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. BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBLTC SERVTCE COMMTSSTON

In the Matter of the Nebraska
Public Service Commission, on
its own motion, seeking to
administer the Nebraska
Universal Service Fund's
Broadband Program: Application
to the Nebraska Broadband
Program received from A11o
Communications, LtC and Lincoln
Public Schools

Application No. NUSF-92.49

GRANTED

EnLered: August 30, 20L6
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BY THE COMMISSION:

By Application filed .Tu1y 18, 20L6, A11o Communications, LLC and
l,incoln Public Schools ( "I-.,PS" ) j ointly seek Nebraska Uníversal
Service Fund support for a broadband. adopt.ion grant in the amounL
of $15O,OOO. Notice of this application appeared in the Daily
Record, omaha, Nebraska on ,July 22, 20L6. No protests or petitions
of formal inLervention were filed by any other interested party.
Although t.he application was filed outside the window designated by
the Commission, the Commission believes it. should give
consideration to this applicat.ion given the $500,000 set aside for
broadband adoption projects in 2016 has not been exhausted.

Descríptíon of the Proposed Project:

A11o is a competitive l-ocal exchange and interexchange carrier
of tel-ecommuni-cati-ons services within the st.ate of Nebraska. A11o
has been designated as a Nebraska eligible telecommunications
carrier (NETC). rn late 2OI5 Lhe LincoÍn City Council approved
several multi-year agreements wit.h 411o, including a broadband
franchise and lease of the City's conduit, infrastructure, allowing
A11o to place fíber in the conduit. As a result of these
agreements, A11o's services will provide high speed internet with
speed of up to L gigabit as well as dj-gital television and Voice
over Internet. Protocol (VoIP) service.

LPS is Lhe second largest public school district in Nebraska.
During the 2015-201-6 school year, LPS served almost 40,000 students
throughout the district. Approximately 43 percent of LPS students
qualify forfree or reduced lunch due to low family income.

In . 2 015 , the Lincol-n Board of Education approved t.he LpS
Technol-ogy fmplementation Plan. Students in gradeà-Z-l-Z have begun
to receive individual- Chromebooks over a three year period. I-.,pS has
advised A11o of its desire to find effective r"ys to ensure that
al-l- children receiving Chromebooks from LPS can effectively utilize
these devices through access to affordabl-e broadband servj-ces in
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their family home. Further, the in-home service will provide
portability around the house, and perhaps in outside areas
surrounding the house, without being tethered to a l-and line. A11o
hopes to develop even greater sera/ice portability capabílity as its
network is deployed and refined.

A11o and LPS jointly desire to help assist low-income, high-need
families in t.heir efforts to obtain affordable access to brôadband
services in their homes, which will further allow LPS students to
increase their educaLionaf and employment opportuniLies. The
proposed. project. is designed init.ially tó target -cfrif¿ren currently
attending LPS whose family íncome qualÍfies them for the Federal
Free Lunch Program and who will have received or will receive
digital hardware from LPS (,.Qual-ified Subscriber,,) as part of LpS,s
current initiative to provide digital technology to all children
attending LPS in the coming years-.

Qualified Subscribers will be able to access the new A11o
-^----i ^^ - --^--Ll-servi-ce on a morrtil-to-nront,iL basis without a contract, on a prepaid
basis. AlLo is targeting the new service to cost between $10 to- $1-5per month with a 20x20 Mbps speed. Qualified Subscribers will not
need to purchase any additional equipmenL or modems, âs the A11o
service will contain all necessary connectivity equipment.

l-.,PS will (i) coordinate with A11o concerning technical issues
relating to the I-,PS digit.al devices distributed to students (ii)
assist A11o in prioritizing neighborhoods most in need of new
services (iii) provide informat.ion to students concerning the
mechanics of accessing A11o's ne\d serviccs at. home, (iv) facilitate
A1l-o's access to eligibility informat,ion regarding eualif ied
Subscribers for All-o's services and (v) provide information to the
Commission regarding the adoption of the new service by low-income
families/students served by I-.,PS

A11o is requesting funding in the amount of gi-50,000 for the
implementation of the proposed project,. The support wilL be used by
Allo lo defer the cosLs of specíaI network equipment and
installation of the proposed special new serwices. A11o wil-l
provide funding to studlr, design and engineer the systems and
network features needed to best deploy and implement the neü/
services. A11o anticipates that its network and infrastructure will
be operational in Lhe targeted serwice areas by the second quart,er
of 20L7

OPTN]ON AND FTNDTNGS

The Commission set aside $500,000 for broadband adoption
projects to increase broadband adoption and usage in Nebraska.
Because it is a pilot. program, the commission found it woul-d
address these applicatj-ons on an ad hoc basis rather than utilizing
a specific methodology for choosj-ng projects. Three applicationã
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for adoption support were filed this year. The collective request
for all three projects r¡/as less than $500,000. Accordingly, the
staff did not make a recommendation.

Based upon the informat.ion provided in the applicat.ion, the
Commission finds the application should be granted. The Commission
approves support for the proposed. project up to an amount of
$150,000.00 or the acÈuaL cost of the project whichever amount is
lower. The joint applicants shal1 submit detailed and accurate
j-nvoices and other documentation required by the Department prior
to reimbursement for the supported project (s) .

ORDER

ïT lS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska public
Commission thaL the above-captioned grant application be,
hereby granted as provided herein.

Service
and it is

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Applicant sha1I submit detailed and
accurate . invoices and other - -d.o.rrrnentation required by t.he
Department prior to rej-mbursemenL for the supporteå project (s) .

IT ïS FURTHER ORDERED t.hat Applicant. shall use Nebraska
Broadband Program support only for lhe purposes described in its
application añd autfroiized by the Commission

ENTERED AÀTD MADE EFFECTIVE at Lincoln, Nebraska, this 30th day
of August, 2016.

NEBRASKA PUB TC ERVÏCE COMMTSSTON

COMMTSSIONERS CONCURRTNG :

Itl"p
Ø;/Ø

Chairman

ATTEST:
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/./ s/ /Êrank E. Landis
//s//rín schram

Executive Di-rector
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