BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBLI C SERVI CE COW SSI ON

In the Matter of the Commi ssion, ) APPLI CATION NO. C-1415
on its own notion, to investigate )

US West Conmuni cations' cost to )

establish rates for interconnec- ) ORDER

tion, unbundl ed network el enents, )

transport and term nation and )

resal e services. ) ENTERED: April 7, 1998
BY THE COVWM SSI ON:

OPI NI ON AND FI NDI NGS

On Septenber 19, 1996, the Nebraska Public Service Comi ssion
(Commi ssi on),
on its own notion, opened this docket as a generic proceeding to investigate
US West
Conmuni cations, Inc.'s (US West) costs in order to establish rates for
i nt erconnecti on,
unbundl ed network el enents, transport and term nation and resal e services.
It has
cone to the Commission's attention that its initial order establishing this
docket
created confusion concerning which entities were either parties or eligible
to becone
parties and that such confusion m ght have the unintended effect of limting
or
foreclosing the right of certain tel ecomunications carriers whose interests
woul d
be directly effected by the outcone of these proceedings fromparticipating
in the
docket. Further, the Conmm ssion has been advised by its staff econom st and
its
consul tant on cost nodels that the Comm ssion's Procedural Schedul e adopted
on
Decenmber 2, 1997, nay not provide sufficient tinme for the Conmi ssion or the
ot her
parties in this docket to adequately review, evaluate and conment on the cost
infornation to be subnmtted by US West and other parties herein to the
Commi ssi on
her eunder .

It is in the public interest that entities whose interest will be
directly effected by
the actions of this docket not suffer an unintended penalty by being
precl uded from
participating in this docket. It is also in the public interest that as much
rel evant
i nfornmati on as possible concerning the inmportant matters which are the
subj ect of
this docket be presented to the Conm ssion in an orderly and efficient
manner,
wi th adequate tine for the Conmi ssion and other parties hereto to thoroughly
and thoughtfully review, evaluate and coment on such information.



Based on the foregoing, the Comm ssion hereby nodifies its previous
orders in
this docket as follows:

1. Pursuant to its authority under Rule 012 of the Rules of Comm ssion
Procedure, the Commi ssion hereby determnes that US West plus all entities
certificated by the Conm ssion as conpetitive |ocal exchange carriers, and
al |
entities whichhave an application pending before the Conmi ssion to becone
a conpetitive |local exchange carrier as of the date hereof, are hereby
parties
to this docket.

2. Any party who intends to file a cost nodel or cost study in this
proceedi ng
shal |l submt such information to the Comm ssion for review by all parties on
April 14, 1998. There shall be no discovery.

3. Al parties, including US Wst, are entitled to submt comrents
concer ni ng
any cost information and other relevant matters on June 9, 1998.

4. Al parties may then submt reply coments on July 7, 1998.

5. The Commission will then conduct a hearing on the basis of the
witten
comments of the parties with cross exam nation to be linmted to one hour in
total,
per witness.

6. Al filings shall be in witing as well as on disk in WrdPerfect
format.

ORDER

I T 1S THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Public Service Comi ssion
that US West and all certificated conpetitive |ocal exchange carriers, and
all carriers
who have an application pending before the Conmi ssion to becone a conpetitive
| ocal exchange carrier as of the date hereof, be, and they are hereby, naned
parties
to this docket.

IT 1S FURTHER ORDERED by the Conmi ssion that the procedural schedul e
and fornat set forth above be, and it is hereby, adopted and that al
previ ous orders
of the Conmi ssion inconsistent herewith are hereby repeal ed.
MADE AND ENTERED at Lincoln, Nebraska, this 7th day of April, 1998.
NEBRASKA PUBLI C SERVI CE COWM SSI ON
COWM SSI ONERS CONCURRI NG

Chai r man



ATTEST:

Executive Director
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