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AppticaLion No. NUSF-99.ILIn Lhe MatLer of the )

Nebraska Public Service )

Commission, o[ it.s own )

Motion, Lo administer the )

Universal Service Fund High* )

Cost Program: WindsLream )

Nebraska Inc., Broadband )

Grant Request )

GRANTED

Entered: December 18, 2018

BY THE COMMISSION:

OPINION AND FIND]NGS

ByAppticationfiledSept'ember2Q,201B'WindsLream
Nebraska fnc. , (Windstream) seeks high-cosL support from
the Nebraska universal Service Fund (NUSF) ' Notice of the
application appeared in The Daily Record, Omaha' Nebraska'
oir' September 2J , 20L8. No prot.ests or interventions were

fited; theretore/ the Commission pr,clcessed tlris applicat,ion
pursuant Lo its Rule of Modified Procedure'

WindstreamsoughLsupportinLheamountofeighty_
three Lhousand five hundred and sixty-four dollars
($83,564) for t.he consLruct.ion of f acitities in t'he

northern area of the Hickman, Nebraska II,EC exchange and

fiber to the premises for a newly developing area.
Windstream' stateå LhaL t.he cenLral office for Hickman is
currently connected wit.h inLeroffice fiber facilities '

subscribers within the reach of the office can receive 4

Mbps download/l Mbps upload broadband or better depending

"¡' ai.u copper loop length f rom t.he equipment. The proposed
project- rã"fA address subscribers in Lhe northern area of
the exchange Lhat have exÇeptionatly long loop lengt'hs and

therefore cannoL receive broadband'

AccordingLotheapplicaLion,networkupgradeswill
enable a network capable of a minimum of 25 Mbps download

and 3 Mbps upload. Áccording to_ Windslream,' the majority of
cuslomers wilI have speeds of 5OMbps and up to 100 Mbps

available. cusLomers within the fiber to the premises

serviceareawillhave]-Gigservicecapabilit'y.

windstream projecLs the toLal- deploymenL cost for the
proj ect. is $ag , 5a+ . windstream is request ing the full
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support amount be applíed against the remaining 2öL6 fundsallotted t.o Windstream.

llindstream esLimates the project will bewithin 180 days of application appioval. Tf theapproved, Windstream will commit to providing
service to all households in the project. area forof five years.

completed
project is

broadband
a minimum

The commiêsi-on staff conducted an analysis of thecensus blocks submitted and compared Lhe informationagainst the connect America Fund phase rT eligible areas.The commíssion staff also reviewed the census blockinformation and compared it to its wiret ine Rroadband
Mapping data, which uses Fed-eral Comrnunicaticns commission(FCc) Form 477 deployment data collected by the FCCbiannually. The commission finds support shouldlbe grantedin the amount of gB3,s64 as requested by windstream.

Re sts for imbursement:

windstream must first make t.he investment and then mayfile a request for reimbursement v/ith the NUSF Department.windstream does not need t.o complete the constructionp:o:es9. prior Lo seeking reimbursement; rather, it mây workwith the NUsF Department to develop intervals at whichreimbursement can be sought. The NUSF Department willreimburse ?findstream for capit.al improvement costs maderelative to and as included in the application filed by thecompany for the prÖjects approved in this order. once Lheinvestment is made, windstream shall file a request.forsupport, provide the NUsF Department with documentationconsistent with Department policy and shall cert.ífy to theDepartment that it had made the described investment forthe provision, maint.enance and upgrading of facilities andservices in the described rural areas.

Reportinq Reguirements:
)

windsLream shall file, on an annua] basis, oonsistentwith federally designated elígible telecommunicationscarriers (ETCs), the informatíon required by thecommission's Telecommunications Rules pertaining to ETCsand the ínvestment information required by the commission, sorder in Docket NUSF-66. The report should make clear tothe commission that windstream wilt not requesLreimbursement for equípment where grant money was al-so
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received from another source. windstream shalI file it's
annual reporL on or before 'June I of each year'

In addit.ion, the Applicant shall be

complete the approved projecLs within Lwo' (2)

t.he date of this order unless good cause is
later comPlet.ion date.

required to
years from

shown for a

Broadband CommitmenLs:

The commission maintains broadband availabíIiLy data

and updates that information on at, leasL an annual basis.
As a conditíOn of this support, windsLream musL report
broadband availabiliLy Lo the commj-ssion upon request '

Windst.ream must also conf irm that' it wilI not seek

duplicative support through the FCC',s funding mecn-anisms'

ORDER

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebr:aska Public service
commission LhaL the above-."ptioned application submitLed

byWindstreambeanditisherebygrant'edasdescribed
herein

IT ls FURTHER ORDERED that windstream shatl be subject
to all terms and conditions adopted in this order'

ENTERED AND MADE EFFECTIVE at Lincoln' Nebraska' this
l8th daY of December , 2OlB '

NEBRASKA PUBLTC SERVTCE COMM]SS]ON

COMM] SSONERS CONCURRTNG ; þw&Å/^'
Chair

ATTEST:

I
//s//trank E. Landis
/ /s/ /tttary Ridder

ExecuLive Director


