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BEFORE THE NEBRÄ,SKA PUB]-,IC SERVICE COMM]SSION

In Lhe MatLer of the Commission,
on iLs own motion, seeking to
review and approve requests for
modification of the funding
calculation for the Nebraska
Universal Service Fund (NUSF) .

BY THE COMMTSSION:

Apptication No. NUSF-7

ORDER SEEKING COMMENT

Entered: SepLember 27, 20L6

OP]N]ON AND FINDINGS

on May 18, Iggg, Lhe commission opened the above*captioned
dockeE to consider specific 'funding requesLs from various'
companies. The CommissÍon provided carriers with an opportunity
to apply for and receive modified funding from Lhe NUSF on a

case-by-case basis. Included in this docket were a number of
trural carriers and Qwest Corporation. In its Orders, Lhe
Commission found carriers were required t.o. file'an affídaviL(s)
thaL specifies the amount of additional support being requested
and certifying the following:

o The additional Nebraska Universal Service Fund monies
will be used only for the purposes described in the
Application.

o On an ongoing basis, the additional Nebraska Universal
Service monies will be used only for the provision,
maintenance and. upgrading of services Lhat qualify for
NUSF support

o The use of t.he f unds received f rom
Universal Service Fund will be
departmental aud.iL at the Commission's

the Nebraska
subjecL to a

discreLion.

TL has been roughly a decade srnce the commission h?"
reviewed Lhe NUSF-7 supporL granLed to carriers. Since that
Lime, a number of universal service policy changes have occurred
on the state and federal level. Most imporLantly, Lhe Federal
Communicatíons Çommission (FCC) fundamentally modernized its
universal service fund and inlercarrier compensation system' The
reformed federal universal service mechanism eliminat.ed waste
and inefficiency in order to provide more specific, t.argeLed
broadband supporL through t.he ConnecL America Fund model for
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price cap camiers.l rn the rate-of -return carrj-er space, the FCc
adopted a voluntary path for rate-of-return carriers to elect to
receive model-6ased support in exchange for extending broadband
service to a pre-determined number of eligible locations.2

The Commission issues this Order Lo determine whether NUSF-
7 support. is still needed in certain federally supported areas,
whether the investments have been fu1ly depreciated., and, whether
the supporL provided has been used for the purpose in which it
was intended.

The Commission seeks comments t.o determine whether any
adjustments should be made. Comments respÕnsive to the issues
raised above on or before October 28, 2016. Commenters are free
to commenL on j-ssues not raised specifically herein which are
germane in this proceeding. commenters should file one (1) paper
copy and one (1) electronic copy of their comments with Ln*
commission. Electroníc copies should be sent to
Sue.VanicekGnebraska.qov and Brandy. ZierottGnebraska. qov

ORDER

ïT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by rhe
Cornmission t.hat a review be initiaLed
accepted on the issues described herein.

Nebraska Public Service
and public comment. be

IT Ig FURTHER ORDERED comments responsive
issues may be filed on or before October 28,
prescribed herein.

LÕ l-he f c;r'egoing
2Ot6 in the manner

t See Connect Anerica Fund, Connect Atrterica Phase II ChaJJenge process, WC
Docket Nos. 1"0-90, !4-93, order, DA 15-383 (wireline comp. Bur. rel. Mâr. 30,
2015) ; Wlreline Conpetition Bureau Annaunces Connect America Phase II Support
Amounts Offered To Price Cap Carriers To Expand Ruraf Bro-adband, WC Docket
No. 10-90,30 FCC Rcd 3905 public Notice (Wireline Comp. Bur. 2075),.See
afso ltliref,ine Competition Bureau Authorizes Additionaf Price Cap Carriers To
Receive Alnost ç950 Miffion In Phase II Connect America Suppoz"t, WC Docket
No, 1-0-90, Public Notice, (Wireline Comp. Bur. 2Ol-5) .

2 Cannect America Fund et al:, WC Docket No. l-O-90 et a1., Report and Order et
â1 . , 31- FCC 3087, 3O94-3LL7, paras . t7 -79 (201-6) (Rate-of-Retu-r-n Reiorm
Order)
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ENTERED AND IVIADE EFFECTTVE aT Lincoln, Nebraska This 27Lh
day of September, 2016

NEBRASKA PUBLTC SERVICE COMMTSSÏON

COMMTSS]ONERS CONCURRTNG :

År*et@
//s//Exank E. Landis
//s//TLn schram
//s//nod Johnson

COMMTSSIONERS DISSENTING :

//s//crystal Rhoades

Chairman

ATTEST:

Deputy Director

&pr¡nted with soy ink on recyctec paper@


