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ORDER APPROVTNG STIPULATION

Entered: ,July 24, 201-8

BY THE COMMTSSTON:

OPINION AND FINÐTNGS

On May !6, 201-8, CTIA the üTireless Assoc j-ation f iled a
Petition for Investigation ("Petition") seeking an investigation
regarding definitions of cert.ain terms adopted by the Nebraska
Public Service Commission ("Commission,,) in NUSF-100. Notice of
this proceeding appeared j-n The Dail Record , Omaha, Nebraska on
May 24, 2018.

Petitions seeking Formal Intervention in this proceeding
were f iled by the Nebraska Rural Independent Companies (..RIC" ) ,
Cox Nebraska Telcom, LLC ("Cox"), RuraL Telecommunications
Coalition of Nebraska ("RTCN"), and Charter Fiberlink - Nebraska,
LLC, and Time VrTarner Cable Informatj-on Services (Nebraska) , LLC
(coLl-ectively, "Charter" ) . These Petitions were subsequently
granted. On ,fu1y t6, 2018, Charter filed a request to withdraw
its FormaL lnE.ervention. That request rr.ras granted on .Tu1y !9,
201_8.

The Hearing Of f icer held a planning conference on ,Ju1y !9,
2018 in the Niobrara Conference Room, 300 The Atrium BuiLding,
1200 'N' Street, Lincoln, NE 68508. Pursuant t.o Neb. Admin. R.
Regs., title 291-, ch. t, S 020, parties were asked to have
present a representative authorized to (1) consent, to the
identificatíon and cl-arification of the issues, (2) the procedure
of the hearing, and (3) to identify witnesses in order to permit
simplification of the evidence and disposition of the proceeding.

Mr. I-,oeL Brooks appeared for the Petitioner, CTIA-The
I¡trireLess Association. Mr. Troy Kirk representing the Rural
Tel-ecommunicat,ions Coalition of Nebraska (RTCN) , Mr. Pau]
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Schudel, representing the Rural Independent Companies (RIC), and
Deonne Bruning represent,ing Cox Nebraska Telcom, LLC (Cox)
appeared for the Formal Intervenors. At the planning conference
counsel for the Petitioner and Intervening carrj-ers discussed a
possible stipulat j-on.

On ,July 20, 2018, a Stipulation was joint.ly filed by all
parties in this proceeding for the purpose of resolving the
Petition. The stipulating parties jointly request the Commission
approve the "consensus Definj-tions" set forth in Attachment A to
the Petit.ion in lieu of and to replace the definitions of
"connection" and "assessable service,, set forth in the
commj-ssion's order entered on october 31-, zolT in Application No.
NUSF-l-OO/PI-L93 (tfre "NUSF- j-00 Order") . Specifically, and as set
fort,h in AtLachment. A to the Petition, CTIA proposed the following
"Consensus Def initions" :

Subject to the provj-sions of Neb Rev. SLat. 586-
324 (2) , as an essential eLement of a Commission
establ-ished connections-based contribution
mechanism (as defined below), the following Lerms
,shalL have the meanings as hereinafter provided:

(Í) "ConnecLions-Based Contribut.ion Mechanism,,
shaLl- mean a f,ixed or flat, rate surcharge assessed
on a per-connect,íon basis;

(ii) "Connection" shaIl mean any form of
technology used t.o provide an end-user with access
to an assessable service,.

(iii) "Assessable Service" shalI mean any service
subj ect to a contribution obligation t,o the
Nebraska Telecommunications Universal Service
Fund.

In addition to approving the Consensus Definitions, the
stipulat,ing parties request the Commj-ssion take administrat.ive
notice of t.he evident,iary record established in NUSF-1-00, and enter
an order pursuant to its Rule of Modified Procedure as set forth
in Rule 01-8 . 03 by vi::tue of Èhe stipulation in lieu of af f idavits.

Upon review of the Stipulation filed by aLl parties of
record, and being fully advised in the premises, the Commission is
of the opinion and finds that it, shouLd be approved. Per the
request of the stipulating parties, the Commissíon takes
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administrative notice of its evidentiary record established in
NUSF-L00. The Consensus Definitions identified in Attachment A to
the Petltion and as set forth above are hereby adopted and replace
the def initions of "connection" and "assessab]e service,, which
were adopted in the Commissiorl.'s NUSF-l-OO Order entered on October
31, 20L7. The Consensus Definitions are effective upon entry of
this Order.

ORDER

lT ÏS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Public Service
Commission that the Stipulation filed in this matter be and it
is hereby approved.

" IT ÏS FURTHER ORDERED that the Consensus Definitions set
forth above be, and they are hereby adopted.

ENTERED AND IUADE EFFECTTVE
day of ,July, 2OL8.

at Lincoln, Nebraska this 24th

NEBRASKA PUBLTC SERVICE COMMISS]ON

COMMISSIONERS CONCURRTNG :

//s//îrank E. Landís
//s//tlary Ridder

Ø*ø^ .k"f
ATTEST:

,r{&¿rr
Executive Direct


