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On May 26, 1999, this Comm ssion received information froma
representative of Lockheed Martin, which at that time was the North
Ameri can Nunber Pl an Adm ni strator (NANPA), reporting that the
nunber of assignable prefixes avail able for area code 402 was in
danger of being depleted in less than two years. On June 8, 1999,
this Conm ssion opened, on its own notion, a docket to investigate
this forecasted exhaust of assignable tel ephone nunbers within the
402 area code. As a result of that investigation, the Comm ssion
was nmade aware of severe problens regarding the utilization and
conservation of assignable tel ephone nunbers and the current nethod
for distribution of prefixes in the 402 area code.

Accordingly, on Septenber 14, 1999, this Commission filed a
petition with the Federal Conmunications Conmm ssion (FCC) requesting
authority to
i mpl enent
area code conservation net hods
wi thin Nebraska, with special attention on the 402 area code.
Specifically, this Conmm ssion requested authority to inplenment
nunmber pooling in thousand-block intervals, to reclai munused
exchange codes that have been distributed, and to audit nunber
assignment and distribution activities of service providers. The
petition was filed pursuant to FCC CC Docket No. 96-98, NSD File
No. L-99-90 (hereinafter "the Nebraska petition to the FCC'). In
addition, on February 29, 2000, the Conmi ssion opened this docket
to explore all possible nethods for inplenentation of nunber conservation and
find
t he met hod
or methods that optinize(s) the use
of assignabl e tel ephone nunbers in Nebraska.

On July 20, 2000, the FCC rel eased an order granting to this
Commi ssion the requested del egati on of authority, but did so on an
interimbasis. FCC Order DA 00-1616, released July 20, 2000
(hereinafter, FCC Order). In the FCC order, the FCC granted conditiona
aut hority
to the state



for thousands-bl ock nunber pooling

and the authority to conduct audits of carriers' use of nunbering
resources. (X |In addition, the FCC

addressed the request of the

states, including Nebraska, seeking del egated authority to reclaim
i nactivated or unused thousands-bl ocks of NXX codes. Authority for
recl anati on, the FCC stated, had al ready been granted to state
conmi ssions. (2 The authority granted to

this Comm ssion exists only

on an interimbasis and extends until such time as a nationa

t housands- bl ock pooling framework is devel oped and inpl enent ed. ®

FI NDI NGS AND OPI NI ONS

In inplenenting the nunber conservation neasures under this
interimgrant of authority, this Comm ssion nust nake the follow ng
findings consistent with the FCC order.

First, thousands-bl ock nunber pooling nust be inplenented on
a Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) by MSA basis.® Pursuant to
the FCC order, the state may expand pooling to another MSA only
after having inplenmented t housands-bl ock nunber pooling in the
initial MSA. For this Comm ssion, the initial MSA is the Omaha MSA
as defined by the Bureau of the Census. Initially, we order these
conservation measures to extend only to the Omaha MSA.

Further, we recognize that only those carriers that have
i mpl enent ed pernmanent | ocal number portability (LNP) are subject to
st at e- mandat ed t housands- bl ock number pooling. (5

In accordance with these conditions, the Conmi ssion finds and
orders that any affected carrier within the Oraha MSA shall only
request nunbers in thousands-block |ots effective upon the entering
of this order. Upon good show ng, the Conmi ssion will entertain
wai ver requests fromthis requirement on a case-by-case basis.

W recogni ze that the FCC has required this state, as a
condition of the grant of interimauthority, to select a pooling
adm ni strator to adm ni ster such pooling. In its order, the FCC
States, "state conm ssions with thousands-bl ock nunber pooling
authority are responsible for thousands-bl ock nunber pooling adm nistration
Thi s
responsibility
i ncl udes the selection of a
t housands- bl ock nunmber pooling adm nistrator to all ocate thousands-bl ocks to
carriers within the
area in the state where pooling is
i npl enent ed pursuant to this order." (&

This adm nistrator will inplenment this state's thousands-bl ock
nunber pooling, and conduct other nunber conservation neasures as
directed by the state in accordance with its granted authority,
until such tinme as a national pooling admnistrator is selected by
the FCC. |In accordance with this requirenent, the Conm ssion finds



that a state pooling admnistrator nust be i mediately sel ected.
Time is of the essence in order to effectuate the goals of the
authority delegated to this Conmm ssion by the FCC. Based on their
experience, availability and proven expertise, the Commi ssion is of
the opinion and finds that NeuStar, Inc. should be designated as
the state's interimpooling adninistrator and that thousands-bl ock
nunber pooling should be inplemented in Nebraska on or before
December 1, 2000. NeuStar should enter into contracts with
affected carriers to recover their costs for this interimpooling
adm ni stration.

In accordance with this selection, the Conmission finds that
an inplenmentation nmeeting should be set for August 31, at 1:30 p.m
CDT in the Comm ssion Hearing Room The inplenentation neeting
will include the interimpooling adnministrator and its purpose wl|
be to discuss the issues related to inplenentation of this order

Addi tionally, the Conm ssion recogni zes that a cost recovery
nechani sm nust be addressed. As the FCC order notes, "states conducting
their own
pool i ng
trials nust devel op their own cost
recovery mechanisnms for the joint and carrier-specific costs of
i mpl enenting and administering pooling within their states. The
i ndi vi dual state cost recovery schenmes; however, nust transition to
the national cost recovery plan when the latter becomes effective."(”. The
Conmi ssion further recognizes that
t hese costs nust
be recovered on a conpetitively neutral basis. &

In order to develop a conpetitively neutral cost recovery
pl an, the Comni ssion invites conments frominterested parties on
expected costs of conpliance including cost studies, if appropriate, as well
as
potential cost
recovery solutions. Parties
wishing to file coments nust do so no later than 5:00 p.m CDT,
Friday, August 25, 2000. Parties filing comments shall provide
five hard copies, and one electronic copy on disk in WrdPerfect
5.0 or later format. Filings will not be accepted via facsimle
The Conmi ssion expects that it will work in conjunction with the
interimstate pooling adnministrator to devel op an appropriate cost
recovery system

ORDER

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Public Service Conmi ssion that
any
carrier requesting nunbers for the Omha MSA do so
only in thousands-block |lots effective on the date of the entering
of this order. Requests for waiver of this requirenent will be
addressed on a case-by case basis.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED t hat NeuStar, Inc. be selected as the



interimstate pooling adnministrator and that such designation
continue until the selection of a national pooling adm nistrator by
t he FCC.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED t hat NeuStar should enter into contracts
with affected carriers to recover their costs for this interim
pool i ng admi nistration

I T 1S FURTHER ORDERED t hat thousands-bl ock nunber pooling be
i mpl erent ed before Decenber 1, 2000

IT 1S FURTHER ORDERED that an inplenentati on neeting including
the interimstate pooling adm nistrator, affected carriers, representatives
from
t he Conmi ssi on,
and other interested parties be set
for August 31, 2000, at 1:30 p.m CDT in the Commi ssion Hearing
Room

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that interested parties file conments
related to the aforenentioned cost recovery issues by 5:00 p.m CDT
on Friday, August 25, 2000. The coments filed shall include an
original and five copies, along with an electronic copy (in
WordPerfect 5.0 format).

MADE AND ENTERED at Lincoln, Nebraska, on this 8th day of
August, 2000.

NEBRASKA PUBLI C SERVI CE COW SSI ON
COMM SSI ONERS CONCURRI NG

Chai r nan

ATTEST:

Deputy Director
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