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BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBLTC SERVICE COMMISSON

In the Matter of the Nebraska
PubLic Service Commission, on its
own motion, seeking Lo adminíster
the Nebraska Universal Service
Fund' s Broadband. Program:
Application to the Nebraska
Broadband Program recej-ved from
United States Cellu1ar
Corporation.

Application No. NUSF-92.52

GRANTED, IN PART

Entered: March 13, 201-B

2Ot'7, United
support from

wireless
Record,

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

BY THE COMMISSÏON:

By Petition filed on or around October !,
States Cel-]ular Corporation (U.S. Ce1lular) , sought
the Nebraska Universal service Fund (NUSF) dedicated
program. Notice of the application appeared in the Dail
Omaha, Nebraska on October 6, 2017. A Petition for
Intervention was filed by N.E. Colorado Cellular d/b/a
Wire]ess (Viaero Wireless) on Octobet 23, 2OI7 .

Formal-
Viaero

u. s. cell-ular, s application requested NUSF support for
seven proposed Lower sites and sought ç2,976,950 in support. On

February 1-, 201-8, the staff filed its recommendation that the
Commission approve grant support for the following five Lower
sites submitted by U. S. Cellular: Til-den South, St. Libory,
Elwood, Brunswick SE, and Avoca. The staff recommended support
in the amounL of #2,152,250 be awarded to U.S. Cell-ular for the
construction of the aforementioned tower sites.

on March 7 , 201-8, U. S. Cellul-ar f iled a letter with the
Commiss j-on consenting t.o have the Commission proceed on the
st.aff recommendation without a hearing. Also on March 7, 2018'
Viaero Wireless filed a letter consenting to have the Commj-ssíon
proceed on the staff recommendatíon without a hearing.

OPINION AND FTNDTNGS

The Commiss jon allocated $4 mil-1íon f or the 20L7 NUSF

calendar funding year in which this Petition was filed. Two

wirel-ess carriers f iled Petit.ions seeking Dedicated V{ireless
Fund Program support. Based on the aÞplication and the staff
recommendation, the Commission finds U.S. Cellu1ar's appfication
for dedicated wirel-ess universal service funds should be
approved for the TiJ-den South, 'St. Libory, Elwood, Brunswick SE,

and Avoca tower sítes.
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Reimbursement Process :
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U.S. Cellular must first make the investment and then may
file a request for reimbursement with the NTIPS Department. U.S.
Cellular does not need to complete the construction process
prior to seeking reimbursement; rather, it may work with the
NTIPS Department to develop intervals at which reimbursement can
be sought. The dedicated wireless program will reimburse U.S.
Ce1Iu1a-r f or rea-sonable ex-penditures m.ade related to the ce11
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Cellu1ar shal1 file a request for support, provide the NTTPS
Department' with copies of the invoices and shall- cert.ify to the
Department that it had made the described investment for the
provision, maintenance and upgrading of facilities and services
in the described rural areas

As a dedicated wirel-ess
finds U.S. Cellular must meet

program recipient, t.he - Commission
the following conditions :

Tnfrastructure Sharing :

U. S. Cellular shall- be required to construct tower
facilities in a manner that would accommodate collocation and
sharing of additional equipment of other wj-reless carriers,
publíc safety agencies, Internet providers and other provideis
with technologies that qualify. Such collocation wil-1 be
required where technically feasible and upon commerciatly
reasonable terms and conditions. While the Commission will not
require U.S. Ce1lular to routinely file collocation agreements,
if an issue is raised by public safety agency or another
wireless provider, the Commi-ssion will make a determination as
to whether these ordered conditions are being met.

Roaming Agreements:

' U.S. Cel1u1ar must agree to permit roaming at commercially
reasonable rates. We believe this requirement to be an important
policy objective. The Commission will not require U.S. Cellular
to routinely fil-e its roaming agreements. Entities denied
roamj-ng access at commercially reasonable or market-based rates
may file a request with the Commission to make a determination
as to whether this requirement is being satisfied.
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Broadband Commitments :
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To encourage the deployment of wj-reless broadband services
in Nebraska, the Commission gives prior:ity to applicants which
commj-t t,o providing wirel-ess broadband services. U. S. CelIular
must report broadband availability to the Commission upon
request

Phase II Enhanced gLI Capabilíty:

To advance public safety, t.he Commission requires that the
ce11 sites funded by this approval must have the equipmenL and
software necessary for Phase II wireless E911 capability. In
addition, in a manner consistent with federal- regulations, the
wirel-ess provider must provide Phase II wireless E911- service
after a requesL has been mad.e by ? County or Public Safety
Answering Point. (PSAP) . U. S. Cellul-ar must certify to thê
completion and commitment of these requirements prior to
reimbursement from the dedicated wireless program.

Reportinq Requirements:

U.S. Cellu1ar shaLl file, ofl an annual basis, consistent
wit.h federally designated ETCs, the information required by the
Commissíon's Telecommunications Rules pert.aining to eligible
tel-ecommunícaLions companies and t.he investment inf ormation
required by the Commission's Order in Docket NUSF-66. The report
should make clear to t.he Commissíon t,hat U.S. Cellufar will noL
request reimbursement for equipment or. tower construction where
grant money was also received from another source. U.S.
Cellu1ar shall f ile its annual- report on or bef ore .Tune 1- of
each year.

In addit.ion, the Commission expects that construction on
these projecLs will proceed in a prompt business-like fashion.
Progress reports shall, be filed on an annual basis or more
frequently if deemed necessary by Lhe Commission, so t,hat the
Commission can plan for the timing of distribution for these
funds.

Continui.nq Nature of Requirements:

The Commission will enforce these requirements for as long
as the celI site is in use and providing servlce to cusLomers.
The Commission may t,ake any action it deems necessary and
appropriate to enf orce t.he requirements and conditions in t.his
Order
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These opini-ons and findings carry no precedential valueother than establishing minimum standards and criteria thecommission applied in t.his appl.ication for dedicated wirel_essprogram support'. The commission may modify the minimumrequirements and condit,ior:s f or future petitions for supportfrom the dedicated wireless program.

ORDER

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Public Service
commission that the application filed by u.s. cellular shalI beand it is hereby grant.ed, in part, âs prowided- herein

rr rs FURTHER ORDERED that u. s. cellu]ar shal]to all terms and conditions adopted in this order.
be subject

ENTERED AND MADE
day of March, 2019.

EFFECTIVE at Lincoln, Nebraska this 13rh

NEBRASKA PUBLTC SERVTCE COMMISSTON

COMMTSSTONERS CONCURR]NG : Þ,Å¿Lr
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//s//Frank E. Landis
/ /s/ /Ittary Ridder

Executive Di recLor


