.he applícation filed by the
company for the projects approved in this Order. Once the
investment is made, Windstream shall file ä. request for
support., provide the NUSF Department with documentation
consistent with Department policy and shall certify to the
Department that it had made the descríbed investment for
the provision, mainlenance and upgrading of facílities and
services in the described rural areas.

Reportinq Requirements:

Windstream shall file, on an annual basis, consislent
wíth federally designated eligible telecommunications
carriers (HTCs), the information required by the
Commission's Telecommunications Rules pertaining to ETCg
and the inve-stment information required by the commission, s
order in Docket. NUSF- 66 . The report. shoul-d make c]ear to
the Commission t.hat Windstream wilt not request.
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received from anoLher source. Windstream shall
annual report on or bef ore ,June 1 of each year.
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was also
file it.s

In addit.ion, the Applicant. shall be required Lo
compleLe the approved projecLs within two Q) years from
Lhe date of this Order unless good cause is shown for a
l-ater completion date

Broadband CommitmenLs

The Commission maint.ains broadband avaíIability data
and updates that inf ormat.ion en at least. an annual b-asís.
As a condit.ion of this support., WindsLream must report
broadband availabilit.y to the Commission upon request.
Windstream must also conf irm t.hat iL will- noL seek
duplicat.ive support t.hrough Lhe FCC's funding mechanisms.

ORDER

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by t.he Nebraska Public Service
' Commission that t.he above*capLioned application submiLted
' by Windstream be and it is hereby granted 'as described
herein.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERBD that WindsLream shall be subject
to all Lerms and condit.ions adopLed in this Order.

ENTERED AND MADE EFFECTIVE AI
18t.h day of December , 2OLB.

Lincoln, Nebraska, Lhis

NEBRASKA PUBLTC SERVICE COMMISS]ON

COMM] SSONERS CONCURRÏNG :

//s//îxank E. Landis
//s//NLary Ridder

ATTEST:

"ffi
Exe cut.ive DirecLor


