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BEFORE THE NEBRÄ,ST(A PUBLTC SERVTCE COMMÏSSÏON

In the Matter of the
Application of SQF, LLC,
Portland, Maine, seeking
authority'to operate as a local
exchange carrier wit.hin the
State of Nebraska.

Application No. C-4986

Entered: July 10, 201-g

BY THE COMMISSTON:

On May 29,2018, SQF, LLC ("SQF" or "Applicant") filed an
application seeking authority to operate as a local exchange
carrier of Lelecommunications services in the StaEe of Nebraska.
Nótice of the application was publ ished ín The Daily Record , Omaha,
Nebraska, or lrlay 29, 201-8. No protests were filed; therefore, this
application is processed pursuant to the Commission's Rule of
Modified Procedure.

EVIDENCE

Applicant is a private, single-member LLC of perpetual
duration organized under the laws of the StaLe of Maine. Applicant
is a fulIy owned subsidíary of Tilson Technology Management, Inc.
("Tilson"). It,s prÍncipat place of business is located in Portland,
Maine. A copy of Applicant's authority to transact businesq in the
State of Nebraska was filed with the application. Neither the
Applicant nor its parent's offj-cers or other personnel have had
any docketed formal complaints or other ínvestigatory or
enforcement proceeding within the last two years.

Applicant has obtaj-ned authorization to provide
telecommunj-cations services in thirty-one (31) states and the
District of Columbia. Applicant is seeking authorization as a
telecommunications provider in all fifty (50) states. Applicant
currently provides wholesale non-switched facilities'-based
transport and backhaul t,o other carriers, typically wireless
carríers, in t,he following jurisdictions: New York, New Jersey,
and- Pennsylvania. Applicant, íntends to offer its services
throughout the entj-re State of Nebraska.

Applicant, requests authority to provide competitíve
telecommunications service throughout the State of Nebraska.
Applicant intends to offer non-switched radio frequency ("RF")
transport service on a wholesale basj-s Èo other carriers via fiber
optic cable bet,ween low-powered antenna nodes and data centers
forming its network. Applicant provides its services via both its
own hub and fiber optic faciliÈies, as well as by leasing
facilities from other suppliers. ApplÍcant also provides
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facilities-based and leased fiber transport and routíng/switching
of comingled voice and data traffic including locaI exchar,:ge
bounci service as internet protocol (IP) traffic generated by other
retail providers for its wholesale customers. Applicant offers
its services primarily to other carriers on an individual contract

-basiÈ (liICB') ánd wiil not rëqùirë á<lväncè þáymêntÉ or depositÉ.

While Applicant is not a ceIlular/wireless telephone company
itself, Applicant's customers include: wireless internet service
providers ("fSPs"); public safety network operators,' CLECs; and
ce1lu1ar carriers. As part of its service offerings, Applícant
also intends to provide fiber internet transport services for
enterprise customers that will carry voice and data. applicant has
no current pJ-ans to provide dj-rector assistance or operator
assistaúce servicés to any customers, as Applicant will only be
providing non-switched wholesale transport servj-ces to other
carriers.

Applicant states it possesses the requisíte financial,
technical, and managerial expertise to provide the proposed
^^---¿ ^^^ .i r ,,,.:11 t^^ Ãrr-s^..r^l 'l^-, .: ts^ çÃú^-Ê m.:1-^-ÞslvfuËù aÈ rL wJ-J-J- r.JE Þr.r!,,I',trJ-t-Erl uy ¿uÞ yctl-g¡IL r-\JtilPctlLy, IIIÞ\JII .

Applicant provided a description of Applicant's technical
expertise in Exhibit No. 4. Applicant provided the financial
statements of Tilson confidentially under seal as Exhibit No. 5.

Applicant states a grant of the proposed applicatíon is in
the public interest because of the expansion of reliability and
availability of telecommunications options ín Nebraska. As well as
an irñproved wireless network coverage and capacity for carrier
customers without the need for traditional macro ceIl (ceIl tower)
infrastructure

OPTNTON AND FTNDTNGS

The Commission considers this applícation for authority in
light of the following criteria and standards established in the
Commission' s telecommunications rules :

(a) V'Ihether the Applicant has provided the information re-
quired by the Commission;

(b) T¡'Ihether the Applicant has provided a performance bond,
if required i

(c) I¡Íhether the Applicant possesses adequate financial re-
sources to provide the proposed service;
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(d) lrlhether the Applicant possesses adequate technical com-
petence and resources to provide the proposed service;

(e) . V'Ihether the Applicant possesses adequate managerial
competence to províde the proposed service; and

(f) Whether granting the Applicant a certifj-cate preserves
and advances universal service, protects the public
safety and welfare, ensures the continued quality of
t.elecommunications services, and safeguards the rights
of consumers, pursuant to Section 253(b) of the Act.

Applicant has demonst.rated that it meets the st.andards of
technical and managerial competence necessary to provide service
in the State of Nebraska. Applicant has provided documentation of
fj-nancial fitness to the Commission necessary for authority. The
Commission shall review the financials of the company every year
upon the filing of the Applicant's annual report' pursuant to
statute.

These opinions and findings carry no precedential value other
than establishing minj-mum st,andards and criteria to apply when
considering applications to provide l-ocal exchange and
interexchange service in the above-mentioned territories. All
telecommrrnications carrj-ers seeking such a certificate must
demonstrate that t,hey meet, ât a minimum, Lhe standards and
crit.eria set forth herein.

Before the Applicant is allowed to provide local exchange
service to its users, it must either:

(a) Through negotiation or arbitraÈion; reach an intercon-
nection/resale agreement with the pertinent incumbent
Iocal exchange carrier and receive Commission approval
of the interconnection/resale agreemenL; or

(b) In the event a certified local exchange carrier provides
a wholesale tariff, purchase rates from that tarj-ff,
file its own tariff and receive Commission approval of
its tariff

This order does noL terminate, waive or in any manner diminish
the'exemptions and prot,ections created by the Act for rural
carriers as defined by the Act. This order does not address the
issue of the rural 1ocal exchange carrier exemption under the Act.
Rura1 exemptions may be terminated, suspended or modified only as
provided in Section 251-(f ) of the Act.
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Prior to providing service in any area in the State of
Nebraska, Applicant must file tariffs in accordance with the
provisions of Sectj-on 002.21, of the Neb. Admin. R. & Regs. Title
29!, Chapter 5.

Upon the offering of loca1 exchange services in the State of
Nebraska, Applicant would be subject to the same 1aws, rules and
regulations, both federal and state (including any laws, rules or
regulations regardíng universal service, restríctíons on joint
marketing and quality of service), applicable to any other local
exchange and interexchange carriers, except those obligations
imposed on fLECs pursuant to Section 251- (c) of the Act

ORDER

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by
mission that Application No.
approved.

the Nebraska Public
C-4986, be, and it

Service Com-
is hereby,

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Applj-cant comply with Section
^Fn 

I t\ /r \ /ñ\ -E Lr^^ ñ-1 - -f -.-L t - - -zÞrtr/ (r/ tt5/ 9r rrre 'r'eJ-ecommunl-catl-ons là'ct of tyY6 anq trnatr trne
Applicant submít any bona fide request (s) for interconnection,
services or network elements from a rural telephone company to the
Commj-ss j-on f or its approval.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Applícant is obligated to abide by
the same laws, rules and regulations, both federal and state
(including any laws, rules or regulations regarding universal
service, resirictions on joint. marketing and. quality of service),
applicable to any other ínterexchange and locaL exchange carriers,
except obligations imposed on incumbent 1oca1 exchange carriers
pursuant to Section 251-(c) of the Act.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that, to the extent Applicant provides
access line service as referenced in the Telecommunications Relay
sys tem Act, Neb. Rev. Stat. SS 86-301 through 86-3Ls (Relay Act)
and defined in Neb. Admin. R. & Reg. Title 29L, Chapter 5 S OOt-.Ol-8,
the Applicant shall collect from its subscribers a surcharge (eelay
Surcharge) pursuant to the relay act and the Commission's annual
orders establishing the amount of the surcharge, and sha1l remit
to the Commj-ssion the proceeds from the relay surcharge as provided
by the relay act.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Applicant comply with all
necessary statutes and Commission Rules and Regulations as they
pertain to the Nebraska Universal Service Fund
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IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Applicant shal1 file, in accordance
with the applicable statutes, ofl or before April 30 of each yeaT'
an annual report with the Commission consisting of: (a) a copy of
the ARMIS Report filed with the Federal Communj-cations Commission
if applícable; (b) a copy of any annual report to stockholders;
and (c) a copy of the latest Form 10-K filed with the Securities
and Exchange Commission. If such reports are unavailable,
Applicant shatl- file a balance sheet and income statement. for the
previous year of operation, and for the State of Nebraska on a
combined interstate-intrastaLe basis, the investment in the
telephone plant and equipment. located within the sLate,
accumul-ated depreciation thereon, operating revenues, operating
expenses and Laxes.

Ir IS FURTHER ORDERED Lhat within 30 days from the entry of
this order that the Applicant fil-e a t.ariff with the Commission as
required by state statutes and the Commission'S regulations.

IT IS FINALLY ORDERED that this order be, and hereby is, made

the Commission' s official Certificate of Publ-ic Convenience and
Necessity to t.he Applicant to provide local exchange services in
the St.ate of Nebraska.

ENTERED AND MADE EFFECTIVE at Lincoln, Nebraska, this 1-0th day
of .Iuly, 2018.

NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMTSSION

COMM]SSTONERS CONCURR]NG :

//s//txank E. Landis
//s//mary Ridder

/ay1E'zx*
Chair
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Deputy DirecLor
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