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Application No. NUSF'99.14In Lhe Mat.Ler of t.he
Nebraska Publ1c Service
Commission, on it.s own
Mot.ion, Lo adminlster the
Universal Service Fund High-
Cost. Program: Windstream
Nebraska fnc. , Broadband
Grant Request.

BY THE COMMISS]ON:

OPINI

By APPlication

GRANTED

Entered: December 18, 20LB

ON AND FIND]NGS

filed October 4, 2018,
Nebraska Inc. , (Vfindstream) seeks high-cosL
the Neþraska Universal Service Fund (NUSF). Notice of the
applicaLion appeared in The Daily Record, Omaha' .Nebraska'
on october 10, 2018. No proLests or inLervenLions were

filed; therefore, t.he commission processed this applícation
pursuant to iLs Rule of Mc-rdif ied Procedure '

windstream seeks supporL in the amount of twenty-two
Lhousand eight hundred f if t.y-seven dollars (#22,857 ' 00) for
the consLruction of facíIities in the southern area of the
Ashland, Nebraska ILEC Exchange. windstream states t'haL it
is filing six applications foi projecLs thaL are all going
Lo be deptoyed in the Ashland Exchange. This part'icular
applicatiån seeks funding for a fiber fed DSLAM at a remoLe

location approximately 2.7 miles souLh of the cent.ral
Office, along wiLh fiber cable placed Lo the nearesL

availabte connecLion on an exist.ing fÍber route ' windsLream

staLed t.his area is currenLly offered limited broadband
service at speeds no above 4 Mbps. This project will reach
cusLomers within an appropriate dist.ance to provide a

minimum of 10 Mbps up Lo 100 Mbps download speeds

windstream projects the t.ot.al deployment. cosL for Lhe

projecL is $ 32,b00.00, but seeks part.ial support. of the
total estimaLed deployment cost at Lhe amounL of
#22 ,857 . 00 . The dif f erence bet.ween the cost and the
requested funding is due to the fact thaL windstream is not

=".kitg funding for the areas funded by Lhe Federal
communicaLions commissiQn's (rcc's) connect America Fund
phase II program and where there is a wireline corhpetiLor'
windstream t* requesting Lhat the funding for this p'roject

Windst.ream
support. from
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be applied against thLe remaining 2016 funds atlotted to
Windstream.

Windstream estimat.es the proj ecL will bewithín 180 days of application áppiovat. If the
approved, Windstream will commit to providíng
service t,o a}l households in the project area for
of five years.

compleLed
project is

broadband
a mi-nimum

The commission staff conduct.ed an analysis of thecenslls blocks submitted and compared the inf o::mationagainst the connect America Fund phase rr eligible areas.The commission staf f also reviewed the "ãrr=rr* blockinformation and compared it to its wireline Broadband
Mapping dat.a, which uses FCC Form 47'7 deproyment datacollected by the FCC biannually. The commission findssupport shourd be granted in the arnount of #22,857.o0 as
request,ed by l,Vindstream.

Reguests for Reimb,ursement:

windst.ream must first make thç investment and then mayfile a request for reimbursement with the NUSF Department.
windstream does not need t.o complete the construction
process prior to seeking reimbursement; rather, it may workwith the NUSF Department to develop intervals at which
reimbursement can be sought. The NUSF Department wil]reimburse windstream for capital improvement costs maderelative to and as included in the apprication filed by the
company for the prÒjects approved in this order. once theinvestment is made, windst.ream shall file a request forsupport, provide the NUSF Department with documentation
consistent with Department. policy and shall certify to the
Department that it had made the described investmenE forthe provision, maintenance and upgrading of facilities and
servi-ces in the described rural areas.

Reporti nq Requirements:

windstream shall file, orl an annual basis, consistentwith federally designated eligible telecommunications
carriers (ETCs), the information required by thecommission's Telecommunications Rul-es pertaíning t; ETCs
and the ínvestment information required by the commission, sorder in Docket NUSF-66. The reporL should make clear tothe commission that. vlindstream" will not request
reimbursement for equipment where grant money wð-s also
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received from anoLher Source. WindsLream shalI file its
annual report on or before June I of each year'

Tn addition, the Applicant shall be
complete the approved projecLs within two (2)

t.he date of this Order unless good . cause is
laLer coùpletion daLe '

required to
years from

shown for a

Broadband CommitmenLs :

The Commission maintains broadband availabiliLy data
and updates thaL information on at leasL an annual basis'
As a condiLion of this support, windstream must reporL
broadband availability to the Commission upon requesL '

Windstream must also confirm Lhat it witl not seek
duplicaLive support Lhrough the FCC's funding mechanisms'

ORDER

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by t.he Nebi:aska Public servíce
Commission t.haL t.he above-capt.ioned applicalion submiLt'ed
by Windstream be and it. ís hereby granted as described
herein.

. IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that WindsLream shall be subject
t.o all terms and conditions adopted in this order.

ENTERED AND MADE EFFECTIVE
18th day of December , 2018.

aL I,incoln, Nebraska, this

NEBRASKA PUBL]C SERVICE COMMISSTON

WùCOMMISSONERS CONCURRING rytu Chair
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//s//Erank E. Landis
/ /s/ /NLary Ridder

ExecuLive Director


