
SECRETARY'S RECORD, NEBR,ASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

BEFORE THE NEBRå,SKA PUBLTC SERVTCE COMMTSSON

fn the Matt.er of t.he Nebraska
Public Service Commission, on it,s
own motion, seeking to administer
t.he Nebraskg Universal- Service
Fund's Broadband Program:
Application to the Nebraska
Broadband Program received from
N. E . Colorado Cellul-ar, Inc . ,

d/b/a Viaero lVireless.

Application No. NUSF-92.51

GRANTED, TN PART

Ent.ered: March L3, 201-8

BY THE COMMTSSION:

By Petition- filed on or around October L, 20L7, N.E.
Colorado Ce1lu1ar, Inc., d/b/a Viaero Wireless (Viaero
V'Iireless) , sought support from the Nebraska Universal Service
Fund (NUSF) dedicated wireless program. Notice of the
application appeared in the Dail Record, Omaha Nebraska on
October 6, 20Ii/ . A Petition for Formal- Intervention was filed by
U. S. Cef 1ular on October 24, 201"7 .

viaero wireless' application requesLed NUSF support for i-3
proposed tower sites and èought. $3, 855, 601 in support . On
February !, 201,8, the staff filed iLs recommendation that the
Commission approve grant support for the following six (6) tower
sites submit.ted by Viaero Wireless: SLrang, Ohiowa, Daykin,
Belvidere, .Jansen, and Harbine. The staff recommended support.
in the amount of $1,808,611.79 be awarded to Viaero V'Tireless for
the ionstruct.i.on of the aforementioned tower sites

on March 7 , 2018, viaero wireless f iled a ]etter wit.h t.he
commission consentj-ng to have the Commission proceed on the
sLaff recommendation wit.hout a hearing. Also on March J, 2o]-g,
U.S. Cellular filed a letter consent.íng to have the Commission
proceed on the staff recommendation without a hearing.

OPTNTON AND FTNDTNGS

The commission allocat.ed g4 million for the 20L7 NUSF
calendar fundíng year in which t.his petit j-on hras f iled. Two
wireless carriers filed Petitions seeking Dedicat,ed Wireless
Fund Program support. Based on the applicat j-on and t,he staf f
recommendation, Lhe commiss j-on f inds viaero vùirelebs,
application f or d.edicated wj-rel-ess universal servj-ce fund.s
should be approved for the Strang, Ohiowa, Daykin, Belvídere,
r.Tansen, and HarbÍne tower sites
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Reimbursement Process :

The Commission approves reimbursement up to $1,808,6LL.79
or t.he actual cost of construction for 't.he sites approved. in
this order, whichever is lower.

Viaero Wireless must first make the invest,ment, and then may
file a request for reimbursemênt wit.h the NTIPS Depârtment.
Viaero Wirel-ess does not need to complete the construction
process prior t,o seeking reimbursement; rather, it rnay work with
the NTIPS Department to develop intervals at which reimbursement
can be sought.. The dedicated wireless program will reimburse
Viaero Wireless for reasonable expenditures made related to the
e el1 siLe approvecl- in this Order'. Once the i nve.qtm.ent is m-a-d-e,

Víaero Wireless shall file a request for support, provide the
NTIPS Department with copies'of the invoices and shall certify
Lo the Department t.hat it has made the described investment for
the provision, maintenance and upgrading of facilities and
services in the described rural areas.

As a dedicated wireless program recipient, the Commissíon
f inds Viaero Wireless must meet the fol-l-owing conditions:

InfrastrucLure Sharing :

Viaero lVireless shall be required to construct tower
f acilities i-n a manner that would accommodat,e coll-ocation and
sharing of additional equipment. of other wireless carriers,
public safety agencies, Iniernet providers and other providers
with technologies that qualify. Such collocation will be
required where t.echnically f easible and upon commerc j-a1Iy
reasonable terms and conditions. While t.he Commission will not
require Viaero Wireless to routj-nely file collocation
agreements, if an issue is raised by public safety agency or
another wireless provider, Lhe Commiss j-on will- make a
determination as to whether these ordered conditions are being
met.

Roaming Agreements:

Viaero must agree to permit roaming at commercially
reasonable rates. VrIe believe this requirement to be an important
policy objective. The Commission will noL require Viaero to
routinely file its roaming agreements. Entities denied roaming
access at commercially reasonäble or market-based rates may file
a request wit.h the Commission to make a det,ermination as Lo
whether this requirement. is being satisfied.
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Broadband Commit.menLs :

To encourage the deployment of wireless broadband services
in Nebraska, t.he Commission gives priority to applicants which
commit to providing wireless broadband services. Viaero lVireless
must report broadband availability to t.he Commission upon
request.

Phase II Enhanced 9l-1- Capabil-it.y:

To advance public safety, the Commission requires that the
cell sites funded by this approval musL have the equipment and
software necessary for Phase II wireless E911 capability. fn
addition, in a manner consistenL with federal regulations, the
wireless provider must provide Phase If wireless E911 service
after a request. has been made by a County or Public Safety
Answering Point (PSAP). Viaero must cert.ify to the completion
and commitment of these requirements prior to reimbursement from
thè dedicated wireless program.

Reportinq ReguiremenLs:

' Viaero shal-1 f i1e, on an annual- basis, consistent wit.h
federally designated ETCs, the information required. by the
Commissíon's Tel-ecommunicaLions Rules pertaining to eligible
telecommunicat j-ons companies and t.he investment inf ormation
required by the Commission's Order in Docket. NUSF-66. The report
should make clear to the Commíssion t.hat Vi-aero Vrlirel-ess will
not request reimbursemenL for equipment or tower const.ruction
where grant money was al-so received from another source. Viaero
vüireless shall- f i1e its annual report, on or bef ore .Tune 1 of
each year.

In ad.dition, the Commission expects that. construction on
these projects will proceed in a prompt business-l-ike fashion.
Progress reports shall be filed on an annual- basis or more
frequently if deemed necessary þy L-he Commission, so Lhat the
Commission can plan for the timing of distribution for these
funds.

Continuinq Nature of Requirement,s:

The Commission wiTl enforce these requirements for as long
as the'cell site is in use and providing service to cusLomers.
The commission may take any action it deems necessary and
appropriate to enforce the requirements and conditions in this
Order.
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;

These opinions and findings carry no precedentia - value
other than est.ablishing minimum standards and criteria t,he
Commission applied in this application for'- dedicated wirel-ess
program support.. The Commission may modify t.he minimum
requírements' and conditions for future petitions for support
from Lhe dedicated wireless program.

ORDER

fT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Public Service
Commissj-on that. the application filed. by N.E. Colorado Cell-ular,
Inc., d/b/a Via-ero lrlirel-ess shalf be and it is hereby granted,
in part, as provideci herein.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that N'.E. Colorado
d,/b/ a Vj-aero Wirel-ess shall be subj ect to
conditions adopted in this order.

Cellular, Inc. ,

all terms and

ENTERED AND MADE EFFECTIVE at Lincoln, Nebraska this 13th
day of March, 20L8.
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