BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBLI C SERVI CE COWM SSI ON

In the Matter of the Application
of Aliant Mdwest, Inc., Lincoln,
seeking authority to invoke
Section 252(i) of the Tel ecom
muni cati ons Act of 1996 for inter-
connection with GTE M dwest of
Ginnell, lowa, and to adopt the
arbitrated interconnection agree-
ment between GIE M dwest, Inc. and
AT&T; of the M dwest, Inc.

Application No. C- 2099

| NTERCONNECTI ON  AGREENMENT
APPROVED
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Ent ered: August 24, 1999
BY THE COWM SSI ON:
OPI NI ON A N D FI NDI NGS

On August 11, 1999, an application was filed by Aliant M dwest
Inc. (Aliant Mdwest) of Lincoln, seeking authority to invoke Section
252(i) of the Tel econmuni cations Act of 1996 for interconnection wth
GIE M dwest (GTE) of Grinnell, lowa, and to adopt the arbitrated
i nterconnecti on agreenent between GTE and AT&T; of the M dwest, Inc.
(AT&T;). Notice of the application was published in The Daily Record,
Omaha, Nebraska, on August 13, 1999. No protests were fil ed;
therefore, this application is processed pursuant to the Comm ssion's
Rul e of Modified Procedure.

Aliant M dwest obtained a Certificate of Public Convenience
and Necessity to provide |ocal exchange tel econmunications services
fromthe Conm ssion pursuant to Application Nos. C 1440, C 1775 and
C-2012. Section 252(i) of the Tel ecomuni cations Act of 1996 allows a
certificated | ocal exchange carrier to adopt a Comm ssi on-approved
i nterconnection agreenment. Aliant Mdwest wi shes to establish an
i nterconnection agreenment with GIE and accordi ngly seeks to adopt
t he GIE/ AT&T; interconnection agreenent. The GIE AT&T; agreenent
was approved by the Comm ssion on April 14, 1997, pursuant to
Docket No. C-1400.

On May 28, 1997, the Commi ssion added | anguage to its
medi ation/arbitration policy (see Application No. C 1128, Progression
Order No. 3) which sets forth the procedures to be followed for a
Section 252(i) request. Aliant Mdwest has foll owed the procedures
requi red by the Conmi ssion's policy.

ORDER

I T 1S THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Public Service
Conmi ssion that Application No. C 2099 be, and it is hereby,
granted and Aliant Mdwest Inc. is authorized to adopt the
vol untarily-negotiated agreement between GIE M dwest, |Inc. and AT&T;
of the Mdwest, Inc.

IT 1S FURTHER ORDERED that Aliant Mdwest Inc.'s adoption of
the interconnection agreenment between GIE M dwest, Inc. and AT&T; of



the M dwest, Inc. becane effective August 11, 1999.

IT 1S FURTHER ORDERED t hat a signed agreenment of Aliant
M dwest Inc.'s adoption of the GTE M dwest, Inc./AT&T; of the
M dwest, Inc. interconnection agreenment reflecting Aliant M dwest Inc.
and GTE M dwest, Inc. as parties to the agreenent be filed with the
Conmi ssion in paper copy, as well as electronically, on or before
Sept enber 7, 1999.

MADE AND ENTERED at Lincoln, Nebraska, this 24th day of
August, 1999.

NEBRASKA PUBLI C SERVI CE COWM SSI ON
COVMM SSI ONERS CONCURRI NG

Chai r nan

ATTEST:

Executive Director
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