BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBLI C SERVI CE COWM SSI ON

In the Matter of the Commissipn, Application No. C 2516/

on its own notion, to investigate) Pl -49
cost studies to establish Qwepst ORDER OPENI NG DOCKET
Corporation’'s rates for ) ORDER SETTI NG PROCEDURAL
i nt erconnection, unbundl ed networ KSGHEDULE AND SETTI NG

el enents, transport and term ha- HEARING

tion and resal e services. ) Entered: April 17, 2001

BY THE COWM SSI ON:

OPI NI ONS AND FI NDI NGS

I n Sept enber of 1996, t he Nebraska Public Service Comm ssion
(Cormm ssi on) opened Appl i cation No. G 1415to i nvesti gate cost studi es and
toestablishrates for i nterconnection, unbundl ed el enents, transport and
terninationandresal e servi ces for USWst Conmuni cati ons, nowknown as
Qwnest Corporation. After collectingevidencefromtheinterestedparties
and hol di ng hearings onthis matter, the Conm ssion for various reasons,
di d not enter any fornmal findi ngs and concl usi ons in ApplicationNo. C
1415.

On March 6, 2001, we requestedthe parti es to coment on whet her or
not t he evi dence provi ded i n G 1415 had becone out dat ed and stal e. AT&T
and Qnest filed comments inresponsetothe Conmi ssion’s questions. Upon
consi derati on of the comment s recei ved, the Conmi ssionfindsthat the
i nformati on containedinApplicationNo. G 1415 has i ndeed becorre st al e.
Mor eover, there are newunbundl ed network el ements (UNE) that require
pricingas aresult of determnati ons nade by t he Federal Commruni cati ons
Commi ssi on(FCC) in theUNE Remand Or der, t he Li ne Sharing G der, andthe
Advanced Services Order.! In order to relieve the confusion asso

1. As AT&T pointed out in its March 23, 2001, coment s, the Federal
Communi cations Commission (FCC) has entered three orders which have now
become relevant and should be addressed through our cost docket. See,
e.g., Inplementation of the Local Provisions of the Telecomunications Act
of 1996, CC Docket No. 96-98, Third Report and Order, FCC 99-238 (rel.
Nov. 5, 1999)(“UNE Remand Oder”)(Where the FCC nodified and supplenented

its list of elenents and sub-elenents incunbent |ocal exchange carriers
nmust make available to conpeting |Iocal exchange carriers.) See al so,
Depl oyment of Wreline Servi ce Ofering Advanced Tel ecommuni cati ons

Capability, Third Report and Order, CC Docket No. 98-147; Inplenentation
of the Local Conpetition Provisions of the Telecomunications Act of 1996,
Fourth Report and Order, CC Docket No. 96-98, FCC 99-355 (rel. Dec. 9,
1999) (“Line Sharing Order”) and, Deployment of Wreline Service Offering
Advanced Tel econmuni cations Capability, First Report and Oder, CC Docket
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ciatedwith permtting parties to supplenent ApplicationNo. G 1415,
t he Commi ssi on her eby opens t he above- capt i oned docket to i nvesti gat e cost
st udi es for establishingrates for interconnection, unbundl ed el enent s,
transport and term nation and resale services as required.

Because of t he broad range of i ssues associatedwi ththis docket, we
wi || address theissues progressivelyandwill focusinitiallyonpricing
unbundl ed | oop el ements. Oncethis matter has beenresol ved, we w | |
then focus onother pricingissuesraisedinApplicationNo. G 1415 as
wel | as el ement s added by t he FCC subsequent to t he openi ng of Application
No. C-1415.

Theinterested partiesinApplicationNo. G 1415, will beallowedto
nove evi dence i ncl udi ng testi nony, adm ssi ons, briefs, charts, graphs,
cost nodel s or any ot her materi al s whi ch had been dul y accept ed by t he
Conmi ssioninthat docket. This evidence shoul d be resubnitted and
properly nmarked to avoid confusion.

Any interested party, including the Conmi ssion staff will be
permttedtofil eacost nodel, or costing nmet hodol ogy f or Commi ssi on
revi ewunder t hi s docket on or before June 7, 2001. Parties nay al so
submit briefs, plans or recommendations tothe Conmm ssionspecifically
withrespect topricingunbundl edl| oop el enents on or before June 21,
2001.

A hearingonthe pricingof unbundl ed | oop el enents wi | | be hel d at
10: 00 a. m onJuly 9, 2001, and possi bly conti nued on July 10, 2001, in
t he Conmi ssi on Heari ng Room in Lincol n, Nebraska. For parties w shing
to present testinmony at the July 9, 2001, hearing, direct testinmony nust
be filedw ththe Comm ssi on by June 21, 2001. Rebuttal testinony nust be
filed by June 28, 2001.

ORDER

| T1S THEREFORE ORDERED by t he Nebr aska Publ i ¢ Servi ce Commni ssi on
t hat t he above- capti oned docket be openedtoinvestigate cost studi es and
toestablishrates for interconnection, unbundl ed el enents, transport and
term nation and resal e services for Qumest Corporation.

NO. 98-147, FCC 98-48 (rel. Nov. 5, 1999)(“Advanced Services Order”).
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| TI SFURTHER ORDEREDt hat i nterested partiesbeallowedtofile
mat eri al sinaccordance withthe procedural cycl e established herein.
Interested parties shall filefive paper copies as well as one el ectronic
copy inWrdPerfect 5.0o0r later format of all comrents, proposal s and
recomendati ons.

I TISFINALLY ORDEREDt hat hearings onthis matter be hel d onJuly
9, 2001 and July 10, 2001, in the Com ssi on Heari ng Room Li ncol n,
Nebraska as described herein.

MADE AND ENTERED at Li ncol n, Nebraskathis 17t h day of April, 2001.

NEBRASKA PUBLI C SERVI CE COWM SSI ON
COWM SSI ONERS CONCURRI NG:

Chai r man

ATTEST:

Executive Director



