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BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

In the Matter of the Joint )

Application of UPN Intermediate )

Ho1dings, LLC, Kansas CitY, )

Missouri, and Cox )

Communications, Tltc., Omaha, )

Nebraska, seeking authoritY for )

Cox Communications, Inc., to )

acquire controlling interest in )

Uníte Private Networks, LLC. )

Application No. C-4859

Entered: August 30, 2016

BY THE COMMISSION:

on July 25,2016r âr application was jointly filed by UPN

Intermediate Holdings, LLC (*UPN-I-), of Kansas City, Missouri,
and Cox Communications , Inc., ("Cox"), of Omaha, Nebraska'
(collectively "AppIicants"), seeking approval of a transfer of
controlling interest of Unite Private Networks, LLC' ("UPN"), to
Cox. Notice of the application was published in The Daily Record'
Omaha, Nebraska, on JuIy 28, 2016. No protests \^/ere filed;
therefore, this application is processed pursuant to the
Commissiön's Rule of Modified Procedure.

GRANTBD

OPTNION AND FINDINGS

The Parties:

UPN-I is a limited liability company' organized under the
laws of the State of Delaware with principal offices located in
Kansas City, Missouri. UPN-I o\^Ins 100% of the UPN Companies,
including the certificated entity in Nebraská' UPN. Unite is a

provider of l-ocal- exchange and interexchange telecommunications
iervices within the State of Nebraska. UPN is authori-zed to operate
in Nebraska under and by virtue of authority heretofore granted by
this Commission. l

Cox is a corporation, organized under the laws of the State
of De|aware. Cox is the parent compqly of the Nebraska certificated
enti-ty Cox Nebraska Telecom, LLC. Cox Nebraska Telecom, LLC, is
a provider of local exchange and interexchange telecommunications
services within the State of Nebraska. Cox Nebraska Telecom, LLC,
is authorized to operate in Nebraska under and by virtue of
authority heretofore granted by this Commissj-on.2

1 See Authority Nos.
2 See Authority Nos.

c-2684
c-1359

(JuIy 22, 2002) and C-3487 (November 22. 2005).
(December 19, 1,996) and C-1-625 (October 15, 1'997).
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Description of the Transacti_on:

According to the apprication, Appricants entered into a
membership interest and stock purchase agreement, (..Agreement,,) .
under the terms of the Agreement, cox wil-l acquire an indirect
majority interest in upN-T, which oü/ns upN. Following the
completion of the transacti-on, Cox will- hold a combined 66å equityinterest in Fiber platform, LLC, through cox's whol-ly-or.r.à
subsidiaries, Fiber platform Holdings, Lic, and Fiber pi"ti"r*
Blocker, Inc

Ridgemont Equity Partners currently controls UpN through REp
UP. UPN Holdi-ngs' LLC, prior to a reorganization that wil-l occur
as an integral part of the transaction, o\^ins al-f of the membership
interests in UPN-I. Fofl owing the transaction, Ridgemont wil_I hold
a minority share interest in Fiber Pl-atform, LLC. The remainder of
the minority equity in Fiber pratform, LLC. wilJ_ be owned by
members of the management of UpN

UPN-f wilt continue to operate as a stand-alone business as
a direct subsidiary of Fiber pl-atform, and. wil-l- be governed by a
Board of Managers that consists of Managers appointed by cox,
Ridgemont and the management of UpN

Applicants further state the proposed transaction will- be
transparent to customers and will- not resul-t in changes to the
certificated entity, UPN, as the transaction occurs at.the parent
company l-evel.

The Applicants state that the transaction is in the public
interest because it will strengthen UPN and assist it in pur:suing
long-term strategic growth opportunities in new marketsr âs well-
as expanding and densifying its fiber network throughout its
existing footprint and into adjacent areas. The Applicants further
state the transaction will- result in more robust competition
benef iting al_l- customers.

Based on the evidence, wê find the appli-catj-on to be fair and
reasonabl-e and in the public interest. The applì-cation should be
granted.

{þprìnteo witn soy ink on recycted paper$



SECRETARY'S RECORD, NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Application No. C-4859 Page 3

ORDER

IT IS THBREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Public Service Com-
mission that Application C-4859.be, and it is hereby, granted.

BNTERED AND MADE EFFECTIVE at Lincoln, Nebraska, this 30!h day
of August, 2Ot6

NEBRASKA PUBLIC. SBRVICE COMMISSION

COMMISSIONERS CONCURRING :

Chairman

ATTEST:

Bxecutive Director

//s///s/lr
Landis

am
E¡
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