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BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBL]C SERVICE COMMTSSION

In t,he Matt.er of the
Nebraska Public Service
Commissj-on, ofl its own
Motion, Lo adminisler Lhe
Universal Service Fund High-
Cost Program: CenLurylink
Broadband Grant. Requests
20L6.

Application No. NUSF-99 .04

GRANTED, TN PART

Ent.ered: August 29 , 2AL7

OPTNTON AND FINDINGS

BY THE COMM]SSION

By ApplicaLion filed May 5, 2A17, QwesL Corporation
d,/b/ a CenturyLink ( "CenLurylink" ) seeks high-cost support
from the Nebraska Universal Service Fund (NUSF) . NoLice of
the application appeared in The Daily Record, Omaha,
Nebraska on May 9, 20L7 in The Phonog raph-Herald o+- Paul,

Grandon May 10, 20i'7
Island on May L2.

and in the Grand lsland IndependenL
20L7 .

The Applicant. seeks support in the amounL of Three
Mítlion Five Hundred Eíghty-Seven Thousand Forty-Three
Dollars ($3,587 ,043.00) for Lhe consLruction of facilities
in SL. Paul, Nebraska.

According Lo t.he Application, network upgrades will
enable a network capable of providing broadband service at
speeds ranging from lO/I to L}O/5 to L20 census blocks
surrounding St.. PauI, Nebraska. The project will involve
deploying approximaLely 300, 000 feeL of fiber and Lhe
electronics necessary to allow Lhese speeds. The project.
includes cosLs for inLeroffíce fiber between St . Paul, SL.
I-,ibory, and Grand Island t,hat wiIl increase network
capacity. CenLuryI-,ink would starL const,ruction on t.hís
project in the summer of 20L7 and complete Lhe project
wit.hin 24 months. Cent.urylink commiLted Lo of f ering
broadband services t,o atl households in the project area
for a minimum of five years.

The Commission sbaff conducLed an analysis of the
census blocks submit.t.ed and compared the inf ormation
againsL Lhe ConnecL America Fund Phase II eligible areas.
The Commission staff also reviewed t.he census block
information and compared it to iLs wirelíne Broadband
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Mapping data, which uses FCC 'Form 477 deployment data
collected by the FCC biannually. Taking the wireline
competition information ínto account the Commission finds
it should mal<e an adjustment to the support approved for
Centurylink. Totat approved support is adjusted as follows:

Project Percentage
lÍirelíne
Competitive

Ad.justed Support

St. Paul 5.83å $3,37'7,798.83

Total Approved
Qr rnnnv{-vqyyv! L

ç3 ,317,799. 93

Centurylink shall notify the Commission within ninety
(90) days of its intent to move forward with any proposed
projects for which part.ial support ,is granted herein.
Funding for any declined projects will be returned to the
al-locat.ion available to Centurylink for future project.s.

Keguescs for Reimbursement:

Centurylink must fírst make the investment and then
may file a' request for reimbursement with the NTIPS
Department.. Centurylink does not need to complete the
construction process prior to seeking reímbursement;
rathen, it may work with the NTIPS Department to develop
intervals at which reimbursement can be sought. The NTIPS
Department will reimburse Centurylink for capital
improvement costs made rel-ative to and as included in the
application fíled by the company for the project approved
in this Order. Once the investment is made, Centurylink
sha11 file a request for support, provide the NTIPS
Department. with copies of the invoices and shall certify to
the Department that it had made the described investment.
for the provision, maintenance and upgrading of facilities
and services in the described rural areas

Centurylink j-s permitted to utilize its remainíng
allocate d.' 2OL6 support f or other proj ects . In addition or
in the alternative, Centurylink mây renew it,s request for
broadband funding not appróved herein by providing speciflc
evidence to support a revised adjustment.
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Reporting Requirements :

Centurylink shall- file, on an annual basis, consisLent
wit.h federally designaLed ETCs, Lhe informat.ion required by
the Commission's Telecommunications RuJes pert.aining to
eligible Lelecommunicat.ions companies and Lhe investment
informat.ion required by the Commission's Order in Docket
NUSF*66. The report should make clear'to the Commission
that. Centurylink wiIl not request reimbursement for
equipment where grant money was also received from anoLher
source. Centurylink shall file its annual reporL on or
before .Tune 1 of each year

In addiLion, the Applicant shall be required to
complete the approved proj ecLs wit.hin Lwo (2) years f rom
the date of Lhis Order unJess good cause is shown for a
lateq complet,ion daLe.

Broadband CommiLrnenLs :

The Commission maintains broadband availability data
and updates that informatíon on aL least an annual basis.
As a t condition of this supporL, CenLuryl,ink musl reporL
broadband availability Lo the Commission upon request.
Centurylink musL also confirm Lhat iL will not. seek
duplicat.ive support through the Federal Communication
Commission's (FCC's) Remote Areas Fund for the areas
support.ed herein.

ORDER

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nehraska Public Service
CommÍssi'on Lhat the above-capLioned applicat.ion submitted
by Centurylink be and it is hereby granted in part as
described herein
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IT
subj ect

lS FURTHER ORDERED Lhat Centurylink shal-1 be
to all Lerms and conditions adopted in this order.

8èprifted with soy ink on recycted paperþ
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ENTËRED AND MADË EFFECTIVE at Lincoln, Nebraska, this
29th day of August, 2017.

NEBRASKA PUBLI ERVTCE COMMTSS]ON

COMMT SSONERS CONCURR]NG :

"yWtu4i.,né*ffu{ é¿*oæa&'u

]-rman

ATTEST:

Executive Di::ector// s'// . Landis
//s//rin schram

& pr¡nted with soy ink o n røcyaea paper $


