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In the Matt.er of the Nebraska
PubIic Service Commission, ofl
its own motion, Lo imPlement
provisions of LB L222 [2006] and
to est.ablish a Permanent funding
mechanism for wireless enhanced
911- service.

Applicat.ion No. 911 -0L9 /PI-118

Entered: .Tune 25 , 20]-3

BY THE COMMISSION

on February 23, 201-0, the Nebraska Public service commission
(Commission) entered an order pursuanL to Neb' Rev' Stat' S 86-

465 (1) (e) adopting a permanent funding mechanism (911--sAM) and

process to provide funding for the implementation and provision of
enhanced 911 service.l Since its original adoption, the 911-SAM

and process has been clarified and amended'2

on september 19, 20L2, the commission entered an order
adopting changes to Lhe 911-SAM which inctuded the el-imination
over a f ive-ylrr period of t.he wireless service provider grant'

frogru*.t nuring lrt. five-year Lransition period the cap on the
amounL of funds made available through t.he grant program will be

r In the Matter of the Nebraska Public Service Commission, on its own motion,
to inpJenent provisions of LB L222 t20061 and to estabfish a permanent funding
nechanism for wirel-ess enhanced 977 service,, Docket No' gll-019/PI-118' Final
order Adopting Modef and ApplicaLion Process (Feb. 23, 2010). (hereafter,
"Order AdopÈing Model" )
2 In the Uàtter of the Nebraska Public Service Conmission, on iLs own notion,
to inplenent provisions of LB 1222 t20061 and to estabfish a permanent funding
mechanism for wireLess enhanced 9l-7 service., Ðocket No' 91-I-01-9/PT-11-B'
progression order No. l- (Apr. 6, 201-0); In the Mattet of the Nebraska Public
Service Commission, on its own motion, to lnptenent provisions of LB l-222

t20061 and to estabJ-ish a permanent funding mechanism for wirefess enhanced 971

service,, Docket No. g:- :-' 01-g/PI-118, progression Order No. 2 (Sept' 21, 201-0);

In the Matter of the lVebraska publ-ic service commission, on its own motion, to
implement provisions of LB L222 t20061 and to estal¡fish a permanent funding
nechanism for wireLess enhanced 911 service., Docket No. 9ll-01-9/PI-118,
progression order No, 3 (May 24, 20L1,); In the Matter of the Nebraska Public
Service Comnission, on its own motion, to inplenent ptovisions of LB 7222

t20061 and to estabfish a permanent funding mechanism for wirefess enhanced 971

service,, Docket No. 911,-01,9/PI-118, Progression order No. 4 (Aug' 23, 20Ll-);

rn the Matter of the Nebraska pubfic service commission, on its own motion, to
implement provisions of LB 1222 t20061 and to estabfish a permanent funding
nechanism for wireless enhanced 977 service., Docket No. 911'-0]-9/PI-118,
Progression Order No. 5 (Aug. 23, 2012) '
t lÃ tnu Matter of the Nebraska Public Service Commission, on its own motiot't,

to imptement provisions of LB 7222 t20061 and to establ-ish a permanent funding
nechanism for wireJ-ess enhanced 971 service,, Docket No' 9ll-0L9/PI-118' Order

Adopting proposal and Releasing Adjusted Payments (sept. 18, 2012).

ORDER REI-,EASING PROPOSAL FOR

COMMENT AND SCHEDULTNG HEARING
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reduced and the "wsp support per Tower,, input the 91-1-SAM will bej-ncreased.a As a result, a relatively greater allocation of 911-
SAM "SupporL Avail-abl-e" wilt be made available to the wirelessservice provider category f or all-ocatíon to wireless servi-ceproviders.s Additionally, the Commission designated capital cosLsrelated to the provision of enhanced wirel-ess 911 service as aneligible expense f or the monthly payment.s rece j-ved by wirelessservice providers beginning with the 2or3-201,4 funding ye"r..

Prior to the september rB, 2or2 order, capitar expenses couldbe recovered so1ely t.hrough the wireless service provider grantprogram. With the change, wireless servj-ce providers may chooseto seek additional- grant f unding, subj ect t.o the applicable "wspGrant cap" , or to utilize their annual allocation paid to them ona monthly basis over an eleven-month period

when requesting funds pursuant to the grant program, wirelessservice providers identify expected capital "rp..r".* i¡ the grantapplication. However, reimbursemenL is not made until after thewireless service provider incurs the costs and submits to thecommission invoices or other documentat.ion supporting theexpenditure. with respect to expenses covered by the monthlypayment of the annual funding arlocation, an accounting of th¿funds is made with the filing of the audit and sùpporting
documentation in october fol]owing the close of the funding year.

A1t wireless service provider funding requests for fundingyear 201'3-2014 were due to the Commission on or before April 15,2013. Three providers included in t.heir requesLs capital relatedexpenses. Generally, the expenses requested are based uponplanned wireless tower implementation and are, by their natuie,l-ess certain than the operational expenses historically íncludedas eligible expenses.

The decision t,o el iminate the grant program \À/as made , inpart, to simplify wire]ess provider funding, increase efficienciesof the program and decrease cosLs by stream]ining the fundingprocess. However, due to the nature of the capital related costÀand the fact that they are a function of planned towerimplementatíon, a risk that funding will be providåd to carriersbut not expended during the funding year leading t.o the need Lorequire repayment or make adjustments in fut.ure funding years.
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OPIN]ON AND FIND]NGS

The Commission is concerned that, t.he capital expenses
recovered through the monthly payment of the annual al-location may

not be incurred as planned during a given funding year.
Commission staff has explored options to avoid potential
overpaymenLs to carriers while not creating unnecessary
administrative burdens on the carriers '

Therefore, staff ProPoses
of payment of wireless service
process as follows:

3. Expenses for
been incurred

5. Payment. would be made
following t.he request

6. Finally, because
the request,
documenLation be
funding year for
eliminated.

thaL a change be made
providers' a]location

in t.he met,hod
and the audit

1 The annual atlocation for wireless service providers
would no longer be paid in equal mont.hly paymenLs over
an eleven-month period. Rather funds would be paid no

more than quarterly in arrears based upon receipt of
documentation filed by providers for expenses incurred'

2. Wireless service providers could request funds for the
prior quarter by filing the documentat.ion and a requesL
tV Lhe 15th of the month f ollowing t.he close of the
quarter. wireless service providers could request all
or any portion of its annual allocation so long as

documentat.ion support.ing expendj-Lures could be provided.

4. Further, providers can choose to request funds l-ess
f requent.lY.

whích reimbursement is sought must have
during t.he current f undíng Year.

no later than t,he end of the month
for funds.

documenLation would be provided with
the requirement that suPPorting
filed by October 15 for the Prior
wireless service providers would be

The proposed change in the payment method would noL affect
the process by which wireless service provj-ders' annual
allocations are àetermined and would not allow a wíreless service
provider to receive an amount in excess of its annual allocation.
Furthermore, this change would not affect the changes previously
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made t,o the wireless service provider grant
affect the process in place for pSAps.
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program and would not

The Commission finds that. the proposal by staff set fort.hherein should be released for written comment. A1l int.erestedparties may file comments on the proposal with the Commission onor before 5:00 p.m. on .Tuly 31, 2otg. All parties f iling comments
should file one original and five (5) paper copies and email- oneel-ectronic copy to brandy. zierott@nebraska.gov and
angela . mel-ton@nebraska . gov.

Pending resolution of the proposal set forth herein, the
Commission finds that t.he monthly payments to wireless serviceproviders continue to be made for the 201,3-2014 funding year.

Furthermore, the Commission finds
matter shall be schedul_ed f or August !3,
the Commission Hearing Room,300 The
Lincoln.

that a
2013 at,
Atrium,

hearing on this
1 : 30 p.m. CDT in
1,200 N StreeL,

If auxiliary aids or reasonabl-e accommodations are needed forattendance at the meet.ing, pJ-ease cal-1 the commission at (402)
47L-310L. For people with hearing/speech impairment,s, please cal_lthe Commission at (402) 47I-02:-3 (TDD) . or t.he Nebraska Relay
System at (800) 833-j352 (TDD) or (8OO) 833-O92O (Voice). Advancãnotice of at least seven days is needed when requesting aninterpreter.

ORDER
IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska

mission that the staff proposal to modlfy the
audit procedures for wireless service provider
herein is rel-eased for comment.

Public Service Com-
payment methods and
costs as seL forth

rr rs FURTHER ORDERED that all interested parties may
comments on the proposal with the Commission on or before ,Jrrly20L3. All parties filing comments should file one originalfive (5) paper copies and email one electronic copy
brandy. zierott@nebraska . gov and angel_a . melton@nebraska . gov.

file
3t,
and
to

ÏT IS FURTHER ORDERED that pending resolution of the issueseL forth herein, the Commission finds that the monthly paymentsto wireless service providers continue to be made for t.he 2OT3-
201,4 funding year.
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IT IS FINAT-,LY ORDERED that a hearing on this matter shall be

scheduled for Augrust 13, 2OLg at 1:30 p.m. CDT in the commission
Hearing Room, 300 The Atrium, L2OO N StreeL, Lincofn'

MADE AND ENTERED at Linco}n, Nebraska, t.his 25th day of .Tune,

2013.

NEBRASKA PUBLTC SERVICE COMM]SSION

COMM] sï RS CONCURRING:

Chair

ATTEST:

t

-Jxr" hÀz,w¿i+t'-

//s//xnne C. Boyle
/ / s/ /rrank E . Land j-s

Executive Director/th
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