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BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBI,]C SERVICE COMM]SS]ON

ln Lhe Matter of the
Nebraska -Publíc Service
Commission, ofl its o\,vn

Motion, to adminlster the
Universal Service Fund High-
Cost. Program: WindsLream
Nebraska Inc. , Broadband
GranL Request.

BY THE COMMISSION:

Applícation No. NUSF-99.73

GRANTED

Ent.ered: December 18 , 2 018

OP]N]ON AND FINDINGS

By Application filed OcLober 4, 2018, WindsLream Nebraska
fnc. , (Windstream) seeks high-cost support from Lhe
Nebraska Universal Service Fund (NUSF). Notice of Lhe
application appeared in The Dail Record, Omaha, Nebraska,
o¡ October 10, 2018. No protests or inLcrventions were
fited; therefore, the CommissÍon processed thís application
pursuant to its Rule of Modified Procedure.

Windstream seeks supporl in the amounL of Lwenty-nine
thousand LwenLy-four dollars (#29,024.00) for the
construct.ion of facilities in Lhe southern area of the
Ashland, Nebraska ILEC Exchange. Windstream staLes that it
is filing six applícaLions for projecLs that are all going
Lo' be deployed in the Ashland exchange. This particular
appficaLion seeks funding for a fiber fed DSLAM Lo serve a

portion of t.he SouLhern area of the Ashland Exchange.
Windstream stat.ed this area is current.ly offered limited
broadband service. This project intends Lo address t.hese
cusLomers by placing a fiber fed DSLAM within an
appropriaLe distance t.o provide a.minimum of 10 Mbps .up to
100 Mbps.

windstream projecLs t.he t.otal deployment cost for the
projecl is $43, 536.00, buL seeks partial support of the
total estimated deployment cosL aL t.he amounL of
ç2g, Q24.OO. The difference beLween Lhe cosL and the
requested funding is due to t.he fact that WindsLream is not
seeking fundíng for t.he areas funded by the Federal
Communicat,ions Commission's (FCC's) ConnecL America Fund
Phase II program and where there is a wirelíne compeLitor'
WindsLream is requesting that Lhe funding for this project
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funds allotted toremaining 2tL6

windsLream estimates the projecL will be completed
within 180 days of application approval. rf t,he project is
approved, hTindstream will commit to providing broadband
service to all households in the project area ferr a minimum
of five years.

The Commission staff conducted an analysis jf the
census blocks submitted and. compared the information
against the connect America Fund phase rT eligible areâs.
The commission staff also reviewed the census block
information and compared it to its wireline Broadband
Mapping data, which uses FCC Form- 4j7 deployment data
corlected by the FCc biannually. The commissíon finds
support should be granted in Lhe'amount of #29,024.00 as
requesLed by Windstream. /

Requests for Reimbursement:

windstreâm must first make the investment and then may
file a request for reimbursement wiLh the NUSF Department.
I¡'Tindstream does not need to complete the construction
process prior to seeking reimbursement; rather, it may work
with t.he -NUSF Department to develop intervals at which
reimbursement can be sought. The NUSF Department will
reimbuz:se T¡'lindstream f or capital improvemenL costs made
relative to and as íncluded in the application fired by the
cÕmpany for the projects approved in this order. once t.he
investment is made, I{indstream shall f ite a : rêel'lest f or
support, provide the NUsF Department with documentation
cönsistent with Depart,ment pcllícy and shatl certify to the
Department that it had made the described invesbment for
the provi-sion, maintenance and upgrading of facilíties and
services in the described rural areas

Reportrnq Requirements:

windstream shal1 file, oñ ari annual basis, consistent
wit.h f ederal ly designated el igible tel- ecommunicat ions
carriers (ETCs), the information required by the
commission's Tel-ecommunications Rules pertaining to ETCs
and the ínvestment information required by the commission, s
order in Docket NUSF-66. The report shourd make clear to
the commission that windstream will not request
reimbursement f or equipment where Erant money \^/as al-so
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received from anoLher source. Windstream shal1
annual report on or bef ore ,fune l- of each )¿ear.
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file iLs

In addition, the Applicant, shall be required Lo
complete the approved projects wiLhin two. (2) years from
the date of this Order unfess good cause is shown for a

later completion date

Broadband Commit,ments :

The Commission maintains broadband availability data
and updates that information on at l-east an annual basis.
As a condition of this support, Windstream musL report
broadband availability to the Commission upon requesL.
WindsLream musL also confirm that. it will not seek
duplicative support t.hrough the FCC's funding mechanisms.

ORDER

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Public Service
Commission t.hat Lhe above-captioned applicaLion submit.ted
by Windst.ream be and it, is hereby granted as described
herein

ii, IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that WindsLream shall be subject
to all terms and conditions adopLed in this Order'

ENTERED AND MADE EFFECTIVE at Lincoln, Nebraska, t.his
lBLh day of December , 2OIB.

NEBRASKA PUBLTC SERVICE COMMTSSION

COMMISSONERS CONCURRTNG :

/ /s/ ank E. Landis

ryfu-&/
hair

ATTEST:

/ /s/ /tttary Ridder

Executive Director


