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BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBLTC SERVICE COMMISSION

Application No. NUSF-99. 10In t.he MatLer of t.he
Nebraska Pubfic Service
Commissi-on, on iLs own
Motion, Lo administer Lhe
Universal Service Fund High-
Cost Program: WindsLream
Nebraska fnc. , Broadband
Grant RequesL.

BY THE COMMISSION;

GRANTED

Entered¡ November 6, 20L8

OPTN]ON AND F]NDTNGS

By Application filed September LI, 201-8, WindsLream
Nebraska Inc. , ( "Windstream" ) seeks high-cost support. from
the Nebraska Universal Service Fund (NUSF). NoLice of Ehe
applicat.ion appeared in The Daily Record, Omaha, Nebraska,
and in t.he ' HasLi Tribune, Hast.ings, Nebraska, on
Sept.ember L7, 2018.

WindsLream sought. support. in the amounL of One hundred
eighteen thousand Lwo hundred and twent.y-six dollars
($l-l-B ,226) f or the construction of f acilit.ies in the
northern area of Harvard, Nebraska. Windstream stat.ed t.hat.
the central office for Harvard is currenLly connected with
int.erof f ice f iber f acil-ities. Subscribers within the reach
of t.he office can receive 4Mbps down/lMbps upload broadband
or beLt.er depending on the copper loop length from the
equipment.. The proposed project would address subscribers
in the norLherin area of t.he exchange that have
exceptionally long loop IengLhs and therefore cannoL
receive broadband. The solution proposed by Windstream is a

fixed wireless solution.

According to the ApplicaLion, neLwork upgrades will
enable a network capable of a minimum of 10 Mbps download
and I mbps upload. According Lo Windstream, t.he rnajority of
customers will have speeds of 25Mbps and up to 10OMbps
available

Windstrqam projects the total deploymenL cost for the
project is $133,26I. V'IindsLream is requesting partial
support in t.he amounL of $11-8 ,226 to account f or Lhe
removal of blocks that have an unsubsidized compeLiLor or
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where funding is provided by the FCC, s Connect Amerj-ca Fund
Phase 2 program.

Windstream estimates the project wíl-1 be completed
within 180 days of application approval. If t.he project is
approved, Windstream will commit to providing broadband
service to all households in the project area for a mininnum
of five years

fhe Commission st.af f conducted an analysis of t.he
census blocks submitted and compared t.he information
against the Connect Ameríca Fund phase fT eligíble areas.
The Commission staff also reviewed the census block
information and compared it to its wireline Broadband
Mapping data, which uses FCC Form 477 deployment data
collecLed by the FCC bíannually. The Commission finds
support should be granted in the amount of 9119,226 as
requested by Windstream.

ReQuests foi Reimbursèment :

Tfindsiream niust firsi make i.ire investmeni and then may
fite a request. for reimbursement with the NUSF Department.
windstream does not need to complete the construction
process prior to seeking reimbursement; rather, it may work
with the NUSF Department to develop int.ervals at which
reimbursement can be sought. the NUSF Department will
reimburse vfíndstream for capital improvement costs made
relaLive to and as included in the application filed by tire
company for the projects approved in this Order. Once the
investment is made, Windstream sha11 f i,l-e a request f or
support, provide the NUSF Department with documentation
consistent with Department policy and shall certify to the
Department that it had made the descríbed investment for
the provi-sion, maintenance and upgrading of facilities and
services in the described rural areas.

Reporting Requirements :

V'lindstream shall file, or an annual .basis, consi_stent
with federally designated eligible telecommunicat.ions
carriers (ETCs), the information required by the
Commission's Telecommunications Rules pertaining to ETCs
and the investment information required by the Commission, s
Order in Docket NUSF-66. The report should make clear to
Lhe Commission that Windstream will not request
reimbursement for equipment where grant money was aiso
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received from anolher Source. WindsLream shall file it.s
annual report on or before .Tune 1 of each year.
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fn addiLion, the APP1icant. shall be
complete the approved proj ecLs within two (2)
t.he date of this Order unless good cause is
lat.er completion date.

required to
years from

shown for a

Broadband CommitmenLs :

The Commission maintains broadband availabilit.y daLa
and updaLes thaL informat.ion on at least. an annual basis.
As a condition of Lhis suppor:L, Windstream must report
broadband availabiliLy to the Commission upon request.
Windstream musL also conf irm t.hat 1L will not, seek
duplicaLive support. through Lhe Federal Communicalion
Commission' s (FCC's) funding mechanisms.

ORDER

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska PublÍc Service
Commission that. t.he above-capt,ioned applicaLion submit.ted
by Windstream be and it. is hereby granted as described
herein.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED LhaL Windstream shall be subject
t.o all- terms and condiLions adopt.ed in Lhis Order.

ENTERED AND MADE EFFECTIVE at Linco]n, Nebraska, this
6t,h day of November, 2018.

NEBRASKA PUBLTC SERVTCE COMM]SS]ON

COMMI SSONERS CONCURRING ¡

//s//Prank E. Landis
//s//Crystal Rhoades
/ /s/ /vtary Ridder

7Ww*
Chair

ATTEST
(

Executive D I
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