BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBLI C SERVI CE COW SSI ON

In the Matter of the Nebraska Public ) Application No. C 1128
Service Commission on its own notion ) Progression Order 4
to conduct an investigation into the )
effects of local conpetition on ) Dialing Parity Policy
the tel ecomunications industry in ) Established for US West
Nebr aska. )

) Entered: October 15, 1997

BY THE COWM SSI ON:

In 1995, the Conmm ssion opened C 1128 to investigate the effects of
| ocal
conpetition on the tel econmuni cations industry wthin Nebraska. Progression
Order Nunber Four in Docket C-1128 was opened to obtain coments from
i nterested persons concerning the inplenentation of intralLATA dialing parity
in
Nebraska. The docket, opened January 28, 1997, asked for initial conments
and reply comments. The Nebraska Tel ephone Association filed a notion
requesting the Comi ssion extend the deadline for the filing of comments for
a
period of thirty (30) days. The notion was granted and initial comrents were
due on or before March 31, 1997, and reply coments on or before April 18,
1997. An order was entered on Septenber 15, 1997, establishing a dialing
parity policy for all local exchange carriers in Nebraska, with the exception
of US West Communications (US West).

OPI NI ON AND FI NDI NGS

After reviewing the comments filed herein, we adopted a policy regarding
the inplenentation of intralLATA dialing parity for all |ocal exchange
carriers
operating in Nebraska, excluding US West. Today, we supplenent that policy
with the follow ng provisions to govern the establishnent of intralLATA
dialing parity for US West.

1. Inplenmentation Deadline. The Conmission finds that it is in the public's
interest to inplement intralLATA dialing parity as soon as possible across
Nebraska. The Tel ecommuni cati ons Act of 1996 (the Act) does not permt
state commissions to require any Bell Operating Conpany (BOC) to inplenent

i ntralLATA dialing parity. A Conmission may only so direct, if it did so
prior to Decenber 19, 1995, until the BOC has been approved to enter the

i nter LATA mar ket, pursuant to the provisions of Section 271 of the Act, or
until February 8, 1999, whichever is earlier. W order US Wst to inplenent
dialing parity no |later than February 8, 1999, or upon obtaining approval to
enter the interLATA market in accordance with Section 271 of the Act,

whi chever is earlier.

2. Waiver Process. US West nay petition for a waiver of the February 8,
1999,

deadline by proving to the Commi ssion that inplementing dialing parity by
t hat

date woul d be unduly economically burdensonme and not technically feasible.



The request for waiver shall be filed with the Conm ssion on or before Mrch
1|

1998. A request for waiver will not be permtted if US West obtains Section
271

i nterLATA relief.

3. Daling Parity Plans. Plans regarding the inplenentation of dialing
parity shal

be submitted no later than six nonths prior to inplenentation. At a mninum
the following information shall be included in the dialing parity plan: (a)

t he

i mpl enent ati on schedul e, including the actual date of inplenmentation; (b) the
customer notification process, including a copy of the letter that will be
used

for notification purposes; (c) the cost of inplenmentation and the cost
recovery

nmet hod to be used; (d) the carrier notification process; and (e) genera

busi ness practi ces.

4. Custoner Notification. Balloting customers is not required. Customers
shal |

be notified of intralLATA dialing parity via generic custoner |letters prepared
by US West Conmunications. Bill inserts and nessages are not considered

suf ficient notice.

5. Grace Period. Existing custoners shall have ninety (90) days to change
their intralLATA provider free of charge. After the expiration of ninety (90)
days, if no selection has been nmade, custoners shall be served by the

exi sting

provi der, unless the existing provider does not desire to be the service
provi der.

Anot her provider nust be willing and able to offer services in place of the
exi sting provider before the existing provider may abandon an area. New
custoners shall have ninety (90) days to select an intralLATA and interLATA
provi der free of charge. New custonmers shall use access codes until a

sel ection is nade.

6. Cost recovery. The increnental costs associated with intralLATA
presubscription shall be recovered over three years. Expenditures, such as
har dware and software upgrades to the switch and customer notification,

are consi dered appropriate for recovery. Costs will be recovered by
pl acing a surcharge on all intraLATA originating toll minutes subject to
presubscription over a three-year period. A true-up will be inposed to

correct any recovery errors after year two.

7. Directory assistance, directory listings and coin tel ephones. NPA 555-
1212

calls shall be subject to intralLATA presubscription. IntralLATA
presubscription

shall al so be nade available to all coin tel ephones.

ORDER

I T 1S THEREFORE ORDERED by t he Nebraska Public Service



Conmi ssion that the intralLATA dialing parity policy set forth herein for US
West
Conmuni cati ons, I nc. be adopted.

MADE AND ENTERED at Lincoln, Nebraska this 15th day of
Cct ober, 1997.

NEBRASKA PUBLI C SERVI CE COWM SSI ON
COWM SSI ONER CONCURRI NG

Chai r nan

ATTEST:

Executive Director
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