BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBLI C SERVI CE COW SSI ON

In the Matter of the joint ) Application No. C 2148
application seeking authority )
for approval of acquisition )
from GTE M dwest | ncorporated, )
Kearney, of its Nebraska ) PREHEARI NG CONFERENCE ORDER
t el ephone exchanges and assets )
by Citizens Tel econmunications )
Conmpany of Nebraska, Stanford, )

)

Connecti cut. Entered: February 15, 2000

APPEARANCES:
Citizens Tel ecomruni cati ons AT&T Comruni cati ons of
Conmpany of Nebraska: the M dwest:
Paul M Schudel Rebecca B. DeCook
Wods & Aitken AT&T Law Depart nment
206 South 13th St. 1875 Law ence St.
Suite 1500 Suite 1575
Li ncol n, NE 68508 Denver, CO. 80202
and
Susan M M kes Commi ssion Staff:
Citizens Uilities Chris Post
Three H gh Ridge Park 300 The Atrium
St anford, CT 06905 P. 0. Box 94927

1200 N St.
GTE M dwest | ncor por at ed: Li ncol n, NE 68509-4927

Paul M Schudel

Whods & Aitken

206 South 13th St., Suite 1500
Li ncol n, NE 68508

A Prehearing Conference was held on February 1, 2000, in
response to the Joint Mdtion of Citizens Tel ecommuni cati ons Conpany
of Nebraska (Citizens) and GTE M dwest |ncorporated (GIE). The
followi ng order records the actions taken at the Conference.

FI NDI NGS

The schedul e for processing the above-captioned application is
as follows:

I nf ormati on Request s:

The Conmuni cations Departnent served the joint applicants
with information requests on February 14, 2000. Joint
applicants shall answer or object to such requests on or
bef ore February 24, 2000. Al information provided by
the joint applicants in response to information requests
shal | be subject to confidential and proprietary treatnent in accordance wth
an agreenent to be
negot i at ed
between the joint applicants and the Conmuni cati ons
Departnment. 1In the event that the Conmission is required



to assist with such an agreenent, either party may
request such assi stance.

Exchange of Direct Testinmony and Exhibits:

The joint applicants, together with any other parties to
this matter, shall exchange copies of direct testinony
and exhibits on or before February 22, 2000. The
Conmmi ssion staff shall provide copies of its testinony
and any exhibits to all parties on or before February 28,
2000.

Heari ng Schedul e:

The evidentiary hearing on this matter is set for March
2, 2000, conmencing at 1:30 p.m at the Nebraska Student
Uni on, Cottonwood Room University of Nebraska at
Kearney, 1013 West 27th Street in Kearney, Nebraska. A
second public hearing is set for March 3, 2000,
commencing at 9:00 a.m at the City Council Chanber, City
Hal |, 1369 25th Avenue, in Col unbus, Nebraska.

Wt nesses:

GIE's witness is intended to be M. Brian MCorm ck,
Director-Special Projects Property Repositioning. Citizens' w tnesses are
intended to be M. F.
Wayne Lafferty,
Vice President Governnent Affairs-Comunications and, if
necessary, M. C. Dale Register, Vice President Qperations &
Engi neeri ng- Communi cati ons. The Conmi ssion staff
has not designated its witness or witnesses at this tine.

Wt hdrawal of AT&T Intervention

In light of the stipulation attached hereto as Exhibit A,
agreed to between the Commi ssion, Citizens and AT&T Communi cations of the
M dwest ,
Inc. (AT&T), AT&T will
withdraw its petition for intervention filed herein based
upon t he understanding that AT&T may assert that Citizens
shoul d be subject to the rate transition nmechani sns ordered for GIE in the
future proceeding
contenplated in
t he af orenentioned stipul ation.

Conduct of Heari ngs:

The order of the presentations at the hearings shall be
as follows: First, the prepared testinony filed on
behal f of GIE shall be offered into the record, GIE s
Wi tness or witnesses shall offer a sunmary thereof, and
shal | be avail able for cross-exam nation by the staff and
t he Conm ssioners; second, the prepared testinony filed
on behalf of Citizens shall be offered into the record,
Citizens' witness or witnesses shall offer a sumary
t hereof, and shall be available for cross-exan nation by



t he Conmi ssion staff and the Commi ssioners; third, any

prepared testinony filed on behalf of the Conm ssion

staff shall be offered into the record, the staff witness

shall offer a summary thereof, and shall be available for

cross-exam nation by GIE, G tizens and the Commi ssioners;

and finally, nmenbers of the public may of fer statenents.

In the event that nenbers of the public who offer

statenments ask one or nore questions to which the Conmm ssion desires a
response to be provided

by representatives of GIE or Citizens, such response may be requested
after the close of public conments or by late-filed

exhibit. No questions fromany nmenber of the audience at

the hearing will be accepted.

| ssues to be Addressed:

The joint applicants shall present evidence to allowthe
Conmi ssion to determ ne whet her the proposed transfer of
GIE's properties in Nebraska will be of advantage to
persons to whom service is to be rendered and is in the
public interest in accordance with Rul e 002.26 of the
Commi ssion's Tel econmuni cations Rules. Further, Ctizens
shal | present evidence to establish its technol ogical
manageri al and financial capabilities of providing tel econmunications
services in Nebraska, and
isafit and
proper entity to be issued a Certificate of Public Conveni ence and Necessity
in accordance with
Neb. Rev. St at .
§ 75-604 (Reissue 1998) and applicable rules of this Conm ssion

ORDER
I T 1S THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Public Service Comn ssion that
this
docket shall be conducted in confornmity with the

foregoi ng paragraphs of this prehearing order

IT 1S FURTHER ORDERED that the stipulation, attached to this
order as Exhibit A is hereby approved by this Commi ssion

MADE AND ENTERED at Lincoln, Nebraska this 15th day of
February, 2000

NEBRASKA PUBLI C SERVI CE COWM SSI ON
COVM SSI ONERS CONCURRI NG

Chai r man

ATTEST:

Executive Director
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