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BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSTON

In the Matter of Nebraska
Public Service Commission
Communications Department, on
its own motion, regarding the
20L5 Annual Report filings.

Apptication No . C-4844/DC-90

Entered: August 16, 2076

BY THE COMMISSTON:

By original complaint, dated May 9, 2016, the Communications
Department (Department) of the Nebraska Pubtic Service Commj-ssion
(Commission) initiated this docket requesting the Commission to
rêvoke the operating authority of various defendants for failure
to file annual reports pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. S B6-159
(Reissue of 2008). All companies who had not filed annual- reports
with the Commission or who had filed incompJ-ete annual reports
v/ere named as respondents in this docket. A copy of the Complaint
and the Order to Show Cause was mailed to each defendant via
certified United States mail.

The respondents are interexchange (IXC) and local exchange
(LEC) telecornmunications companies. generally regulated by the
Commission, pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. S 75-101' et. seq. (Reissue
of 2009) and SS B6-101 et. seq. (Reissue of 2008). Respondents are
also governed by Title 291, NAC Chapter 5 of the Commission's Rules
and Regulations.

A -hearing \^/as hel-d on August 2, 2016, in the Commission
Hearing Room, Lincoln, Nebraska, for any Respondents who were not
previ-ously dismissed f rom the docket.

As part of its regulatory authority and pursuant to S B6-159,
the Commission, through its Communications Department, requires
telecommunication companies which fil-e an annual report with a

federal agency to file a copy of the same report with the
Commission on or before the date on which said report is filed
with the federal- agency. Every such company not required to fil-e
such a report with a federal agency is required to fil-e an annual-
report with the Commission in a form prescribed by the Commission
on or before April 30th of each year

Each interexchange carrier ancl loca1 exchange carrier was
notified by the staff by emaif or first class mail on or about
January 3I, 2016, via certified mail on or about March L, 2016,
and by email or first class maif on or about April 4, 20L6, that
the annual report is due on April 30, 2016.

COMPLAINT DISMISSED IN PART

AND SUSTA]NED IN PART
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The following Respondents remain in the docket:

CLear l[or]-d Communications
INetworks Group, Inc.
Net' One InternationaL
Stratus Networks, fnc.
Vitcom, LLC
U.S. South Communications, Inc.
V[imactel, Inc.
dishNET ÏÍireline, LLC
EarthLink Business, LLC
Geneva Broadband, LLC
Ionex Communications North, Inc

The Respondents are tel-ecommun j-cations companies generaJ-1y
regulated by the commission, pursuant to Neb. Rev. stat. SS is-
101-, et seq. (Reissue of 2009) and ss B6-101 et seq. (Reissue of
2008). Respondents are afso governed by Title 291 NAC ch. 5 of the
Commiss j-on's Rules and Regulations

The Respondents originalJ-y named in the petition failed to
comply with the mandates of Neb. Rev. Stat. S B6-159. Therefore,
this commission, pursuant to its legislative authority, may
administratively impose iines on all- such companies after notice
and public hearing and/or revoke the certificates of public
convenience and necessity issued to the respondents.

Atl Respondents who contacted thc Commission were given the
option of negotiating a settl-ement by submittíng an annual report
and signing a stipulation with the Department, wherein each
respondent admitted to fiting their annual report late and agreed
to pay an administrative fine to dismj-ss the departmental complaint
against them.

The following companies signed stipulations with the
Department wherej-n they admitted to filing their reports l-ate and
paid an administrative fine to dismiss the departmental complaint.
The signed stipulations are satisfactory and therefore, the
foll-owing companies should be dismissed from the complaínt:

U.S. South Communications, Inc.
Vüimactel, Inc.
dishNET Wirel-ine, LLC
Earthlink Business, LLC
Geneva Broadband, LLC
Ionex Communícations North, Inc

Ìf;þlrinted with soy int on recycted paperþ



SECRETARY'S RECORD, NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
l-

Application No. C-4844/oC-gO Page 3

The following companies fil-ed complete reports after the
deadline and were offered an opportunity to enter into a stipulated
agreement with the Commission, pay an adminístrative fine and be
dismissed from the above-captioned complaint. Stipulated
agreements \^rere sent to the companies, but they failed to execute
the stipulation and pay the administrative penalty as of the date
of the hearing. Numerous attempts to contact the companies were
unsuccessful. Neither carrier made an appearance at the hearing.
Therefore, fines shoul-d be levied and the Certificates of Public
Convenience and Necessity should be revoked from the following
Respondents:

Net One
Vitcom,

InternationaL, Inc.
LLC

The remaining Respondents did not contact the Commission
regarding the outstanding complaint " Numerous attempts were made
to contact the Respondents by staff regarding the outstanding
report and complaint. AII Respondents were notified of the hearing
and were entítled to appear. No carriers made an appearance at the
public hearings to show cause as to why administrative fines should
not be assessed and their certificates of authority should not be
revoked

Accordingly, fines should be levied and the Certificates of
PubIic Convenience and Necessity shoul-d be revoked from the
following Respondents :

Clear lÍor]-d Communications
INetworks Group, Inc.
Stratus Networks, Inc.

ORDER

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Publ-ic Service Com-
mission that U. S . South Communications, Inc. .' ÍÍimacte1, Inc. ;
dishNET ÛÍireJ.ine, LLC; Earthlínk Business, LLC; Geneva
Broadband, LLC; and fonex Communications North, T.rlc., be, and
are hereby, dismissed from the departmental complaint.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that fines be levied consistent with
the Commission approved fining policy calcul-ated as of the date
of the hearing against Respondents Clear WorLd Communications,'
INetworks Group, fnc.; Net One International; Stratus Networks,
Inc.; and Vitcom, LLC

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Certificates of Publ-ic
Convenience and Necessity issued to the Respondents Clear ÞÍorld
Communications; INetworks Group, Inc.; Net One International;

ljltprinted w¡th soy ¡nk on recyctedpaperþ



SECRETARY'S RECORD, NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

//
//

Application No . C-4844/DC-90 Page 4

Strafus Networks, Inc
revoked.

,' and Vitcom, LLC, be, and are hereby,

IT ÏS FURTHER ORDERED that the Respondents revoked herein
shal-f cease and desist providing service in the State of Nebraska
within 60 days from the date of this order. Furthermore, said
carriers shalÌ give at l-east 30 days notice of discontinuance of
service to their customers and reimburse said cust.omers from âny
charges associated with obtaining service from a different
carrier

ENTERED AND MADE EFFECTIVE at Lincoln, Nebraska, this 16th day
of August, 2016

NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERV]CB COMMISSION

COMMISS]ONERS CONCURRTNG : ,

Chairman

ATTEST:

s//îrank n. Landis
s//rim Schram

D y Director
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