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BY THE COWM SSI ON:

By application filed July 10, 2000, Metronedia Fi ber Network
Services, Inc. of Wite Plains, New York, (Metronedia or Applicant)
seeks a certificate of authority to provide |ocal exchange service,
exchange access and intrastate interexchange facilities-based and
resol d tel ecomruni cati ons services within the state of Nebraska.
Noti ce of the application appeared in The Daily Record on July 12,
2000. Petitions of Formal Intervention were tinely filed by
Ar apahoe Tel ephone Conpany; Benkel man Tel ephone Conpany, |nc.

Cozad Tel ephone Conpany; Henderson Cooperative Tel ephone Conpany
and Wauneta Tel ephone Conpany, through their attorney, Timd are.

On Septenmber 21, 2000, the executive director of this Commi ssion sent by
first class
mail a copy of the notice of hearing.
A hearing was held on Cctober 3, 2000, in the Conmi ssion Library,
Li ncol n, Nebraska, w th appearances as shown above.

In support of its application, applicant produced one w tness,
M. Mark Behning, director of the central region for Metronedia.
M. Behning testified that Metromedia is a Del aware corporation
headquartered in Wiite Plains, New York. Metronedia Fiber Network
Services is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Metronmedi a Fi ber Network,
Inc. The conpany is currently certified in 39 states.

The conpany proposes to provide facilities-based and resold
non-sw t ched dedi cated | ocal exchange, exchange access, and intrastate
private line, high
capacity fiber optic communications al ong



with plans to | ease private line fibers and capacity to corporate

and governnment custoners. Metronmedi a has negotiated an interconnection
agreement with US

West (Qmnest) and intends to negotiate

ot her interconnection agreenments as required.

Initially, the applicant will provide only non-sw tched service and wil |l
not provide
directory assistance, operator services,
t el ephone relay service or E-911 service.

M. Behni ng described the business experience of the directors
and key personnel of the conpany. He further testified that the
directors and principal officers have the extensive technical and
manageri al experience to execute the conpany's proposed busi ness
pl an.

Met ronedi a supplied financial information in its application
whi ch describes the conpany's financial capability. This capability, which
i ncl udes a significant
cash inflow fromrecent stock
conversions, is sufficient to allow the applicant to provide the
proposed services described in its application.

M. Behning testified that the granting of a certificate would
benefit the public interest through increased conpetition and
greater consuner choice.

The applicant further testified that this application did not
represent a bona fide request for interconnection with a rural carrier
covered by the rural
exenption of the federal Tel ecomruni cati ons Act of 1996.

No appearance was nade on behal f of any of the intervenors.

OPI NI ON AND FI NDI NGS

The Conmi ssion considers this application for authority in
[ight of the following criteria and standards established in the
Conmmi ssion's tel econmuni cations rul es:

(a) Whether applicant has provided the information required
by the Comm ssi on;

(b) Whether applicant has provided a perfornmance bond, if required;

(c) \Wether applicant possesses adequate financial resources
to provide the proposed service;

(d) Whether applicant possesses adequate technical conpetence
and resources to provide the proposed servi ce;

(e) Whether applicant possesses adequate nmanagerial conpetence to
provi de the
proposed service; and



(f) Wiether granting applicant a certificate preserves and
advances uni versal service, protects the public safety
and wel fare, ensures the continued quality of telecomrunications services and
saf eguards the
rights of consuners, pursuant to Section 253(b) of the Tel ecomunications Act
of 1996 (Act).

Applicant has denobnstrated that it meets the standards of
financial, technical and nanagerial conpetence and all other criteria
necessary to provide the
services described in the application. The Conmission finds that no
per f or mance bond shoul d
be required at this tine.

Before the applicant is allowed to provide conpetitive |oca
exchange service and resold services to its end users:

(a) The applicant, either through negotiation or adoption,
must reach an interconnection agreenent with Qwmest, GTE,
ALLTEL or Sprint.

(b) The Conmi ssion nust approve the interconnection agreenent; and

(c) Applicant nust file, and the Conm ssion must approve, a
tariff in accordance with the provisions of Section
002.21 of Neb. Admin. R & Regs. Title 291, Chapter 5.

Further, prior to providing |ocal exchange service to any area
covered by the rural exenption, the applicant nust obtain additiona
authority fromthis
Conmi ssion to expand its service
territory.

As a provider of conpetitive |ocal exchange service in the
state of Nebraska, the applicant should be subject to the sane
l aws, rules and regul ations, both federal and state (including any
| aws, rules or regulations regardi ng universal service, restrictions on joint
mar keting and quality
of service), applicable to any
ot her | ocal exchange conpany except those obligations inposed on
i ncumbent | ocal exchange carriers pursuant to Section 251(c) of the
Act .

ORDER

I T 1S THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Public Service Comi ssion that
Application No. C 2343 be, and it is hereby, granted.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED t hat upon final approval of a interconnection
agr eenment
and tariff, applicant is granted authority to
provide conpetitive |ocal exchange services and intrastate interexchange
servi ces throughout the
state of Nebraska.



IT 1S FURTHER ORDERED t hat applicant shall abide by the sane
| aws, rules and regul ations, both federal and state (including any
| aws, rules or regulations regardi ng universal service, restrictions on joint
mar keting and quality
of service), applicable to
ot her |ocal exchange carriers except obligations inposed on incunbent |oca
exchange carriers
pursuant to Section 251(c) of the Act.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED t hat applicant shall file, in accordance
with the applicable statutes, on or before April 30 of each year
an annual report with this Comm ssion consisting of: (a) a copy of
any report filed with the Federal Conmunications Conmi ssion; (b) a
copy of any annual report to stockholders; and (c) a copy of the
latest Form 10-K filed with the Securities and Exchange Comm ssion
If such reports are unavail able, applicant shall file a bal ance
sheet and incone statenent for the previous year of operation, and
for the state of Nebraska on a combined interstate-intrastate basis, the
i nvestrment in tel ephone
pl ant and equi pnent | ocated wi thin
the state, accumnul ated depreci ation thereon, operating revenues,
operati ng expenses and taxes.

IT 1S FINALLY ORDERED that this order be, and hereby is nmade,
the Comm ssion's official Certificate of Public Conveni ence and

Necessity to applicant to provide conpetitive |ocal exchange and
intrastate interexchange services within the state of Nebraska.

MADE AND ENTERED at Lincoln, Nebraska, this 18th day of
Cct ober, 2000.
NEBRASKA PUBLI C SERVI CE COWM SSI ON
COW SSI ONERS CONCURRI NG
Chai r man
ATTEST:

Executive Director
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