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By application filed with the Nebraska Public Service
Commissj-on ("Commission") on September 2J, 2018, AMG Technology
Investment Group, LLC d/b/a NextT,ink InterneL ("Nextlink" or
"ApplicanL" ) , of Hudson Oaks, Texas, seeks designa¡tion as arì
Eligible Tel-ecommunicati-ons Carrier ( *ETC') f or the, purpose of
providing services su-pported- by Lhe Federal Conm.unicat'i cns
Commission's ("FCC's") Connect America Fund Phase iI program.
Notice of the Applicat.ion was published in The Dail Re ord, Omaha,
Nebraska, oñ October 2, 2018.

NE Colorado Cellular ïnc. d./b/a Viaero Wireless l(*Vi""ro,,) 
,

and the Rural Telecommunications Coalition of Nebraska (*RTCN")
sought and were granted formal j-nterventiqn in the above-captioned
proceeding.

A planning conference \^¡as held on December 10, 2OLB at the
Commission offices in Lincoln, Nebraska. By agreement of all
partíes involved, a scheduling order was j-ssued on Deiember 10,
201-B and was subsequently modified on .Tanuary 7 i 201,9. A protective
order was enLered by the Commission on December 18, 2AIB.

A hearing on the applicatr'on was held on Febru.ryl'u , 20L9; in
the Commission Hearing Room, Lincoln, Nebraska, with:appearances
as shown above.

EV]DENCE

Mr. Steve Burks, Chief Operating Officer for Nexttink;
sponsored Lhe testimony for the Applica-nt " The Tnterveners d'id not
offer any witness testimony aL the hearing.

Nextl,ink is a privately-held limited liability company formed
in the State of Texas. Its principal place of business is l-ocated
in Hudson Oaks, Texas. It has authorization with the'Nebraska
Secretary of State of do business in Nebraska.

Next.l-,ink has been operat ing in Texas as a provioer of high-
speed Internet and VoIP services for over five years, serving
residential, business and government customers andi has, more
recently, begun an expansion into Okl-ahoma t.o provide t.he same
services. Nextlink provid.es its services utilizing fiNed wireless
and fiber optic technologies. Nextlink currently holds over 300
FCC common carrier point-to-point fixed wj-reless licenses.

Next.Link has been designated and an ETC in Iowa and Texas and
is seeking ETC designation in Nebraska, I1l-inois, Kansas, Okl-ahoma
where it. has been awarded Connect America Fund Phase (CAF) II

.t

.t
,l'
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support. Nextl,ink does not
State of Nebraska. To date,
Texas and Oklahoma.

currently provide any services in the
ApplicanL's operations have focused on

On Augirst 28, 201-8, the FCC announced the results of a
compêtitive bidding process where Nextl,ink as a bidder was awarded
over $a0 million in funding t.o build out and operate a network for
advanced cor'tmunications serving 4,67 0 census bl-ocks. The FCC's
rul-es for'ths-' CAF Phase f I Auction did not require that t.he company
be designated as an ETC to submit. an initial short form application
or participate in t.he Auction.

In the Application, Nextlink seeks ETC designat.ion in t.he
census blocks where it, was awarded FCC CAF Phase II auction
support. Mr. Burks testified t.hat. Nextlink is a common carrier of
tel-ecommunications and commits to providing (i) voice grade access
to the public switched telephone network (PSTN) or its functional-
equivalent; (ii) minutes of use for l-ocal service provided at no
additional charge to end users; (íii) access to emergency services;
'and (iv) tol-l limit.at.ion services to qualifying low-income
ccnsumers íi-accordance with 47 C.F.R. SS 54.400 et seq.

i
:

",r Nextlir:i< states that is will provide voice-grade access to
the PSTN byrproviding interconnected VoIP service throughout its
designat.ed l¡ervice area. Nextlink will meet the local usage
requirement by incl-uding unlimited local calling in it.s rate plans.
Nextlink commits to comply with any minimum locaI usage
requiremenLs adop'ted in the fut.ure by the FCC or by the Commission.

Mr, Burks further confirmed that Nextlink will comply with
the FCC's requirements for 91I/8911 service provided in connectíon
with VoIP services. At. the time of service initiation, Next],ink'
will confirm with each subscriber'the correcL physical address for
the service. f n addition,' Next.Lj-nk notif ies each subscriber about
the need to promptly update his or her registered location in the
even t.he subscriber changes locations, to ensure that future
emergency c¿i11s are "or="ãtly rouLes. Changes can be made via a
telephone call to customer service or through t.he Nextlink customer
portal . Firrally, each subscriber is informed. t,hat certain
circumstances may interfere with emergency caI1s made using the
VoIP servicelg, including power ouLages, and broadband connectivity
loss. Nextli,l.nk currently provides its VorP customers with access
to gll-/Eg1,1'. emergency services through an arrangement with
Bandwith.com, a cerLificated telecommunications carrj-er in
Nebraska.
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Nextl,ink's current voice offerings do not distinguish between
local exchange and long di3tance calls. Tf, in the future, Nextlink
offers a servíce plan that does distinguish between tqIl and non-
toll- calls-and which makes additional charges for ¡ toI1 calls
possible, Applicant will of f er toll limitaLion i,sêrvic€ to
oua I i fr¡i no I ow- i nr'lr-rmel cônqrlmers at no additional- chargte .-l----___J_--J-..--i-

Nextlink plans to offer residential customers Internet access
plans ranging from speeds of 5/l- Mbps to 100/20 Mbps with no data
cap or limits at pricing ranging from $49.95 to $t39.9s per month.
These plans are also availabl-e bundled with voice (VoIP) service
with unlimited domestic calling for a monthly raLe of $69.95 to
$159.96. For residential cusLomers Applicant will also offer a
standal-one voice service plan with unlimited domest.ic calling for
a raLe S45. 00. Lifeline eligible customers wíl1 be able to app,ly
t.heir Lifeline discount to any residential plan that. meets the
FCC's minimum service standards.

Ápp l-icant al-so int ends tb ótfer business service offerinqs
equivalent to those, it currently providès in Texas. Business
customers will have a choice of Internet access plans lranging from
speeds of L5/3 Mbps to 100/20 Mbps wit.h no data caps o*1 limits, at
prices ranging from #74.95 to #L44.95 per month. These plans are
also avail-ab1e bundled with voice service with unlimited domestic
calling at prices ranging from $94.95 to $l-64.95. Additional voice
lines may be arranged.

ApplicanL â1so offers commercial-grade fnternet access
service plans, tailored to individual cusLomer needs, ât speeds
ranging f rom 1"0/rc Mbps to 1-000 /LOOO Mbps. The pricing for
customized plans is individually negotiated depending upon the
service specif ications .

Nextlink stated it sat.isf ies bot.h staLe and f ederal
requirements t.o be designat.ed as an ETC and NETC in Nebraska.
Further, Applicant committed to advertising the avaijlabilit.y of
supported services usíng medía of general distribution. Fína11y,
Nextlink commiLted to comply with all- the mebraöka-specific
requirements for ETCs and NETCs, including Commj-ssion reporting
requirements

No party testified in opposition to the Applicatj.on

OPINTON AND FTNDINGS
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':

SectÍon 2l-4 (e) of t.he Act. sets forth the standards and
processes fcr a state commission to grant car:riers the designation
of a f ederial eligible Lelecommrrnicat.ions carrier. Nebraska
Administratirve code, Title 2gr, chapter 5, ss oo9 ' o1-009 '02c and
Chapter 10, S OO4 of the Commission Rules contain the requirements
for Commission designation of ETCs and NETCs.

The three general requirements listed in Sect.ion 2f4 (e) are:
l-) the carrier must be a common carrier¡ 2) the carrier must offer
the serivices supported by the federal fund,' and 3) the carrier
musL advertise the availability of those services. The carrier
must al-so demonstrate the ability to fulf i11 t.he requirements
throughout t.he service area for which the carrier is seeking ETC

designation.

Common Carrier

; ,, The actr defines a common carrier as a person engaged as a
'còmmon carr-j-er on a for-hire basis in interstate communications
util i-zing e,i-ther a wire or radio technology .t However, in it.s

'úSF/ICC Trar-:.sformation Order, Lhe FCC found that it.s authority to
''promote universal service "does not depend on whether
'i.nterconnected VoIP services are telecommunicaLions servíces or
information services under t.he Communicat.ions AcL."2 Instead the

"'FCC adopt.ed a technologically neutral approach, allowing companies
to provide voj-ce service over any platform, including IP networks.3
Therefore, pursuant to the FCC's guidelines, Nextlink, as an
inLerconnected VoIP provider over a fixed wireless broadband
network, \¡/as deemed potentially eligibl-e for CAF funding and agreed
to operate as. a common carrier in the census block areas in which
it. sought FCC auction support.
Supported Se.rv:Lces

1 See 47 C. F.Rl S 1s3 (l-0) .

2 In the Matti¡r of Connect America Fund; A NationaL Broadband Pl-an for Our
Future; zstablilshing Just and ReasonabLe Rates for Locaf Exchange Carriers;
High-Cost Uni'¡ersaf Service Support; DeveToping an Unified Interearrier
Compensation Regime; Reform - MobiJity Fund,26 FCC Rcd L7633, ât le3
(2011-) ( "UsF/fcc Transformation order") .

3uSf/fCC Transformation Order aL L7692-93.

a See 220 Applicants Qual-ified to Bid in the Connect America Fund Phase II
Auction (euction 903) Bidding Lo Begin on July 24,201-8, Pubiic Notice, AU
Docket, No. L7-t82, IVC ÐockeL No. 1-0-91- (rel-. June 25 , 2Ot8) . See generally 47
C.F.R. S 54.31-5 relative to the CAF Phase II support competiLive bidding
applicat.ion prpcess.

-t
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Chapter 47 C.F.R. SS 54.I01(a) and 54.202 (a) of the FCC,s
Rules and SOO9.O2A2 of the Commission Rules require an ETC t.o
demonstrate that it will offer the services that are supported by
federal universal- service. The FCC's supported services were
rev'i sed in its Lifel-ine Reform Order and are as follows:

voice-grade access to the public switched ne twork or it.s
functional equivalent ;
mi-nutes of use f or local service
charge to the end user;
access to emergency services,. and
toll limitation for qualifying low-income C<gnSUmerS. s

;

Voice Grade Access to the PubJ-ic Switched Network ;

As stated above, on it.s
modified the definition of a

additional-

USF/ICC Transformation Order the FCC
supported service to a technologicaBy_ -,

a

b

c
d

houwit.
I

t.
I,

..i

:t

neutral approach, allowing companies to provide voice service over
any platform, including IP networks.c The FCC amended 47 C.F. R. S

54.101 to specify that the funct.ionalities of eligible voíce
telephony services incl-ude voice grade access to the public
switched network or its functional equivalent.? Therefol€, Nextlink
provides voj-ce grade access to the public switched netv¡ork through
interconnected VoIP services as required under S 54.101 (a)

Local- Usage 
í

The FCC has defined "local- usage" r-a mean an amoun:," cf minutes
of use of exchange services provided free of charge to|end users.s
Nextlink proposes to incl-ude local usage in its rate pJ-ans and has
committed to complying with any minimum local usage requirements
adopted by the FCC or the Commission.e

Äccess .to Emerqency Services

s See Lifefine Reform Order aE 207-208.

6 USF/ICC Transformation Order at :'.7692-g3.

7 Id., see aLso 47 C.F.R. S 54.1-01- (a) .

I 47 C.F.R. S s4.101(a) (2).

o'See Nextlink Application at l-0
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Applicant states that it will provide access to emergency
services by providing 9I1,/E91-l- for all of its customers to the
extent l-oca1 governments have implemented 9LI and E9l-1. Nextlink
understands that there are two primary criticisms of VolP-based
emergency 9lL/F.91"1 services. First, because Lhe basic technology
of VoIP service is not line-powered, in the event of a po\^/er
failure and in t.he absence of a backup power supply, the service
would not work 'and emergency call-s could not be made. Nextlink
cusLomers will be offered a backup power supply to ensure Lhat a
sudden localized outage will not result ín a loss of service. At
this time, NextT,ink offers it.s voice service cusLomers an
uninterruptj.,ble power supply (UPS) intended to provide eight (8)
hours backup power in the event of power outages. As of February
L3, 2OIg, \iextlink wil1 also make available a 24ihour backup
battery

Second, some VoIP service and equipment has a potential to
operate on a nomadic basis, and consequent.ly, the public safety
access point. (PSAP) that receives an emergency call woul-d îot'necessarily know where the calling party is located. However,

'Nextlink states its service is not designed or permitt.ed to be
'operated on such a "nomadic" bas j-s. Nextlink commit.ted to working

.tvith each customer to ensure that they undersLand the importance
of est.ablishing t.he correct service addréss so that emergency
service calls can be properly routed.lo

The Corrmission is concerned about the pot.ent.ial focation
accuracy j-s';ues and reliability with Nextl,ink's provision of
interconnectied VoI'P service. However, we realize this is not unique
to Nextlink'is service, but a consequence of the t.echnology. The
FCC has determined not t.o make distinctions based on technologícal
d.elivery methods of voice service and has further found Nextl,ink's
service plan meets the requirements of FCC rul-es for purposes of
participating j-n t.he CAF Phase II auction program.ll Therefore, in
light of that, the Commission finds Nextlink's service plan meeLs
the requirements of 47 C.F.R. S 54.101(a) . However, we find given
the Commission's concerns, w€ find Nextlink should provide
information to its consurners about the differences with VoIP-based
91"L/8911 capabilities on a regular basis either through a billing
statement oïì a functionally equivalent medium.

ToLJ- Linitation for QuaJ-ified Low-Income Customers
;l

10 See Direct T:estimony of Steve Burks, Hearing Exhibit No. 5, at 16
;

11 USF/Icc Transformation order aL :-7692-93.
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Regarding tol1 limitations, t.he FCC has found that tol1
1i-mítat.ion would no longer be deemed a supportecl service " 

12

Nextlink does not distinguish bet.ween toll- and non-tol¡l- calls for
its voice offering. To the extent NextT,ink offers service that
disl-inatriqhcq between tol_1 and non-tol-l_ cal_l_s, it. has committ.ed to

---J ------offering tol1 limitat.ion to qualífying I"ow-income cusLomers at no
addit.ional- charge.

Facilities Requirement,

Chapter 47 USC S 214 (e) (1) (A) and S 009.02A2 of t.he Commission
Rules requires an ETC to demonstrate that it wil-1 offer the
supported services using either its own facilities or a combination
of its own facilities and resale of another carrier'1s services.
Nextlink committed that , throughout it.s service area, it wil-l-
comply with requi'rements to offer supported servj-ces either using
its own facilities or a combination of its own fac:ilities and
resale of anot,her carrier's services. Nextl,ink state,tr its last -
mile voice and broadband services are provided using fiber and
fixed wireless microwave platforms. In additíon, NextL,ink stated,
it owns and operates approximately half of its "vertícal- assets"
and continues to expand. Therefore, the Commíssion finds Next.Link
has met the requirements of" 47 USC 21a(e) (1) and Section 0Og.O2A2.

Advertising Supported Services

chaprer 47 usc s 214(e) (r) (e) and s 009.02A3 of rhe Commission
Rul es requ'ìres an ETC to adr¡ertise the ar¡ail-ability 6¡ supported
services and related charges using media of general distribution.
ETCs must also publicize the availability of Lifeline or NTAP
services in a manner reasonable calculated to reachì'those that

i

Based on the Application and. evidence submittdd, r,rre find
Next.Link has provided sufficient commitments to -adfertise the
availability of such services and charges using media'of general
distribution and in a manner that is designed to reach those likely
to qualify for such services. Nextlink's Application states that
the Company will specifically t.arget its advert,ising so as to reach
its intended market. Mr. Burks affirmed that marketing qnd
enrollment of subscribers will- be conducted by employees of the
Company and that it will advertise it.s services through social

s

!2 See Lifefine Reform Order, I ZAl.
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and some strat.egic use ofmedia, word.-of -mouth
traditional market.ing

ref erral-s
channe1s.13

Desiqnated Service Area

NextÏrin!< states in its Application it j-s seeking ETC

designat.ion only in the 4,670 census blocks that were awarded by
the FCC to LiextI,ink pursuant to the FCC CAF Phase II Auction. A
list and coïresponding maps of the census',blocks for which they
seek ETC designation are identified in Exhibits D and E attached
t.o the companf's Application.la

We find Next.Link has properly identified the service areas in
which it is requesting ETC designation. We further find that
Nextlink should be authorized to províde t.he supported services
throughout the ent.irety of the 4,6'7 O census blocks incl-uded in the
FCC's CAF Phase IT Auctíon ident.ified in Exhibit. 3 in its
Application. ls

Addit,iona]- L f. Criteria

Chapter,
requirements.
designation..
requirements.

4'7 CFR S 54.202 contains additional eligibility
that must be met by any carrier seeking ETC

Commission Rules substanLially mirror the FCC

To meet the additional requirements a company musL:

a. Certify it will comply with the serviçe requiremenLs
applicabl-e t.o the support it receives;

b. Submit a five-year plan t.hat describes wit.h specificity
proposed improvemenLs or upgrades to the applicant's
network;

' c. Demonstrate its ability to remain functional in
emergency sítuations; and

' d. Demonstrate t.hat it will satisfy applicable consumer
protection and service quality standards.16

App I i cabl-e S.ervj ce Requi rements

13 See Direct Ttlstimony of Steve Burks, Hearing Exhibit No. 5 (AMG Exhibit 2.0)
aE 22

L4 mêxtlink Application, ExhibiL. 3

15 Nextlink AppJ-ícation, Exhibit a.

16 47 CFR S 54.202(a) and 291- NAC 5,

(Al-so,referred Lo as AMG Exhibit 1.0)

s 009.02.
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Nextlink certifies that it will_ comply with the service
requirements applicable to the support it receives.lT Pursuant to
the CAF Phase II guidelines, the FCC has established a 10 Mbps
download and 1 Mbps upload speed as the threshold qual:-fying speed
for supported broadband services. NextT,ink offered teçtimony that
its proposed serr¡i ce of f eri ngs meet the FCC' s minimurn speed
requiremenLsls. Nextlink will commence of f ering ser"i¡ice to all
qualified consumers upon designation as an ETC rrã "orr*istent wit.h
the deployment plan filed with the FCC.

Five Year Service Improvement Pfan

Under Chapter .47 C.F.R. S 54 .202 (a) (1) (ii) and Section
009.0246 of the Commission Rules, âñ Applicant is required to
submit a five-year plan describing its proposed service
improvements or upgrades. Due to the finding of the FCC, Nextlink
requested a similar waiver of Section 009.0246 and we find based
on the requirements of the FCC's CAF Phase IT Auction program the
waiver should be granted. Vüe do, however, direct. Nextlink to
provide the Commission with updates of its progress i_n broadband
deployment at the same j-nt.erva1 as it reports such progress to the
FCC.

Ability to Remain Functionaf in Emergency Situations

Chapter 47 C.F.R. S 54 .202(a) (2) and Section 009:02A'7 of t.he
Commission's Rules requires an ETC applicant to demonstrate an
ability to remain functional during emergency sit.uations. Nextlink
stated it has designed its network to remain operational in
emergency situations and to ensure uninterrupt.ed service to
customers.le Recognízing that no network is absolutely prot.ected
against adverse events, Nextlink stated, it should be .able to
provide continued services if one or more elements within t.he
network temporarily fails.20 NexLlink further stated that it
employs a dual data cenLer model with duplication and ioad sharing.'
as well as uninterrupted power supply (UPS) and generaÇor backups.

17 47 cFR. S s4.202 (a) (1) (i) .

18 See Direct Testimony of Steve Burks, Hearing Exhíbit No. 5, at
stated it plans to offer a service plan of S/f Ubps even though
Fcc's minimum speed threshold as it also hears from consumers
use options.

I;7
aE

-18. Nextlink
is below the

rgquesting 1ow-

1e See Dírect Testimony of Steve Burks, Hearing Exhibit No. 5, aE 25.

20 See id.
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,411 point-of:-presence (POP) locations will have failover por,rler

ability alonf with wireless re-route backhaul ability and ntultiple
routing opt.ions within each VüAN/fiber POP tower 1ocation.21 In
addit.ion Nex¿Link offers backup power for up to eight (8) hours in
the event of outages and consistent with the FCC's requirements
will- shortly offer the capability for twent.y-four (24) hour backup
power.22 Based on these commitments, we find Applicant has met the
requíremenLs of 4'7 C . F . R. S 54 .ZO2 (a) (2) and Commission Rule
oo9.02A7.

ApplicabLe Consumer Protection and Service Qual-ity Standards

We next examine Applicant's commitment to service quality.
Chapter 47'C.F.R. S 54.202(a) (3) and Section 009.0248 of the
Commission Rì-rles requires an ETC applicant to demonstrate that it
will satisfy: applicable consumer protec.tion and service quality
standards. I,n its Application, Applioant committed to'satisfying-- , ,aI1 consumer- protect.ion and service quality standards provided by
,the, FCC and, any staLe specific consumer protection and service
':.euality stanäards.

,,1. Accordingly, based on the evidence presented, we find that
Àpplicant has satisfíed the requirement. to demonstrate it will
compfy with applicable consumer protection and service quality
standards. If Applicant's service quality is inadequaLe, customers
will drop the service giving Applicant an incent.j-ve to provide
quality service. We also bel-ieve that the annual reporting
requirements conbained in the ETC annuaf reporting rules provide

'the Commission with sufficient information to evaluate the
Company'.s selrvice quality in the future

- PubLic Interiest

47 C.F;:R.. S 54.202(b) and Rul-e 009.0241 of Chapter 5 of the
Commission Rules requires any company seeking ETC designation to
demonstrate 'lthat such designãtion is consistent with the public
interest, convenience, and necessity. The public interest
considerat.ion may incl-ude the benef its of increased consumer
choice and the unique advantages and disadvantages of the
Applicant' s,service offerings.

2! rd.

22 See id-
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fn iLs Application, Nextlink states the public interest wil1
be served by facilitating the FCC's goal of developing voice and
broadband networks in rural, high-cost areas.23 Applicant further
states as a recipient of federal high-cost funding, the Company
will- deploy advanced communications to unserved and underserved
area-s in Nebraska.2a Nextlink stat.ed its services will provide
important connect.ivity to consumers, businesses, and community
anchor ínstitut.ions, including rural schools, libraries, and
medical facilities and are a unique alternative to services
provided by tradítional wireline carriers within the Company's
designated service area.2s Moreover, Nextl-,ink stat.ed,: it will be
the only provider in its proposed service area that is approved t.o
draw on federal CAF Phase II support for the deployruent in this
area.26

Addit.ionally,
applicable rules and

Applicant committ.ed to comply with the
regulations of the Commission.2T llased on the

licant's service offeringsevj-dence before us, we conclude _t--þgt- App
will provide a public interest benef it. and it.s business plan
provides a unique advantage to consumers. We find Applicant has
demonstrated that. its designation as an ETC would be consistent
with the public interest, convenience, and necessity.

Nebraska ETC Designation

Provisioning of Continuous Service
Ì.

Rul-e OO9. O2A4 of the Commissíon Rules requj-res .that an ETC
not only demonstrate the ability and commitment to provide the
support.ed services l-isted above, but musL also demcnstrate the
ability to continuously provide such services j-n its designated
Service Area. We find, upon our review of the Applicat.ion and
testimony that Applicant has commit.ted to provide the supported
services listed above contj-nuously throughout the census blocks of
its Service Area

23 See Next,Link Application at l-5-16.

2a See id.

25 See id. , aE ]-6.

26 See id.

27 see id. , at L5.

:i

ì
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Secti-on OO9. O2A5 of t.he Commission's Rules require an ETC to
demonsLrate iLs commitment to provide service throughout the
designat.ed area to al-l cusLomers who make reasonable request for
service

.A.s d.emcnstrated by Applicant in the Company's Application,
the órder contains build-orrl.requiremenLs for îecipients of funds
in the program. Following designation, if a potential subscriber
is within Lh*o Company's desígnat.ed ETC service area, but outside
of Applicant,'s existing network coverage, the Company agreed and
committed tc follow the graduat.ed service extension process set
fort.h in Seciion O09.O2A5 of the Commi-ssion Ru1es.

We find Applicant has demonstrated an ability and commitment
to satisfy its obligation to provide service upon reasonabfe
request throughout the Company's requested service areas.

NTA.P

Rule O04.04A and OO4.O4B of Chapt.er 10 of the Commission Rules
requires carriers designated as ETC for purposes of receiving USF
sup.port to p:articipat.e in NTAP and comply with Section 006 of
Chapter l-O of the Commission Rul-es or the "NTAP Rules" . Applicant
commit.Led tc' complying wit.h the Commission's orders, rules and
regulations "regarding NTAP including the requirement to use only
the Commission approved NTAP Application Form, requirements
regarding additions and removal-s of NTAP subscribers from the NTAP
program and the semiannuaf reporting of NTAP customer Jists. The
Company also expressed an understanding that all eligibility
determinations of NTAP applicants are made exclusively by the
Commission. Applicant further committed to complying with those
requirements, adopted by the FCC in its Lifel-ine Reform Order to
annually verify the eligibility of NTAP subscribers2s in
c.ooperation wit,h t.he NTAP Department of the Commission.

We find-that. Applicant shal-l contacL the NTAP Department prior
to beginning NTAP operations in Nebraska so that iL can discuss
administ.rati:ire and logistical issues

Finally:. in effort to prevent fraud, waste and abuse in the
NTAP and Life,iline programs, the Commission will closely scrutinize
Applicant's compliance with our rul-es and regulations and will
t.ake any and all admj-nistrative act.ion it deems appropriate,

28Lifeline Reform Order aE 240-242.
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including revocation of Applicant's ETC designation,
evident Applicant j-s not in compliance.

it becomes

Conclusion

In summary, upon review of the Application and evidence
presented at the hearing, 'h/e find Applicant has demonstrated that
it meets the st.andards set f orth in 47 U. S. C. S 21a (e) and
applicable state and federal law for the designation of eligible
telecommunications carriers in the proposed census block areas for
the limited purpose of participation in the FCC's Connect America
Fund Phase Ir Program and the Lifeline and Nebraska Telephone
Assistance Programs and the Application should be approved.

ORDER

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska PubìIic Service
Commission that Application No. C-5009/NUSF-I1,4, shouid be and it
is hereby granted and AMG Technology fnvestment. Grou¡¡, LLC d/b/a
Nextlink fnternet is designated as an eligible telecolnmuni.cat.ions
carrier in the State of Nebraska for the limited purpose of
receiving federal universal service support. to participate in the
FCC's Connect America Fund Phase lf Program and the l,ifeline
program as requested in the Applicat.ion consistent wit.h the
findings and conclusions made herein.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that AMG Technology Investment Group,
L,LC d/b/ a Nexttink InUerneL is hereby declared to be a Nêbrâskâ
EligibJ-e Tel-ecommunicat.ions Carrier f or the l-irnited purpose of
receiving stat.e universal- service support to participat.e in the
Nebraska Telephone Assistance Program.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that AMG Technology Invesúment Group,
LLC d/b/a NextI,ink rnternet shall file informaticn with the
Commission evidencing it is advertising through medie,L of general
distribution on or before ,Ju1y l-st each year hereafter.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that AMG Technology Invest.ment Group,
LLC d/b/a Next.Link Internet shall file with the Commission copies
of its annual reports filed with the FCC pursuant to 47 C.F.R. S

54.31-3. Confidential- filings must be clearly marked consistent
with the Protective Order in this proceeding.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that AMG Technology Investment Group,
LLC d,/b/a Nextlink Internet shal-I fil-e a copy of this Order with
the Universal Service Administrative Company ("USAC").and the FCC



SECRETARY'S RECORD, NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Applicatíon No. C-5009/NUSF-114 Page 15

to commence its eligibility for receipt of federal universal
service support effective as of the date of this Order.

BNTERED AND MADE EFFECTIVE at Lincoln, Nebraska, this 2Oth day
of February, 20!9.

NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
SSIONBRS CONCURRING:

,K7 iZ"¿*

8.

ATTEST

Executive Director


