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BEFORE THE NEBR.A.SKA PUBLTC SERVTCE COMMTSSON

In the Matter of the Nebraska )

Public Service Commission, on its )

own motion, seeking to administer )

Lhe Nebraska UniversaL Service )

Fund's Broadband Program: )

Application to the Nebraska )

Broadband Program received from )

United States Ce1lular Corporation. )

Application No. NUSF- 92.53

Entered: April 9, 201,9

BY THE COMMTSSTON:

By Petítion filed on or around November !, 2org, united
states cel-l-u1ar corporation (uscc or Applicant) , sought support
from the Nebraska Universal Service Fund (NUSF) dedicated
wireless program. Notice of' the application appeared in t,he
Daily Record , Omaha, Nebraska on November 6, 2018. No protests
or petitions seeking formal intervention were filed;
accordj-ngly, the Commission processes this applicat.ion pursuant
to its Rule of Modified Procedure.

uscc requested NUSF support for eight. (B) proposed tower
sites and sought $3,43 6,1,98.20. uscc is headquartered in
chicago, rllinois and has a 26-state footprint. uscc h¡as
designated ês an eligible telecommunications carrier (ETC) in
Nebraska in 2007. USCC states that all- of the proposed towers
are located in sparsely populated rural areas that are
uneconomic to serve and there is not a business case supporting
the investment. As a resuLt, uscc has not offered a match for
these projects.

The staf f evaLuated and analyzed all- information f :iled
pursuanL to the historic methodology used by the staff and
approved by the Commission. Based on that evaluat,ion, the staff
recommends that the commission approve granL support for the
following six (6) tower sites submitted by USCC: Gresham,
Keystone, Lawrence, oshkosh, palmer, and Roseland. The staff
recommended support in the amounL of ç2,sgg,9oo.oo be awarded to
uscc for t.he construction of the af orementioned tower si-tes.

OPINION AND FTNDINGS

The Commission allocated $3.2 miLlion for the 20i-B NUSF
calendar funding year in which this petition u/as filed. Two
wireless carriers filed Petitions seeking V{ireless Fund program
support,. Based on the application and Lhe staff recommendati-on,
the Commission finds USCC's application for d.edicated wireless

GRANTED, IN PART
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i:.::::::t ,:ï".. funds shoutd be approved for rhe Gresham,¿"-J-i''r'¿¡Ër ¿¡e'rüfence, Oshkosh, Paimer, and Roseland tower sites.
Reimbursemeri t Process:

The Commission approves reimbursement upor the actual cost of construction for thethis order, whichever is lower.

to $2,589,900.00
sites approved in

' uscc must first make the invest,ment and then may fire arequest for reimbursement with the NTrps Ðepartmunl. uscc doesnoL need to complete the consLruction process prior to seekingreimbursement; rather, it may work with the NTïÞs Ðepartment todevelop intervals at which reimbursement can be souohr - Thacieciicated wirer.ess program will reimburse usðc -;"r--;ã;;"Jï;
expenditures made rel-aled to the cell- site .ppro..uJ 

-äï;;
Order. Once the j_nvestment is made, USCC shal-l file a request.for support, provide the I\TTIPS Department with copies of theinvoices and .shall certify to the Department that it has mad.et.he described investment for the plovision, maintenance andupgrading of facilities and servicãs in the d-escribed rural_areas

As a dedicaEed wireless program recipient,,finds uscc must meet the forrowing conditions:
the Commission

InfrastrucLure Sharins:

UScc shalL be required to construct Lower facilities in amanner that would accommodate coLlocation and sharing ofadditional equipment of other wireless carriers, p.ruii.- åår.av
:^ 19":.i1",,.. rnterneL providers and other providers withtechnologies that qualify. such coll-ocation rirr be requiredwhere technically feasible and upon commercially reasonableterms and condit'ions - while the bommission will not requireuscc to routinely file col-location agreements, if an issue israised by public safety agency or another wirer-ess provider, the

9:*T+:?ton wiLl make a det.ermination as to wherher these orderedconct]-tions are being met

Roaminq Agreements:

uscc must agree Lo permit roaming at. commercíarlyreasonable raLes. I¡rIe believe this reguirement. to be an importanlpolicy object"ive. The commission wil_1 not require . uscc toroutinely file its roaming agreements. Ent.ities denied roamingaccess at commercj-aIly reasonabl-e or market-based rates may file



SECRETARY'S RECORD, NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERV¡CE COMMISSION

Application No. NUSF-92.53 Page

a request with the Commission to make a determination
whether this requi-rement is being satisfied..

Broadband Commitments :

3

as to

To encourage the deployment of wireless broadband services
in Nebraska,. the Commission gives priority to applicants which
commit to providing wireless broadband services. USCC must
report. broadband availabilit.y to the Commission upon request.

Phase IT Enhanced 91-1- Capabllity:

To advance public safety, Lhe Commission requires that the
cel] sites funded by this approval must have lhe equipment and
soflware necessary for Phase II wireless EgLL capability. In
addition, in a manner consistent with federal regulations, the
wireless provider must provide Phase TI wireless E91-1- service
after a request has been made by a Count.y or PubLic Safety
:Answering Point (PSAP). USCC musL certify to the completion and

, commitment of these requirements prior to reimbursemenL from the
dedicated. wireless program

Reporting Requirements :

USCC shall fi1e, orr an .annual basis, consistent with
federally designated ETCs, the information required by t.he
Commission's Telecommunicat.ions Rules pertaining to eligible
telecommunications companies and the investment information
required by the Commission's Order in Docket NUSF-66. The report
should make clear to the Commission that USCC will not request
reimbursement for equipment or tower construction where grant
money ü/as also received from another source. USCC shal1 file
it.s annuaL report on or bef ore .June l-. of each year.

In addition, Lhe Commission expects that construction on
these projects wiltr proceed in a prompt business-like fashioir.
Progress reporLs shal-L be filed on an annual basis or more
frequently if deemed necessary by the Commission, so that the
Commission can plan for the timing of distribution for these
funds

Continuinq Nature of RequiremenLs:

The Commission will enforce these requirements for as long
as the cel1 site is in use and providing service Lo cusLomers.
The Commi-ssion may take any act.ion it deems necessary and
appropriate to enf orce the requirements and condj-tions in t.his
Order.
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These opinions and findings carry no precedential value
^L1^^-- LL-- ^-L-Ll i-Li-- 

-i-i---- 
l^--l- ^-l ^--.jL^-.:^ L1-^uLIIer Lrldlr euLcrl.)trÞrrJ-rr9 lrtJ-rlr-tilu]tl ÞLctrt(lÇrr(rÈr ctrrLr urJ-Lcrrcr Lrrc

Commission applied in this application for dedicated wì reless
program support. The Commission may modify t.he minimum.
requirements and condiLions for future petit,ions for support
from the dedicated wireless program.

ORDER

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Public Service
Commission that the application filed by United St,ates Cell-ul-ar
Corporation shal1 be and it is herebli granted, in part, âs
provided herein.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that United States Cellular
Corporation shall be subject to al-l Lerms and conditions adopted
in this Order. -

ENTERED AND MADE EFFECTIVE aL Lincoln, Nebraska this 9th
day of April , 2019.

NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISS]ON

COMMISSTONERS CONCURRING :

Chair

E//*

W:ru.r4xc
Executive Director


