BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBLI C SERVI CE COW SSI ON

In the Matter of the Application
of the Public Service Comn ssion
on its own notion, to seek

conment on the establishment and

) Application No. C2172/PI-34
)
)
)
i mpl enent ati on of de-averaged rates)
)
)
)
)

ORDER OPENI NG DOCKET
AND SEEKI NG COMVENT

for unbundl ed network el enents
(UNEs) pursuant to the Rules of the
Federal Conmuni cati ons Conm ssi on
section 51.507(f). Ent ered: Decenber 7, 1999
BY THE COWM SSI ON:

On May 7, 1999, the Federal Conmmuni cations Comi ssion (FCC)
stayed the effectiveness of section 51.507(f) of its rules which
woul d have enacted a deaveraging rule in the pricing of unbundl ed
network el enments (UNEs). At that tine, the FCC stated that the
stay would remain in effect until six nonths after the FCC rel eased
its order in CC Docket No. 96-45 finalizing and ordering inplenentation of
hi gh- cost uni versa
service support for non-rura
| ocal exchange carriers.

On Novenber 2, 1999, the FCC rel eased its order in CC Docket
No. 96-45. In that order, the FCC indicated that it would be lifting the
stay of the effectiveness
of section 51.507(f) of its rules
on May 1, 2000. Before or at that time states will be required to
establish different rates for interconnection and UNEs in no fewer
t han t hree geographic areas.

This docket is therefore opened to open an investigation into,
and to seek coment concerning the issues and decisions the Conm ssion faces
in conmplying
with the rule once the stay is lifted
The Conmi ssion seeks comments frominterested parties in all areas
relating to such deaveraged rate zones including, but not limted
to: the appropriate nunber of rate zones, definition of rate zones,
price structuring within each proposed rate zone, and other issues
consequential to conpliance with the FCC rule.

The Conmission is aware that comments received will directly
effect its decisions in Docket No. C 1415 and Docket No. C- 1416,
commonly referred to as the cost study dockets. The Conmi ssion is
al so concerned about the limted tine between now and the required
i mpl enentati on of the deaveraging rule on May 1, 2000. Consequently, the
Conmmi ssi on i ntends
to seek a short period of time for
the acceptance of initial coments while giving interested parties
a chance to respond via reply coments.

The Conmi ssion finds that initial comrents shall be filed no
|ater than the end of the business day on Wdnesday, Decenber 29,
1999. The Conmission will then accept reply comrents from
interested parties after the Decenmber 29 deadline and on or before



January 14, 2000, at 5:00 p.m

ORDER

I T IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Public Service Conmi ssion that
an
i nvestigation be commenced on the issues and
deci si ons necessary for the inplenentati on of geographic deaveragi ng pursuant
to FCC rul e
51.507(f).

IT 1S FURTHER ORDERED that all interested parties are invited
to comment on issues, concerns and recomendations in the inplenentation of
geogr aphi c
de-averaging. Initial conments are due no
| ater than Wednesday, Decenber 29, 1999, at 5:00 p.m Parties filing
comments shall do so by
filing five hard copies and one
el ectroni c copy on diskette in WirdPerfect 5.0 or later fornat.
Filings will not be accepted via facsinile

IT 1S FURTHER ORDERED that reply comments nmay be filed after
Decenmber 29, 1999, and on or before January 14, 2000, at 5:00 p.m
Parties conmenting shall file five hard copies and one el ectronic
copy on diskette in WrdPerfect 5.0 or later format. Filings wll
not be accepted via facsimle

MADE AND ENTERED i n Lincoln, Nebraska, on this 7th day of
December, 1999.

NEBRASKA PUBLI C SERVI CE COVM SSI ON

COVWM SSI ONERS CONCURRI NG

Chai r man
ATTEST:

Executive Director
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