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BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVTCE COMMISSION

Tn the Matter of the Nebraska
Public Service Commission, on
its own motion, seeking t.o
develop policies and process
requests for access to GIS data
and the GIS Reposit.ory: Onvoy
Spectrum, LLC

BY THE COMMISSION:

On or about December !4,
submitted an application requesting
be used for 91,1 call- routing.

Application No. 911-024.54

ORDER DENYTNG ACCESS

Entered: December 20, 201-6

OPIN]ON AND FTNDTNGS

On or about August B, 2006, the Nebraska Public Service
Commission (Commission) opened the above-captionèd dockeL, oû
Íts own mot.ion, to develop policies and process requests for
access to GIS data and the GIS Repository

In an order entered on August. 30, 2005 in docket No. 9l-t-
}LL/Pl-g7, the Commission approved the development of proper GIS
data and map databases for public safety answering poÍnts
(pSaps) or supplementation of existing map databases necessary
for Phase II service. The Commission has since approved funding
for the development of GfS data for several PSAPs

On April 4, 2006, the Commission al-so approved. funding
a centralized data repository (Repository) for Lhe GIS daLa,
order Lo aIlow for mainLenance of the data and access to
data by individual PSAPs and t.he Commission.

On April 9, 2013, the Commission approved an amended
Dat.a Repository Access and Use Policy and a procedure
entities to request access to the Repository.
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PursuanL to the Po1icy adopted on April 9, 2013, "Access to
the Repository shall be limited to f ederal or st.at.e agencies,
counties, municipaliLies or other political- subdivisions or
entities or individuals acting on behalf of such agencies,
counties, municipalities or other political subdivisions
pursuant to a contracL. "
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Onvoy Spectrum, LLC is not making the request pureuant to a
contract with a state or federal agency, county, municipality or
other political subdivision. Therefore, the Commission finds
that the request is not consistent with the Commission approved
policy and should be denied

Onvoy Spectrum, LLC is entitled t,o a hearing 'on its
request. Should Onvoy Spectrum, LLC wish to be heard by t.he
Commj-ssion regarding its request denied herein ít shal1 notify
the Commission in writing within fifteen (15) days of this order
and the matter will be seL for hearing.

ORDER

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Public Service Com-
mission that Onvoy Spectrum, LLC's application for access to the
GIS Repository is denied.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that should Onvoy Spectrum wish to be
heard by the Commission regarding its denied request, herein it
shaii notify the Commíssion in writing wiùhin fit-i,een (i5) <iays
of this.order and the matter will be set for hearing.

ENïERED AND MADE EFFËCTIVE at l-.,incoln, Nebraska, this 20t}a
day of December , 20L6.

NEBRÄ.SKA PUBLTC SERVICE COMMÏSSÏON

COMMTSS]ONERS CONCURRING : tlq
s/ /F

/ / s/ /rin
. Landis
ram

Chairman

ATTEST

Deputy Director

COMMTSSTONERS DISSENTTNG :

Ø*á.
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Commissioner Crystal Rhoades Dissenting:

I respectfully d.issent. The Commission should grant this
applicanL access to t.he GIS Repository.

The current Commission Pol-icy limiting access to GIS

Repository Access provides: "Access t,o the Repository shaIl be
limited t.o federal or state agencies, counLies, municipalities
or other political subdivisions or entities or individuals
acting on behal-f of such agencies, counti-es, municipalities or
ot.her political subdivisions pursuant to a contract. " This is
the wrong polícy. There is no legitimate basis in logic or
public policy to restrict access to the Repository only to
governmental agencies and politj-cal subdivisions

The geospatial data in the GIS Repository is bought and
paid for with public dollars in the form of wireless surcharge
revenues. The contents of the Repository are of inLeresL and
va1ue to privaLe individuals and commercial- enterprises, not
just governmental agencj-es and political subdivisions.

fn the ten years since t,he Repository was established, it.
has become accepted practice for geospatial data compiled and
mainLained by governmenL agencies t.o be made available t.o the
general public. Moreover, thj-s particul-ar applicanL states that
it would use data in the Repository to facilitate g1L call
routing. This is the purpose for which t,he Repository was

creaLed in the first Place.

The Commission's policy resLrictíng public access to the
cIS Repository is simply \^/rong. It should be replaced in favor
of policy Lhat alfows appropriate public access to the dat.a that
Lhe public has paid for.

c tal- Rhoades
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