BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBLI C SERVI CE COW SSI ON

In the Matter of the acquisition
fromUS West Conmmuni cations, Inc.
of certain tel ephone exchanges
by Ctizens Tel econmuni cati ons
Company of Nebraska.

Application No. C 2124

PREHEARI NG CONFERENCE
ORDER
Ent ered: March 28, 2000
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APPEARANCES:
Citizens Tel ecomruni cati ons AT&T Commruni cati ons of
Conmpany of Nebraska: the M dwest:
Paul M Schudel Rebecca B. DeCook
Wods & Aitken AT&T Law Depart nment
206 South 13th Street 1875 Lawrence Street
Suite 1500 Suite 1575
Li ncol n, NE 68508 Denver, CO 80202
and
Susan M M kes Commi ssion Staff:
Citizens Uilities Chris A Post
Three H gh Ri dge Park 300 The Atrium
St anford, CT 06905 P. 0. Box 94927

1200 N St.
US West Communi cations, Inc.: Li ncol n, NE 68509-4927
Todd Lundy

US West Law Depart nent

1801 California St., Suite 5100
Denver, CO 80202

and

Paul Hybel

Freeborn & Peters

311 S. Wacker Drive, Suite 300
Chi cago, IL 60606-6677

BY THE COWM SSI ON:

A prehearing conference was held on February 1, 2000, in response to the
Joint Motion of
Citizens Tel econmuni cati ons Conpany
of Nebraska (Citizens) and US West Conmuni cations, Inc. (US West).
The followi ng order records the actions taken at the conference.

FI NDI NGS
The schedul e for processing the above-captioned joint

application is as foll ows:

I nformati on Requests:

The Conmuni cations Departnment nmay serve the joint
applicants with information requests on or before March
31, 2000. Joint applicants shall answer or object to
such requests on or before April 7, 2000. Al information provided by the
joint applicants in
response to



i nfornmati on requests shall be subject to confidential and

proprietary treatment in accordance with an agreenent to

be negoti ated between the joint applicants and the

Conmmuni cati ons Departnment. 1In the event that the Commission is required to
assist with such

an agreenent,

either party may request such assistance.

Exchange of Direct Testinmony and Exhibits:

The joint applicants, together with any other parties to
this matter, shall exchange copies of direct testinony
and exhibits on or before April 7, 2000. The Commi ssion
staff shall provide copies of its testinmony and any
exhibits to all parties on or before April 14, 2000.

Heari ng Schedul e:

The evidentiary hearing on this matter is set for Apri
18, 2000, at 1:00 p.m at the Conm ssion Hearing Roomin
Li ncol n, Nebraska

Wt nesses:

US West's witnesses are intended to be Robert G
Lanphier, Director-State Market Strategies; and Wayne G
Culp, Director-State Finance. Citizens' wtnesses are
intended to be M. F. Wayne Lafferty, Vice President
Regul atory; and M. John J. Lass, Vice President. The
Conmmi ssion staff has not designhated a w tness or
Wi tnesses at this tine.

Wt hdrawal of AT&T Intervention

In Iight of the stipulation attached hereto as Exhibit A,
agreed to between the Commission, Citizens and AT&T
Communi cations of the Mdwest, Inc. (AT&T), AT&T will
withdraw its petition for intervention filed herein based
upon t he understandi ng that AT&T may assert that Citizens
shoul d be subject to the rate transition mechani sns ordered for US West in
the future proceeding
cont enpl at ed
in the aforenentioned stipulation

Conduct of Heari ngs:

The order of the presentations at the hearings shall be
as follows: First, the prepared testinony filed on behal f of US West shal
be offered into the
record. US
West's witness or witnesses shall offer a sumary
t hereof, and shall be available for cross-exam nation by
t he Conmi ssion staff and the Commi ssioners. Second, the
prepared testinmony filed on behalf of Ctizens shall be
offered into the record. Citizens' w tness or wtnesses
shall offer a summary thereof, and shall be available for



cross-exam nation by the Commission staff and the Comm ssioners. Third, any
pr epar ed

testinmony filed on

behal f of the Comm ssion staff shall be received into the

record. The staff witness or witnesses shall offer a

summary thereof, and shall be available for cross-exam nation by US West,
Ctizens and the

Conmmi ssi oners.

Finally, menbers of the public nmay offer statements. In

the event that menbers of the public who offer statements

ask one or nore questions to which the Commi ssion desires

a response to be provided by representatives of US West

or Citizens, such response may be requested after the

cl ose of public comments or by late-filed exhibit. No

guestions fromany nmenber of the audience at the hearing

wi |l be accepted.

| ssues to be Addressed:

The joint applicants shall present evidence to allow the
Conmi ssion to determ ne whet her the proposed transfer of
US West's properties in Nebraska as identified in the
Anmended Joint Application will be of advantage to persons
to whomservice is to be rendered and is in the public
interest in accordance with Rule 002.26 of the Conm ssion's
Tel econmuni cati ons Rul es.
Further, Ctizens
shal | present evidence to establish its technol ogical
manageri al and financial capabilities of providing teleconmunications
services in Nebraska, and
that it is a fit
and proper entity to be issued a certificate of public
conveni ence and necessity in accordance with Neb. Rev.
Stat. 8 75-604 (Reissue 1998) and applicable rul es of
this Comm ssi on.

ORDER

I T 1S THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Public Service Comni ssion that
this
docket shall be conducted in confornmity with the
foregoi ng paragraphs of this prehearing order

IT 1S FURTHER ORDERED that the stipulation, attached to this
order as Exhibit A is hereby approved by this Commi ssion

MADE AND ENTERED at Lincoln, Nebraska this 28th day of March
2000.

NEBRASKA PUBLI C SERVI CE COW SSI ON
COVWM SSI ONERS CONCURRI NG
Chai r man

ATTEST:



Executive Director
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