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In the Matter of the Nebraska
Public Service Commission, on
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administer funding for public
safety answering points for the
implementation and provision of
Enhanced Wireless 91,L service:
Saline County.
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paid solely- out
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Entered: February 20, 2OLg

I

BY THE COMMISSION

On or,jabout December 20, 20]-8, the Saline County Public
Safet.y Answdring Point ("PSAP") filed a request to use set aside
funds for t"he purchase of a Computer AssisLed Dispatch ("CAD")
system from Zuercher Technologies, LLC ("Zuercher") Although
Saline Count,y is purchasing an entire suit.e of 1aw enf orcemenL
equipment and software from Zuercher, only the CAD system is
eligible for fundíng from the Enhanced Wireless 911 Fund pursuant
to Lhe permanent funding mechanism.l According to the funding
request f iled with the Commission, t.he total amount of non-
recurring costs for Saline County's purchase of the CAD system was

$50,015.83. The funding request also included a request for
"Bj-enniaf " mainLenance cosLs in the amount of #14,338.00.

purchase of a CAD system is an eligible cost that
boLh wirel-ess and landline 911 service is subject to t.he

ratio.2 However, the Sal-ine County funding
that. 1OO percent of the cost of the CAD system be

of wirel-ess set - aside f unds as part of "an
int.egrated ,end regionalized ef fort with three other counties;
But.ler, York and Seward."3 This request means that the cost would
be paid enuirely out of enhanced wireless 91-1, surcharge funds,4
and none of the öost would be paid from local sources, such as
locaI government general funds or the $1.00 monthly service

1 See In the MatÈer of Lhe Nebraska Publíc Service Commission, on its own
moLion, to implement provisions of T'B L222 \2OO6J and to establísh a permanent
funding mechanism for wireless enhanced 911- service, Application No. 9LL'
oLg/pr-t1_8, FI]$AL oRDER ADopTrNc MoDEr, AND AppLrcATroN pRocEss (Febz.uary 23,
2010) ..
2rd. .

3 Let,Eer from c:ehn Bauman,. AssisÈant Head Communi-catíons, Office of Saline
County Sheriffr. \Tanuary 16, 20L9.
a See, In the l\Iatter of .the Nebraska Pubfic Service Commission, on its own
motion, to est;tbl-ish interin policies for the Administration of the Enhanced
WireJ-ess 911 FInd pending InpTenéntation of LB 1222 [2006], Application No.
gLL-0L7/Pr-1-l-6;. PROGRESSTON ORDER No. 1- (February 1,3, 2OO7).
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surcharge imposed on each landline telephone number in Saline
County. sl

The Enhanced Wireless
request at íts ,-Tanuary 16,
request be approved at Saline
the 20I8-20L9 funding year.

9L1- Advisory Board considered
20L9, meeting and recommended
County' s wirelesslwireline i:atio

the
the
for

OPINTON AND FTND]NGS

Pursuant, to the 911- Service system Act6 (tfre; ,,Act,,), the
Commission is responsible for allocating funding to PSAPs from the
911 Service Syst.em Fund (the "Fund" ¡ . z The Fund cons j_sts
primarily of surcharges collected by wireless carriers from
wireless service customers.s The Act provides that money in the
fund may be used to pay for costs that are determined by the
Public Service Commission ("Commission,') to be eligible for
funding, including costs incurred by PSAps for acquisit.ion,
installation, maintenance, and operation of telecommunications
equipment and services requíred for the provision of 911 service.e

PSAP expenses that support both wireless andllandline 9I1"
service are subject to the wireless/wireline ratio.: Under this
approach, the funding avail-able to. pay for handling i 911 calts is
categorized based on the type of servíce that the caller uses to
contact the PSAP. The funding standards typically,provide that.
enhanced wirel-ess 91-I surcharge f,unds may only be used to pay for
expenses that relate to the handling of wireless: 9l-l- cal1s.10
Conversely, expenses relating to wireline 9LI call-s must be paid
from the local1y-controlled service surcharge imposed on landl-ine
telephone numbers or local government general funds, The mechanism
that is used to aLlocate funding responsibility between wireless
and landline 91-L cal-l-s is called the wireless/wireline ratio.11

s See, Emergency Telephone Communicat,ions Systems'Ac!, Neb. Rev. iStat. SS 86-420
to 86-441-.01-. : r.

6 Neb. Rev. St,at. SS 86-L00l- to 86-1029.03.
7 Neb. Rev. Stat. SS 86-l-025 (5) .
8 See, e.9., Neb. Rev. Stat. SS 86-456, 86-456
86-904 and 86-1028.
e Neb. Rev. Stat. S 86-1025 (5) (c) .

01, 86-457 , , 86-466,

10 See, Tn the Matter of the Nebraska Publ-ic Service Commissiont on its own
motion, to implement provisions of LB 1-222 t20061 and to establ-ish a permanent
funding mechanism for wireLess enhanced 91J- service, ApplicaLion. No. 9LL-
ol-9/Pr-l"t-8, PRoGRESSTON ORDER NO. 1 (Apri1 6, 201-O)
11 See, In the Matter of the Nebraska Pubfic Service Commission, on its own
motion, seeking to administer funding for pubJic safety answering points for
the implementation and provision of Enhanced. t¡fireLess gJ.L service: Boane
County, Applícation No. 9LL-042.44, ORDER APPROVING FUNDING (Jan. 8, 201,9). -

I

L,

I

L
l

:

I



SECRETARY'S RECORD, NEBRASKA PUBL¡C SERVICE COMMISSION

Application No. 9LI-042 .1-9 Page 3

The Coinmission has provided a limited exception t.o these
general reqùiremenLs in the case of PSAP regionalizaLion costs.
On Oct.ober '.L6, 2Ol-8, the Commission issued an Order determining
that eligible costs incurred by PSAPs to join a region, including

i:r

equipment ci:sts and the first year of multi-year maintenance,
support, ser;wice ôr licensing agreements, may be fully paid from
monj-es in the 91-L Service System Fund, including set-aside funds,
without. appl:ying t.he wireless/wireline ratio. 12

A region is a multi-node 9lL system made up of separate
PSAPs, each of which benefits from cost savings and mutual
fail-over support. by sharing call-handling and other equipment
t.hrough an internet protocol network.13 However, Sal-ine County is
not incurring the requested costs in order to join a region. The
other counties participating in the purchase of t.he CAD system are
members of Ewo different PSAP regions. Butler County is part of

'the East. Ceritral Region. York and Seward Counties are part of the
. Southeast Rergion. Saline County has not yet decided t.o join any
.:' PSAP region.ì Therefore, the costs to be incurred by Saline County

for the CAtl system are not regionalization costs. As a resuft,
such costs e¡re not eligible for l-00 percent funding from set-asíde
funds underí.the October 1-6, 201-8 Order referenced above

',

: As stated above, the funding request originally submitted by
,'saline County requested $5O,Ol-5.83 in non-recurring costs. Sal-ine

County subsequently found additional eligible costs for the CAD

system and j-ncreased their request to $57,515.83 of non-recurring
cosLs. ,A furt.her review by Commission staf f identif ied even more
eligible costs, which raised the tot.al amounL of non-recurring
costs in Saline County's funding request to #64,865.24.

Saline i County also requested $14,338.00 of "biennial"
maintenance I costs. However, a review of vendor documentat.ion
prowided w-'lt.h the funding request. reveals that f irst year
maintenance'and support costs are already included in the purchase
price of th)à CAD system. The "biennial" maintenance and support
costs appl1{ to year two.' Only the first year of multi-year
maintenance,: support, service or licensing agreements, are payable
from monies,in the 91,L Service System Fund. Subsequent years of
mult.i-year rnaintenance and support arrangemenLs, must be paid from
a PSAP's annually al-l-ocated funds or other sources.la Therefore,

L2 In the Matter of the Nebraska PubJ-ic Service Commission, on its own motion,
seeking to adninister funding for public safety answering points for the
impJementation and provision of Enhanced V{irel-ess 977 service: Chase County,
ApplicaÈion No.. 9AL-042.50 ORDER APPROVING FIINDING (Oct. 16, 2018).
L3 Supra, note 19.

la See, ê.g., In the Matter of the Nebraska PubLic Service Commission, on its
own motioin, seeking to administer funding for pubTic safety answering points

t
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the requested
eligible to be

Based upon the above, the
aside funding by Saline County
to $54,486.80.

Page 4

"biennial" maintenance and support costs are not
paid from set.-aside funds.

'ì

' Based upon the request for funding, supporting documentatíon,
and in consideration of t.he recommendation of t.he Advisory Board,
the Commission is of the opinion and finds that non-recurri-ng costs
in the amount of ç64,865.24 are eligible for funding as costsj-ncurred for ihe purchase, installation, maintenance or operation
of telecommunications equipment and telecommunications services
required for the provision of 911- service. However, such costs are
shared costs which are subject to the wireless/wireline ratio and
are not eligible for 100 percent funding from set-aside f,unds. The
wireless ratio for Saline County for t.he 2O1B-20L9 funding year is
84 percent wireless.

Commission finds that
should be approved in

use of set-
an amount up

ORDER

IT TS THEREFORE ORDERED by
mission that funding for Saline
amount up to $54,486.80.

ENTERED AND MADE EFFECTTVE
of February, 20L9.

the Nebraska Public - Service
County is hereby approved.

Com-
in an

at I-,incoln, Nebraska'this 2Oth day

NEBRÄ,SKA PUBLTC SERVTCE COMM]SSION

COMMTSSTONERS CONCURRING : 2/v^1
chair /

ATTEST:

¡fr:*zS4w$

Executive Director

for the inplementation and provision of Enhanced lfireLess 911 service: Keith
County, Application No. 9LL-042.25 ORDER APPROVING FIINDING (Nov. 27, 20L8); In
the Matter of the Nebraska Publ-ic Service Commission, on its own motion,
seeking to adninister funding for public safety answering points for the
inplementation and provision of Enhanced Vfirefess 9l-7 service: EDS 91-1,
Application No. 91,1,-042.70 ORDER APPROVING FUNDING (nec. 18, 2OLe); În the
Matter of the Nebraska PubLic Service Commission, on its own motion, seeking to
administer funding for public safety answering points for the impTementation
and provision of Enhanced lilireLess 91-1- service: Washington County, Application
No. 9l-l--042.38, ORDER APPROVING FUNDING (Jan. 8, 20L9)
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