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lMISS]ONBEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBL]C SERVICE COi!

In the Matter of the Joint )

Apptication of Business, l,LC, )

and Earthlink Hotdings Corp., )

Atfanta, Georgia, and )

Wlndstream Hol-diñ9s, Inc. , )

Little Rock, Arkansas, seeking )

approval for a pro forma )

transf,êr of direct ownership )

,of Business Telecom, LLC, and )

DeltaCom, LLC )

Application No. C-4881

Entered: January 10, 2011

BY THE.COMMISSION:

On November 28, 2016, a joint application was filed by
Business Telecom/ . LLC ("8T" ) ; DeltaCom, LLC ("Del-taC om" ) ì
Earthlink Business, LLC ("Eartlr],ink Business") (collectively,

'"Earthlink Licensee s") ; Earthlink' Hotdings Corp. ("Earthlj-nk
,,Parent" ) ; and Windstream Holdings, Inc. ("Vùindstream Parent" )

(col-iectively, "Applicants"), seeking approval a pro forma
change in direct ownership of BT and DeftaCom in connection with
a proposed t,ransaction involving Earthlink Parent and Vrlindstream

GRANTED

Parent. . Netice of the application v/as
,Rec,erd, omahar' Nebraska, on December L,

published ín The Dail
20L6. No protests were

.,filed; therefore, this application is processed pursuant to the
Coinmission's Rule of Modified Procedure.

OPINION AND F]NDINGS

The Parties:

' Vrlindstream Parent is a Delawar.e corporation with its
headquarters at 4001 Rodney Parham Road, Lit.tIe Rock, Arkansas.
Windstream Parent is a holding company and does not provide
r--elecommunications services or hold any telecommunications
l-icenses in its or^/n right . It' s wholly owned subsidiary,
Windstream Services, which is a Delaware LLC with addresses at
the same location as Vüindstream Parent, or^rns and operates a
number of l-Lcensed telecommunications providers ín alt states
and the District of Columbia, except Ataska. Vrlindstream's
regulated subsidiaries hol-d the following authorizations in
Nebraska: Paetec Communications, LLC, is authorized to provide
interexchange telecommunicatj-ons services pursuant to Docket
C-L932; McLeodUSA Tefecommunications Services, LLC, is
authorized to .provide 'l-ocaf exchange and interexchange
telecommunicatj-on services pursuant to Docket C-1932; Windstream
Communications,. LLC, is åuthorized to, provide i-nterexchange
tel-ecomrhunications services pursuant Docket C-4331; Windstream
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KDL/ LLC, is authorized to provide local exchange and
interexchange telecommunications services pursuant to Docket
C-4L47 and C-4188. Windstream Norlight, LLC, is'authorized to
provide interexchange tel-ecommunications services pursuant to
Docket C-38 91; Windstream NTI, LT,,C, is authorized to provide
interexchange telecommunications services pursuant to Docket
C-1334; lrl'i ndstream. \lebraska , Ir\c. , is authorized to pro."'ide
incumbent local exchange tefecommunications services; Windstream
of the Midwest, rnc., is authorized to provide locat exchange
tel-ecommunication services pursuant to Docket c-r1-40; and
hlindstream systems of the Midwest , rrrc. , is authori zed. to
provide interexchange tel-ecommunicat j-ons services pursuant to,
Docket C-625. Vüindstream's combined operations currently have
approximatel-y $5.7 bilfion in annual revenues nationwide as of
the year end FY2015. Vrlindstream's most recent SEC forms 10-K
and 10-Q are also availabl-e onfine

Earthlink Hotdings Corp. is a publicly traded Del-aware
corporation with principal offices l-ocated at 1170 Peachtree
Street, Suite 900, Attanta, Georgia 30309. Earthlink Parent
functions as a holding company and does not priovide
telecommunications services or hol-d any tefecommunications
l-icenses in its ov/n right. rt o!{ns and äperates a number of
tel-ecommunicat j-ons providers in aIl states and the District of
Columbia. In Nebraska, Earthlink subsidiaries hold the
following authorizations: Earthlink Business, LLC, a Delaware
LLC, is authorized to provide resold and facifities-based local
exchange services pursuant to Docke L C-2L21 | ds atrLendecl L<.r

ref l-ect its convers j-on and name change in Docket C-4526; and
interexchange services pursuant to Docket c-21-2't , as amended to
reflect its conversion and name change in Docket C-4526;
Del-taCom, LLCr âfl Al-abama LLC is authorized to provide resold
interexchange services pursuant to authority granted by the
Commission in Docket C-I436, as amended to reflect its
conversion and name change in Docket C-4526; Business TeJ-ecom,
LLC, a North Carol-ina LLC is authorized to provide resold
interexchange eservices pursuant to Docket C-7245, as amended to
refl-ect its conversion and name change ln Docket C-4730.
Earthlink's most recent SEC forms 10-K and 10-Q were made
avail-abl-e onl-ine.

Description of the Transacti-on:

On November 5, 2016, Windstream Parent, Earthlink Parent,
Europa Merger Sub, Inc., a Delaware corporation and an indirect
who1ly-owned subsidiary of Windstream Services, LLC, and Europa
Merger Sub, LLC, a Delaware LLC and an indirect who1ly-owned
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subsidiary of, Windstream Services, LLC, entered into an
Agreement and Plan of Merger pursuant to which Europa I4erger
Sun, Inc., will be merged with and into EarthT-ink Parent wíth
Earthlink Parent cont'i nuing as the surviving ôorporation and
immediately follolwing the initial- merger, Earthlink Parent wilf
be merged with and into Europa Merger Sub, LLC, with Europa
Merger Sub, LLC,'.= the surviving company known as Earthlink

Windstream Parent. Vrlindstream Parent witl be the ne\^/ ultimate
parent company of the Earthlink Licensees.

According to the Applicants, the current customers of the
Earthlink Licensees witl remain customers of tLlose entiti es
following , EarthT ink Transaction. Eai:thlink Licensees will
continue to offer the same services, rates, terms and conditions

,rpursuant to their existing authorizations and the only material-
'ãhrng. resuJ-ting f rom Earthlink Transaction witl be that the

...ce'rtif icated entities ultimately wil-l be indirectly owned by
lWindstream Parent and subsequently may change their names to
refl-ect the "Windstream" brand in their names

upon the above. informat j-on, the Commission
to be fair and reasonable, in the public

the apptication should be granted.

ORDER

Based'.appl-r_catr_on
. Therefore,

-.,.. ,''rj :,.

finds the
interest.

IT
mission
granted

IS ,THEREFORE ORDERED by
that Application No.

the Nebraska Publ-ic Service Com-
C-4881 be, and it is hereby,

day of January, 2OL1

NEBRASKA PUBLIC .SERVICE COMM]SS]ON

COMMISSIONERS CONCURRING

a4v:1 7e,Å"/-¿

//s//îrank E. Landis
//s//TLm schram

f"rman

ATTEST:

Executi-ve Director
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