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BY THE COwW SSI ON:

By its application filed August 24, 1999, Nebraska Supercomm
LLC (Applicant) seeks authority to operate as a conpetitive |loca
exchange carrier of teleconmunications services within the state
of Nebraska. Notice of the application appeared in The Daily
Record on August 26, 1999. The following parties filed Petitions
of Formal Intervention: Arapahoe Tel ephone Conpany; Benkel man
Tel ephone Conpany, Inc.; Cozad Tel ephone Conpany; Diller Tel ephone
Conpany; Hem ngford Cooperative Tel ephone Conpany; Henderson
Cooperative Tel ephone Conpany; and Wauneta Tel ephone Conpany (coll ectively
referred to
hereafter as the Intervenors). A hearing on
the application was held Septenber 29, 1999, in the Conm ssion
Hearing Room Lincoln, Nebraska, with appearances as shown above.

In support of its application, the applicant produced one
Wi t ness, Troy Sandelin, president of the applicant, who testified
as follows:

M. Sandelin testified that the applicant was organi zed as a
Nebraska limted liability conmpany in August 1999. It is a
whol | y- owned subsidiary of Pierce Tel ecommuni cati ons Conpany.

Pi erce Tel econmuni cations is the parent conpany of Pierce

Tel ephone, Nebraska Long Distance, and a couple of other entities.
The hol di ng conpany, Pierce Tel econmuni cations, is privately-owned
by M. Sandelin and related fanly nmenbers.

The ownershi p and nmanagenent of Nebraska Superconm have
extensi ve experience in the tel ecomunications industry in
Nort heast and North-Central Nebraska through the operations of
Pi erce Tel econmuni cations and its wholly-owned subsidiaries. The
appl i cant has devel oped significant technical expertise as



denonstrated by Pierce Tel ecommunications' successful business
operations serving broad geographical areas on a reasonabl e and
conpetitive rate basis.

The applicant has never been denied a certificate for |oca
authority in any other state. Furthernore, it has never been the
subject of a formal conplaint in any other state.

Nebr aska Supercommintends to provide | ocal exchange service
and private line services. The specific types of services Nebraska Superconmm
plans to offer
include, but are not limted to:
two-way |ines/trunks, direct inward/outward dialing options, |oca
calling, operator-assisted services, directory assistance, dua
party relay, other special needs service and 911 energency services.

M. Sandelin also presented testinony showi ng that the
applicant has sufficient financial resources to inplenent and
provision its | ocal exchange tel ecomunications services.

Fi nanci al docunentation provided by the applicant denobnstrates
that applicant is financially qualified to provide the proposed
t el econmuni cati ons servi ces.

M. Sandelin further testified that granting of the application wll
promote the public
i nterest by expanding the availability and variety of high quality
t el econmuni cations services in
Nebraska. |ncreased conpetition has proven to benefit consuners
by providing a wide variety of services and prices from which
consumers can choose

Upon questioning by the intervenors and staff, the applicant
acknow edged that it was affiliated with a Nebraska i ncunbent
| ocal exchange carrier (ILEC). As such, the applicant woul d
potentially fall under the limtations set forth in the Commission's "in-
regi on" conpetitive |oca
exchange orders.

OPI NI ON AND FI NDI NGS

The Conmi ssion considers this application for authority in
light of the following criteria and standards established in the
Commi ssion's tel econmuni cations rul es:

(a) Whether the applicant has provided the informtion
requi red by the Conmi ssion;

(b) Wether the applicant has provided a performance bond, if
required;

(c) Wether the applicant possesses adequate financia
resources to provide the proposed service;

(d) Whether the applicant possesses adequate technical conpetence and
resources to provide
t he proposed service;



(e) Whether the applicant possesses adequate manageri al competence to
provi de the
proposed service; and

(f) Wether granting the applicant a certificate preserves

and advances universal service, protects the public safety and welfare,
ensures the continued

quality of teleconmunications services and safeguards the rights of
consuners, pursuant to

Section 253(b) of the Act.

Applicant has denobnstrated that it meets the standards of
financial, technical and managerial conpetence and all other criteria
necessary to provide |oca
exchange service throughout the
state of Nebraska. No evidence was subnmitted or testinony elicited
to suggest that the applicant is not qualified to provide its proposed
services in light of the
criteria this Conmm ssion nust
consi der.

However, in light of Conm ssion findings in Docket No. C-1839/
Pl -22, the Conmission is of the opinion and finds that the certification of
t he applicant should be
limted within the service
territory served by its affiliated ILEC, to provision of basic
| ocal exchange service only to nulti-location custonmers with
| ocations inside and outside of the affiliated ILEC s service
territory. In providing such service, the applicant nust adhere to
the conditions and limtations set forth in Docket C-1839/PI-22.
Shoul d the applicant desire to provide service in an unlinited
fashion inits affiliated ILEC s territory, it nust reapply for
such authority at a later date

For the above reasons, the Commission is of the opinion and
finds that Application No. C 2110 should be granted with the above
restriction.

ORDER

| T 1S THEREFORE ORDERED by t he Conmi ssion that Application No.
C- 2110 be and is hereby granted, and Nebraska Supercommis authorized to
provi de | ocal
exchange tel econmuni cati ons services throughout the state of Nebraska subject
to the restriction
set forth
above.

IT 1S FURTHER ORDERED that the applicant conply with Section
251(f)(1)(B) of the Tel ecommunications Act of 1996 and that the
Applicant submit any bona fide request(s) for interconnection
services, or network elements froma rural tel ephone conpany to the
Conmi ssion for its approval.

I T 1S FURTHER ORDERED t hat applicant is obligated to abide by



the sane | aws, rules and regul ations, both federal and state (including any
| aws, rules or

regul ati ons regardi ng uni versal service,

restrictions on joint marketing and quality of service), applicable

to other |ocal exchange carriers, except obligations inposed on

i ncumbent | ocal exchange carriers pursuant to Section 251(c) of the

Act .

IT 1S FURTHER ORDERED that, to the extent the applicant provides access
line service
as referenced in the Tel econmuni cations
Rel ay System Act, Neb. Rev. Stat. 88 86-1302 - 86-1306 (Relay Act)
and defined in Neb. Admin. R & Reg. tit. 291, ch. 5, § 001.01B
the applicant shall collect fromits subscribers a surcharge (Rel ay
Surcharge) pursuant to the Relay Act and the Comm ssion's annua
orders establishing the amount of the Relay Surcharge, and shal
remt to the Conmi ssion the proceeds fromthe Relay Surcharge, as
provi ded by the Relay Act.

IT 1S FURTHER ORDERED t hat the applicant conply with al
necessary statutes and Commission rules and regul ations as they
pertain to the Nebraska Universal Service Fund

IT 1S FINALLY ORDERED that this order be and hereby is nade
the Conmission's official certificate of Public Conveni ence and
Necessity to the applicant to provide |ocal exchange service wthin
Nebr aska.

MADE AND ENTERED at Lincoln, Nebraska, this 26th day of
Oct ober, 1999.

NEBRASKA PUBLI C SERVI CE COWM SSI ON
COWM SSI ONERS CONCURRI NG

Chai r man

ATTEST:

Executive Director
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